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Sundance Greenhouse G1asnost

I have just an hour ago returned home after a stimulating 
■four days at Robert Redford's Sundance Institute for a conference 
titled the "Greenhouse G1asnost Symposium on Global Climate." The 
name and the symposium had its seeds of genesis in the Greenhouse 
61asnost Teleconference, which was born from a discussion in EIES 
and the WBSI some six or seven years ago.

The Sundance meeting dealt with the probable global warming 
from greenhouse gases, and included scientists, engineers, 
industrialists, artists, writers, lawyers, politicians, film 
makers and environmental protection advocates. It put special 
emphasis on the two superpowers, the US and the USSR, and included 
about a dozen Soviets in its 75 or so participants. These two 
countries produce about half of the world's increase of greenhouse 
gases, and therefore have special responsibilities in abatement of 
the threat, and in concocting measures to adapt to its changes.

The roster of speakers read like a Who's Who in all aspects 
of the problem and its solution. Two leading Soviet Academicians, 
Roald Sagdeev and Georgii Golitsyn were there, and also film 
producers, writers, ministry heads and government officials from 
the Soviet Union. Astronomer Carl Sagan gave a keynote address, 
as did Rusty Schweickart, Apollo 9 astronaut. Steve Schneider of 
NCAR and Jim Hansen of NASA, lead scientists in greenhouse effect 
research, were among the scientific luminaries. Our own UCAR 
initiatives for global change research and public policy making 
were presented by key people from here, and debated in a special 
session. Bob Redford, was a thoughtful host, and the symposium 
went into depth on all aspects of the global concern that human 
activity is doing long term damage to the habitability of our 
planet for human societies and for all Nature.

Tom Brokaw of TV fame participated, as did Sir Crispin 
Tickell, UK representative to the UN. Roger Rosenblatt of TV and 
US News and World Report served as general chairperson. Quite a 
cast of characters, and a remarkably rich and insightful program! 
The heart-wrenching Soviet film, "Bells of Chernobyl" ran, as did 
the inspiring documentary of the first human moon landing, "For 
All Mankind." We had prayers and ceremonies for the respect of 
earth by Native American Nation leaders, a videotape talk by Gaia 
author Jim Lovelock, and first hand visuals from the inspiring 
Neptune flyby of Voyager II. Rich fare, all. Now I need a 
breather and some sleep!!
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I will go into more depth about the issues in mv next 
"Provacation." Highlights of the issues included (1) the question 
of whether population control , with all of its freight of 
controversy, should be espoused forcefully, since the more people 
worse the problem; (2) the truth of the assertion of some that 
"there are no winners in a global warming;" (3) the rights of the 
developing world to cheap, polluting energy for future development 
and the obligations of the industrialized nations to ease their 
transition to "environmental 1y friendly" technologies by paying 
for the their added costs; <4) the question of whether the global 
change threat has ascended to a higher priority on the human 
agenda even than nuclear war.
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