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I believe that choosing a graduate 
advisor is one of the most impor-
tant factors one should consider 
when looking at a graduate pro-
gram.  If one has a specific gradu-
ate school or discipline in mind,  
I don’t think it is ever too early to 
start thinking about which profes-
sors you may want to work with 
and start corresponding with them. 

When I applied for graduate study, 
I looked at working with a variety 

of advisors and have some general advice for those applying 
in the future.  First of all, you should identify certain profes-
sors you might be interested in working with, and contact 
them to express your interest in working with them.  Be per-
sistent; many are very busy and may not thoroughly check 
their e-mail every day (there were some professors who never 
answered me).  Next, read two to four of their recent papers.  

Finally, if they are located nearby, arrange a visit and talk 
to them in person.  For example, I am from Chicago and in 
my junior year I visited University of Chicago.  If they are not 
nearby, a phone conversation can serve as a good alternative.

For me, this approach worked well.  I first met my advisor 
two years ago at the Fall Meeting of AGU where I was pre-
senting my first SOARS research project.  He and his student 
were giving talks in paleoclimate, which piqued my curiosity, 
and I talked to both of them about their research, their  
institution, and a summer research program at their institu-
tion. I got a great impression about everything and became 
superbly excited about research in paleoclimate, so I applied 
to the summer research program.  I was admitted and had  
a great time working with my advisor.  As a result, I decided  
to continue to work with him in graduate school and am 
confident that my experience as his graduate student will  
be as great as this past summer’s.  

– Anastasia Yanchilina
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Ethnicity and Gender of SOARS 
Protégés, 1996-2009

Protégé Degrees

The diversity in SOARS is a way to bring new ideas and perspectives into atmospheric science.  We try to give our protégés 
many opportunities to contribute – both in their research and also by being part of discussions about how our field works, 
where it is going, and how our research connects to society.  Like all SOARS newsletters, this one celebrates the achieve-
ments of our protégés.  This time, however, the protégés are contributing to the newsletter in their own words. Their 
reflections provide a distinctive view into SOARS, our field, and our extraordinary protégés.  

 – Raj Pandya 
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PROTéGé AnD ALumnI  
AccOmPLIShmEnTS FALL 2009
Marques Cameron graduated with a BS in Physics from Norfolk State University.

Roque Vinicio Céspedes graduated from the University of Miami’s Rosenstiel 
School of Marine and Atmospheric Science (RSMAS), with a BS in Meteorology 
and Applied Mathematics. Roque started graduate school at RSMAS and was 
awarded a first-year graduate fellowship from the American Meteorological 
Society sponsored by the NOAA Climate Program Office.

Karl Clarke graduated with a BS in Environmental Earth Science from Hunter 
College of the City University of New York and started graduate school in 
Atmospheric Science at Oregon State. 

D. Matthew Coleman recently accepted a two-year fellowship from the 
Consortium for graduate Study in Management to pursue his MBA at the 
University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business.  While at Darden, Matthew  
will study Sustainability and general Management.

Anthony Didlake Jr. completed his Master’s degree in Atmospheric Science 
from the University of Washington.

Alex Gonzalez gave a talk “A filtered analytical model of tropical waves 
associated with the Madden-Julian Oscillation” at the CMMAP 2009 Summer 
graduate Colloquium in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

McArthur Jones received the Werner A. Baum Endowed Scholarship from the 
American Meteorological Society.

Nicole Ngo presented a poster at the CMMAP team Meeting, July 28-30 
2009, Fort Collins, Colorado: Nicole Ngo, Chin-Hoh Moeng & Jeff Weil  
“the Effects of Convective Clouds on Vertical Scalar transport”. 

Maribel Martinez graduated with a PhD in Wind Science & Engineering 
from texas tech University in May 2009. She is currently employed as the 
Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator for Amarillo/Potter/Randall  
Office of Emergency Management.

Maximo Menchaca was chosen as a tA for an elementary course in the physics 
department at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Lumari Pardo graduated with a Master’s degree in Climate and Society from 
Columbia University.

Matthew Paulus won an award for outstanding poster in the geoscience 
category at the 2009 national conference of the Society for Advancement of 
Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS).

Daniel Pollak received scholarships from the Pennsylvania State University 
Department of Meteorology, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, and 
from both the Allegheny Mountain Section and the Delaware Valley Section of the 
Air & Waste Management Association.

ZiZi Searles graduated with a BS in geology from San Francisco State University.

Tamara Singleton received the 2009-2010 NASA graduate Student Researchers 
Program Fellowship award. She will be working with Drs. Eugenia Kalnay  
and David O’Starr on data assimilation in a cloud and coupled ocean-atmo-
sphere model.

Vanessa Vincente received the David Sankey Minority Scholarship from the 
National Weather Association. She is part of the Student Career Experience 
Program for the National Weather Service, and interns at the Chicago WFO in 
Romeoville. 

Christopher Williams accepted a position as Associate Scientist at NCAR’s 
Research Application Laboratory.

Segayle Walford Thompson graduated with a PhD in Atmospheric Science 
from Howard University.  She is currently a Postdoctoral fellow in the NASA 
Postdoc Program at NASA goddard Space Flight Center.

Anastasia Yanchilina graduated with a BS in Atmospheric Science from 
Creighton University and started graduate school at the Department of Earth 
and Environmental Sciences, Columbia University.  She also received an American 
Meteorological Society graduate fellowship.
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Challenging Yourself to  
Be Independent 
by marcus D. Walter

Hello everyone.  My name is Marcus Walter, I am 
a SOARS protégé, and I just finished my third 
summer in the program.

Each summer has been a rewarding challenge, 
whether it was with learning how to do research 
or just understanding the research process.  
During my first two summers I did research under 
the guidance of science mentors, with the science 
mentors taking the lead and guiding the research 
direction.  This past summer I challenged myself 
to be more independent and take a lead role in 
the research.

To do this, I proposed my own project and 
brought my own ideas together with those of  
my science mentors.  There were a few bumps  
in the road–like not knowing if my mentors and 
I were on the same page or if they knew what it 
was I wanted to do, or not having the necessary 
data readily accessible.  

Even with the few bumps and stress (lots of it) 
along the way, we did find success.  This let me 
know that I can definitely be more independent 
with my research and bring something beneficial 
to the research table.  And, after receiving addi-
tional praise on my research from my Cornell 
graduate advisor, I knew being more independent 
was a good thing. 

Now as I enter my second year of graduate 
school, I plan to be even more proactive when 
it comes to putting forth my own ideas for 
research.  This has and will prepare me even 
more for the real world. I have my experience  
in SOARS to thank for this.

I would encourage all SOARS protégés, whether 
they are first-year or fourth-year, to challenge 
themselves to be independent.  It will definitely 
pay off in the end.  

Science mentor Eric Gilleland and protégé Marcus Walter



Q:  Where do 
you work?  
I work at NOAA’s 
National Ice Center  
in Suitland, MD 
which is about 
a mile outside 
of the District of 
Columbia. 

Q:  What do you do?  
I’m an Ice Analyst here.  We look at  
visible and Synthetic Aperture Radar  
imagery to locate different ice types  
(icebergs, multi-year ice, new ice, etc.) in 
the Arctic and Antarctic.  This information 
is used to help guide navy ships vessels 
from the dangers of ice in the Arctic  
and Antarctic. 

Q:  Do you have any advice for 
someone in school now? 
I think it is important to begin by saying 
that you never know who you’re interact-
ing with.  Many people always like to 
network or go over and beyond to impress 
those with power or in high positions in 
order for them to get up on the corporate 
ladder, yet forget and overlook “ordinary” 
people.  This job was presented to me  
by one of Jackson State’s alumni who 
graduated a year and a half before me.   
I think it’s important to treat everyone 
nicely because you never know who is 
going to be able to help you in the long 
run. Besides, it feels good to do so.  

Q:  What is the journey like from 
undergraduate school to a new job  
in science? 
Now, my experience from undergraduate 
school to the work force originally was 
hard to get adjusted to.  I’m used to going 
to class, taking breaks in between classes 
and spending the whole evening studying 
for the next day.  Working is quite differ-
ent; there are no breaks in between your 
day, and you have a lot more free time 
after work is over.  However, do not be 
deceived, there have been plenty of nights 
where I have stayed up studying as if I 
were in school just to obtain qualifi-
cations for work. 

Q:  What tips do you have for other 
protégés looking for a job in STEM 
(Science, Engineering, Technology 
and Mathematics)? 
I would say don’t limit yourself to just  
one thing.  For example, if you’re going  
to school to become a meteorologist, 
don’t only take the required courses to 
obtain a degree.  Take classes dealing  
with GIS, computer programming, etc.  
This will allow you to stick out amongst 
other job prospects. 

Q:  What is helpful to know?   
Don’t be afraid to ask questions about 
your benefits [health care, paid vacation] 
and take time to fill out your benefits 
package.   Also, always be friendly to 
everybody, from your boss to the janitor, 
because I can’t stress enough how you 
never know who you’re interacting with.  

Q:  What would you have liked 
to know before starting your job 
search?  
Honestly, my job search wasn’t that  
stressful.  Thankfully, God allowed  
someone to call me, so the only advice  
I have is always work hard and people  
will eventually start to notice. 
     

Q:  Was it difficult leaving home and 
moving to a new place for this  
position?  
Yes! Yes! Yes! I had just finished school  
in mid-December and by early January I 
was in a part of the United States that I 
have never been before.  It was exciting, 
don’t get me wrong, but a big culture 
shock, from the weather, scenery, food 
(I sincerely missed my southern meals— 
when I went home for Christmas it was on 
and popping!), traffic, cost of living, you 
name it!  Yet, since almost two years have 
passed I love DC and wouldn’t want to  
be any place else right now!

Q:  Is there anything that you would 
like to add?      
Have some other activity to do besides 
work.  Get out, volunteer, and meet  
people. It will make life a lot more  
meaningful!     

Q:  Are there any final words?  
Yes, to the new protégés—I want to let you 
know that you guys are in good hands. 
This program is life changing.  Never stop 
dreaming and remember there are no  
limitation to your goals!  
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Douglas at work.

Alumni corner: Douglas Gavin
Douglas Gavin participated in SOARS in 2006 and 2007. We caught up with him to talk about his career at 
NOAA and tips he might have for current protégés. 



This summer, a group of SOARS  
protégés partnered with Sandra 
Henderson from the UCAR Office of 
Education and Outreach’s to present 
miniature science fairs to school-
children at both Longmont’s Casa 
de la Esperanza, a housing develop-
ment for immigrant families and at 
Boulder’s I Have a Dream Foundation. 
The events were part of an optional 
summer workshop for protégés  
interested in scientific outreach. 

“We know that as SOARS protégés 
move into their careers, they’re  
going to be asked from time to  
time to do outreach,” Sandra says. 
“Our idea was not only to mentor 
and prep them, giving them some 
guidance on reaching different  
audiences, but to actually help  
them put it into practice.”

The science fairs featured hands- 
on activities with students in grades  
2–8 that included making clouds 
in a jar and demonstrating the  
physical properties of pressure. 
About ten SOARS protégés volun-
teered at each event.

“This was such a valuable experi-
ence for both us and the children at 
Casa,” says protégé McArthur Jones 
Jr. “Not only did we get to teach 
them things that we are passion-
ate about, but we got to pass on 
a wealth of knowledge to the next 
generation of scientists. To be a part 
of something like that is extremely 
special.”  
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SOARS protégés give back to community
by nicole Gordon
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