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NCAR Begins Move to New Laboratory

Boulder, Colo.---The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR)

is ready to start moving into its permanent laboratory on the NCAR mesa site 

in southwest Boulder.

The move will begin this Monday (September 19) and will take about six 

weeks to complete. Moving a scientific research center is not quite as 

simple as moving the average household or business establishment. NCAR's 

move must be timed to provide as little interruption as possible for long

term research programs, and the movers must deal with such items as a nine- 

ton s e t  of lead radiation shields, a Control Data 6600 computer with all 

its peripheral equipment, and sensitive laboratory devices such as electron 

microscopes.

Starting around November 1, NCAR plans to conduct regularly scheduled 

tours of the new laboratory for the general public. Open house will be 

held on at least two evenings in November. Schedules for these events will 

be announced.

In the meantime, the laboratory and its immediate vicinity will not be 

open to the public. Construction is still in progress on roadways and 

parking lots, and trucks and other equipment will be working in the area 

during the moving operation. Thus for its own safety, as well as to help 

NCAR get on with its job of moving, the public is asked to stay off the 

mesa until the move is finished. At that time, NCAR will extend its hospi

tality to everyone who is interested in visiting its new home.

The NCAR laboratory was designed by the New York architectural firm of 

I. M. Pei and Associates. Pei was also the architect for such Denver land

marks as the Mile High Tower and the May D&F building. One of his current 

projects is a building which will house the Kennedy Foundation in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts.
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The NCAR mesa site, which was presented by the State of Colorado to the 

National Science Foundation for use by NCAR, comprises more than 500 acres. 

Most of the site consists of steep meadows, which slope up to form a pine- 

studded mesa. The NCAR laboratory stands on the 28-acre mesa top, over

looking the city of Boulder, with the towering Flatirons as a backdrop.

The site has great natural beauty and dignity, and NCAR has committed 

itself to preserving these qualities. The concrete of the laboratory build

ing was mixed with red-brown native aggregate, and its surface has been 

bushhammered to produce a textured surface that harmonizes with the fissured 

red-brown sandstone of the Flatirons. The access road to the mesa top curves 

gently around with the natural contours to approach the laboratory from be

hind. All utilities are underground, and the site will be restored as nearly 

as possible to its natural state, with no artificial landscaping imposed on 

its natural beauty.

The mesa site joins the Boulder Mountain Parks on the west, and the 

Mesa Trail crosses the western part of the site, which is cut off from the 

remainder by a steep hogback. This is an area where many unusual species 

of plants are found, and it is of great scientific value to botanists, ecol

ogists, and other natural scientists. NCAR will leave this portion of the 

mesa site undisturbed, and hikers are welcome to cross the NCAR property.

Motor vehicles are not permitted off the road, and fires, firearms, and 

camping are prohibited on the NCAR property.

Since NCAR was established in 1960, its offices and laboratories have 

occupied a variety of temporary locations around Boulder. At present, most 

of NCAR's more than 400 staff members are housed in two 30th Street buildings 

leased from the University of Colorado. The move to the new laboratory will 

bring together all of the NCAR staff except those stationed at field sites 

and the staff of the NCAR High Altitude Observatory (HAO). For the time 

being, HAO will remain in the building next to the Sommers-Bausch Observatory, 

which it shares with the University. Long-term plans call for HAO to join 

the other NCAR divisions on the mesa at some time in the future.
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