
CLIMAX NEWSLETTER FOR OCTOBER

Winter weather began catching up to us this month, and the 
total observing time was down considerably* For the month 
we had 21 hours of class I sky, 31 hours of class II, 15 
hours of class III, and I1* hours of class IV for a total 
of 81 hours of ooronal sky. At a rough figure of 9i hours 
possible per day this computes at 27^ of total possible 
sky time was coronal. Actually, I just checked last month 
and found the coronal sky time to be 26^, so our observing 
time is not down very much even though the days are shorter*
Just after the middle of the month a breakdown in the 
electrical end of the coronagraph caused a loss of several 
days of good sky. The trouble is not fully remedied eean 
yet, but the instrument is operating. Joe Rush and Lee Lacey 
came up during the month and checked the secondary optics 
of the coronagraph. The upshot of this trip was a meeting 
in Boulder at which it was decided to give the optical part 
of the coronagraph a thourcugh going-over* ^his is already 
under way on a small basis, and over the coming months will 
mean some down time on the Instrument* The down time will 
be minimized as much as second-guessing the weather will 
allow. Details of the changes to be made will be contained 
in the notes of the meeting, which took place on 28 October*
The coronagraph programs for the month stack up as follows?
Green Surveys 11 good, 1 partial, 1 no good.
1600 Comparison: 1 attempt, which was no good.
2*4-00 Comparison: 1 good
Red Surveyl 2 good, 2 partial, 2 no good.
Iron Series: 2 good, 2 partial, 1 no good*
Paschen Series: 2 attempts, both good.
85^2 and 8^98 Spicules: 2 good, 1 no good*
H and Spicules: No attempts.
H and H : 2 good, one showed nothing for a total of three*
*+686 and 5*+H* There was some quite good activity reported by

Sac Peak during the month, but we were unable 
to observe at those times* No attempts here.

Long Prominence: No attempts.



OCTOBER NEWSLETTER -2-

The Fine Grain work for Don Billings and Dick White has been 
discontinued. Both report that enough data has been collected.
The Flare Patrol went back into operation ofi 6 October, and was 
run at one picture per minute until 30 October when the rate 
was changed to one picture per 10 seconds. Considerable work 
was done during the month on working out bugs in the instrument 
and running tests. The operation for the month was all on 
35 film with the exception of some of the tests. The total 
patrol time was roughly 85 hours for the month.
The Jupiter program was discontinued after one last try on a 
6 hour exposure proved to be impossible because of daytime light 
leaks in the instrument. Jupiter now sets too early to do very 
much observing at all.
The nuclei project continues with one set of three readings 
being taken each day.
The K-Coronameter was operated, weather permitting, throughout 
the month. The score was 5 short surveys, 2 long surveys, and
5 partial surveys. On October 3 ~ > the day of the second 
balloon flight, the weather was completely overcast, and no 
observations were obtained with any of the instruments.

D. Keith Watson


