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A Historical Perspective on NCAR’s Advanced Study Program Colloquia

More than 50 atmospheric scientists and graduate students, representing research institutions 
as far away as Australia and Germany, are involved in the 23rd colloquium sponsored by the 
Advanced Study Program (ASP) at NCAR. The colloquium, Observational Techniques in the 
Atmospheric Sciences, is in session between June 1 and 19 at NCAR's new Foothills Laboratory 
in Boulder, Colorado.

Thermal convection was the subject of the first ASP colloquium held at NCAR in 1966. Three of 
the next five colloquia involved subjects concerned with the outer atmosphere: the solar corona 
in 1967, solar magnetohydrodynamics in 1969, and planetary magnetospheres and auroras in 
1971. In 1989, ASP sponsored a colloquium on observational techniques and data 
interpretation in solar physics.

Twelve of the 23 ASP colloquia held at NCAR during the past 26 years have addressed subjects 
dealing with the dynamics and microphysics of convection clouds, subsynoptic and synoptic- 
scale weather systems, and weather forecasting.

Nearly 20 years ago, in 1973, ASP sponsored the first colloquium on the biosphere and the 
atmosphere: models and interactions. Since then, four additional ASP colloquia have dealt with 
atmospheric chemistry, covering topics such as the dynamics, physics and chemistry of the 
stratosphere and mesosphere (1975); photochemistry of the troposphere (1980); chemistry 
of the lower and middle atmosphere (1986); research problems in atmospheric chemistry 
(1991); and observational techniques in atmospheric sciences (1992).

Climate was the subject of a 1978 colloquium on general circulation: theory, modeling and 
observations. Another colloquium on dynamics of low-frequency phenomena in the atmosphere 
was held in 1987. As satellites and other more sophisticated meteorological instrumentation 
and air chemistry sampling devices have evolved in atmospheric research, a more recent 
colloquium (1990) addressed mesoscale data assimilation.

Among the 30 presenters at this year's colloquium are scientists from NCAR's Atmospheric 
Chemistry, Atmospheric Technology, Climate and Global Dynamics, and Mesoscale and 
Microscale Meteorology divisions. Other speakers represent NOAA's Aeronomy Laboratory, 
National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service, Wave Propagation Laboratory, 
and Forecast Systems Laboratory. Additional lecturers include faculty from Colorado State 
University, Pennsylvania State University and the Universities of Colorado, Nevada, Oklahoma 
and Wisconsin.

The M.S. and Ph.D. students attending the colloquium represent Lyndon State College, Murdoch 
University, Australia; South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, University of Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada; Iowa State, Pennsylvania State and Texas A&M universities; and the 
Universities of California, Colorado, Hawaii, and Michigan.
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