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"Minds in M otion" Tribute To Honor NCAR's Warren Washington in New York

Warren Washington, director of NCAR's Climate and Global Dynamics Division, has been selected 
for a special recognition award at the ninth annual "Minds in Motion" tribute to African- 
American scientists by the Science Skills Center, Incorporated. The presentation will be held 
June 9 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music in New York City.

Each year "Minds in Motion" recognizes the accomplishments of a few outstanding African- 
American scientists from different sections of the country.

Previous recipients include Benjamin Carson, director, Division of Pediatric Neurosurgery, 
Johns Hopkins University Hospital; Audrey Forbes Manley, director, National Health Services 
Corporation; Walter E. Massey, director, National Science Foundation; Vivian Pinn-Wiggins, 
professor and chairman of pathology, Howard University College of Medicine, and president, 
National Medical Association; and Deborah Prothrow-Stith, commissioner of public health, 
Boston, Massachusetts.

The Science Skills Center is a Brooklyn-based not-for-profit science and technology education 
center, which provides an enriched science curriculum to youth and adults. It offers an after
school science/mathematics program, Saturday science workshops, a summer science institute, 
parent/adult and teacher-training workshops, career counseling and mentoring, community 
outreach projects and a resource center. The center seeks to inspire students to choose a the 
sciences as a career and to train them in the disciplines without the apprehension that has long 
been associated with these fields.

Washington, the fourth black man ever to earn a Ph.D. in meteorology, shares the center's goals. 
He points out that young blacks often receive the impression that careers in the physical 
sciences and technology are not open to them. The one percent of blacks who go into science and 
technology hasn't increased much in the past 35 years, despite civil rights legislation and 
affirmative action programs.

Both Washington's father and mother attended college. Although his father graduated from 
Talladega College in Alabama and moved to Portland, Oregon, hoping for a career in teaching in 
1928, the city would not hire its first black public school teacher until more than two decades 
later. As a result, Washington's father worked as a Pullman waiter to support his family. After 
graduating from high school where a chemistry teacher had "turned on" the younger Washington 
to science, he was just one of eight black students at Oregon State University and one of two who 
weren't on the football team. Washington received a bachelor's degree in physics and a master's 
degree in meteorology and went on to earn his Ph.D. in meteorology at Pennsylvania State 
University. Since joining the staff of NCAR in 1963, he has authored or coauthored more than 
80 papers in professional journals and is coauthor of the book An Introduction to Three- 
Dimensional Climate Modeling, with Claire Parkinson of NASA.
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