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NCAR Laboratory Dedication Set for May 10

Boulder, Colo.---The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR)

will hold dedication exercises for the new NCAR Laboratory in southwest 

Boulder on Wednesday, May 10, at 10:30 a.m.

Speakers for the dedication will be Governor John A. Love of Colorado; 

^PTiai-nr flnrr^Ti Ti u l "**j— 9-eniog U. Si— Senator— fccom Co-torodo; Dr. Leland 

J. Haworth, director of the National Science Foundation; Dr. Philip Handler 

of Duke University, chairman of the National Science Board; and Ieoh Ming 

Pei, architect for the NCAR Laboratory. Dr. Henry G. Houghton of the Massa

chusetts Institute of Technology will serve as master of ceremonies, and 

Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, director of NCAR, will deliver the closing remarks. 

The dedication exercises will be followed by a luncheon at the Harvest 

House, with an address by Dr. A. Richard Kassander of the University of 

Arizona-" Dr. Horace R. Byers of the University of Chicago will serve as 

master of ceremonies for the luncheon.

Although the dedication is by invitation only, NCAR will hold a public 

open house on Saturday, May 27, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Everyone 

is invited to this event, which will be similar to the open house that 

brought nearly 5000 visitors to the NCAR Laboratory last January. In 

addition to touring the building, open house visitors will see exhibits and 

demonstrations of different aspects of NCAR's research and facilities pro

grams .

The NCAR Laboratory

The NCAR Laboratory was designed by I. M. Pei and Partners of New York 

City and was built by the Martin K. Eby Construction Company of Englewood, 

Colorado. Construction funds were provided by the National Science Founda

tion, which sponsors NCAR and provides the bulk of its financial support.
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Design studies for the laboratory began in 1961, and ground was 

broken in June 1964. The NCAR staff, who had been scattered over Boulder 

in temporary quarters, began moving into the new laboratory in the fall 

of 1966. The move was virtually complete by January of 1967.

The NCAR Laboratory comprises two five-story towers and a two-story 

center section, interconnected by courtyards, by enclosed bridges, and by 

two basements that underlie the complex. This irregular design provides 

small clusters of laboratories and offices, giving each scientific group 

its own private area, yet permitting easy movement and communication 

throughout the whole laboratory.

Construction is of poured-in-place reinforced concrete, mixed with 

red Lyons sandstone aggregate quarried about 15 miles north of Boulder.

All exposed concrete surfaces have been bushhammered or sandblasted to pro

duce a rough texture and to expose the red color of the sandstone.

Background: The NCAR Mesa Site

The NCAR Laboratory is located atop a mesa in southwest Boulder, at 

the foot of the Flatirons, massive sandstone formations that thrust up 1500 

to 2000 feet to mark the beginning of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains. 

The site, comprising more than 500 acres of open foothills land, was pur

chased by the State of Colorado and was presented to the National Science 

Foundation for use by NCAR.

The site was disturbed as little as possible during construction, 

and NCAR's landscaping program is aimed at restoring the natural beauty 

of the site and avoiding formal or artificial effects. Care was taken 

during construction to preserve as many trees as possible, and the priority 

of trees over concrete is clearly demonstrated by curbs and sidewalks that 

take detours to allow ponderosa pines to remain standing. Every effort 

was made to avoid damaging the mesa-top sod, but some cutting and filling 

was done and some grassy areas were unavoidably damaged by heavy equipment. 

These bare spots have been covered with topsoil and reseeded with a special 

blend of buffalo grass, blue grama, and ten other grasses chosen to match 

the native turf as closely as possible.

- more -



NCAR Laboratory Dedication
Sheet 3

April 28, 1967

The NCAR mesa site joins the 3500-acre city-owned Boulder Mountain 

Parks on the west, and most of the site is maintained as an extension of 

the parklands. Both areas are closed to hunting, and deer are often seen 

grazing in the meadows along the NCAR road, which winds gently up the mesa 

to approach the laboratory from behind.

A foot trail known as the Mesa Trail runs along the base of the Flat

irons, beginning in the mountain parks and crossing the western part of 

the NCAR site. The natural beauty of this area is apparent at a glance, 

but it also has scientific values that are not so obvious to the untrained 

eye. A University of Colorado professor of natural history has called the 

Flatirons-Mesa Trail area "one of the unique biological situations in 

North America." The climate and topography have combined to create an en

vironment in the area that is unusually cool and moist for this semi arid 

part of the country, and many plants which grow there are unique or very 

uncommon in this region. Natural scientists from all over the world have 

come to Boulder to observe and study the unique ecology of the Flatirons- 

Mesa Trail area.

When NCAR announced its plan to build a laboratory on the mesa site, 

some conservation-minded citizens were afraid that the delicate ecological 

balance of the area might be upset, or that NCAR might restrict access to 

the area. They were assured both by Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, NCAR's direc

tor, and by Dr. Alan Waterman, then director of the National Science 

Foundation, that the Mesa Trail area would be left in its natural state 

and that the area would remain open to the public.

These pledges have been kept. The western part of the mesa site, 

which is cut off from the rest of the site by a steep hogback ridge, has 

not been disturbed. The only restrictions are designed to protect the 

site and its plant and animal life: camping, picnicking, fires, and fire

arms are prohibited, and visitors are asked to keep all vehicles on the 

road and to park only in the NCAR Laboratory parking area. Hikers are 

always welcome on the mesa site, whether they choose to cross it on the 

Mesa Trail or to park their cars at the laboratory and hike from there.
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The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) was created in 

1960 to serve as a focal point for a vigorous and expanding national re

search effort in the atmospheric sciences.

NCAR is one of many groups, including universities, government lab

oratories, and private research institutions, that are engaged in investi

gating the behavior of the atmosphere on every scale from the microscopic 

to the global. NCAR's perspectives and activities are directed mainly to

ward achieving a fundamental understanding of atmospheric processes and 

phenomena. However, NCAR recognizes an obligation to organize much of its 

research with a view to ultimate practical benefits, and welcomes the in

creasingly specific connection between basic research progress and such 

long-range practical goals as improving weather prediction, assessing the 

feasibility of modifying weather and climate, and understanding the effects 

of man-made atmospheric contaminants.

NCAR's activities include:

• Conducting research programs with special emphasis on problems in

volving several scientific disciplines.

• Providing joint-use research facilities for the atmospheric sci

ences community.

• Working with university scientists to stimulate and foster a 

broader and more intensive atmospheric research effort in the universities.

• Managing and participating in large-scale cooperative field pro

grams with other research groups.

• Supporting national and international programs in the atmospheric 

sciences.

NCAR's director is Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, who heads a staff of more 

than 500 scientists, engineers, technicians, and support people. The sci

entific staff, which includes more than 80 scientists at the Ph.D. level, 

is an interdisciplinary group of chemists, physicists, mathematicians, 

astronomers, meteorologists, and representatives of other disciplines.

Background: The National Center for Atmospheric Research
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NCAR is operated under the sponsorship of the National Science 

Foundation by the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) 

made up of 23 U. S. universities with graduate programs in the atmos

pheric sciences or related fields.
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For further information contact:

Henry H. Lansford, Public Information Officer 
National Center for Atmospheric Research 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
303-444-5151, ext. 104
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