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I. M. PEI FIRM SELECTED AS ARCHITECTS FOR NATIONAL CENTER FOR

ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH

Boulder, Colo.-- I. M. Pei and Associates of New York 

City have been selected as architects for the National Center 

for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, 

director of the laboratory, announced Wednesday.

The laboratory, dedicated to basic research on fundamen

tal processes of weather and other aspects of atmospheric 

behavior, was established in June, 1960. A site just south 

of Boulder, selected last November, consists of 500 acres of 

mesa and rolling land directly beneath the Flatiron cliffs.

The Colorado Legislature earlier this year, appropriated 

$250,000 to acquire the site, known as Table Mountain, for the 

laboratory.

The Pei firm was selected by NCAR's non-profit management 

corporation, the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research, 

after several months of research on and interviews with
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architects from across the nation. Advising the Corporation 

was a committee of the deans of seven architectural schools 

from various parts of the country. The selection has been 

endorsed by the National Science Foundation, sponsor of the 

laboratory.

The Pei firm will first draw up a master site plan for 

the laboratory, which will ultimately house between 300 and 

500 scientists and other personnel. The laboratory will be 

built in increments, the first of which will contain about

100,000 square feet, and will represent between one-third and 

one-half of the laboratory's ultimate size. Construction will 

begin in about a year. The remainder of the laboratory, as 

now planned, will be built in additional increments over the 

next five to six years. Until the first increment is com

plete, NCAR is being housed in buildings leased from the 

University of Colorado.

The first increment will include offices for scientists 

and administrative personnel, laboratories of various types, 

machine and electronic shops, space for a large-capacity 

computer, a library, and eating facilities. It will also in

clude a conference center at which NCAR will host various
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conferences dealing with progress in and plans for the atmos

pheric sciences and related fields.

The nationally-known Pei firm is no stranger to the 

Denver area, having served as architects for the Denver- 

U.S. Bank Center and the Zeckendorf Plaza developments in 

Denver. Prize-winning designs by the Pei firm also include 

the Pan Pacific Center in Honolulu, Hawaii; the Washington 

Square East Redevelopment Project in Philadelphia, and the 

Multi-Airline Terminal at New York International (Idlewild) 

Airport.

Other Pei projects now in process are the Green Center 

for the Earth Sciences of Massachusetts Institute of Tech

nology (MIT) in Cambridge, Mass.; the U.S. Chancellery in 

Montevideo, Uruguay; the East-West Center of the University 

of Hawaii in Honolulu, and the School of Journalism building 

at the University of Syracuse. The firm is also engaged in 

site planning and design of large-scale urban development 

projects, both private and public, in many cities of the 

country.

"We have high hopes that the NCAR laboratory will be 

as close as possible to an ideal place for creative scientific
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work," Dr. Roberts said. He added that NCAR would honor its 

commitment to the people of Boulder to develop the site in a 

manner in keeping with its natural beauty.

The basic purposes of NCAR are: (1) to conduct funda

mental research on the processes of the atmosphere on a scope 

beyond that yet attempted; (2) to provide, or arrange for the 

provision of, research facilities, to be open to all scien

tists, that are beyond the capacity of universities or most 

research groups to acquire or maintain; (3) to provide a 

center at which various groups in the atmospheric sciences 

and closely related fields may meet to define goals and plan 

programs.

NCAR is part of an intensified national effort to realize 

the potential of the atmospheric sciences for mankind. Only 

when new fundamental knowledge of the atmosphere has been 

attained will more accurate weather prediction and a realistic 

assessment of the possibilities of weather control be possible, 

according to a National Academy of Sciences report which led 

to the establishment of NCAR.

-30-


