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NCAR Breaks Ground for New Building

Boulder, Colo-- The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR)
broke ground on Tuesday, September 3, for a new building to be constructed 
on its mesa-top site in southwest Boulder.

The 5800-square-foot structure, to be known as the Max C. Fleischmann 
Building, will house eight offices and a seminar room. It will be used pri
marily for activities of the NCAR Advanced Study Program.

Speaking to the NCAR staff members who attended the groundbreaking,
Dr. Walter Orr Roberts said: "Unlike our main laboratory, this building 
will be built entirely by the University Corporation for Atmospheric Re
search, with funds that have been obtained from private donations or contri
buted by the corporation."

Dr. Roberts is president of the University Corporation for Atmospheric 
Research (UCAR), the nonprofit consortium of universities that operates 
NCAR under the sponsorship of the National Science Foundation.

Construction funds for the Fleischmann Building came from a number of 
sources. The building was named to honor the principal contributor, the 
Max C. Fleischmann Foundation of Navada. Contributions were also received 
from the El Pomar Foundation, of Colorado Springs, and from several other 
sources. A portion of the construction funds was supplied by UCAR.

The Fleischmann Building was designed by I. M. Pei and Partners, ar
chitects for the NCAR Mesa Laboratory. It will be built by the Martin K.
Eby Construction Co., of Englewood, Colorado, the firm that built the Mesa 
Laboratory.

The building will stand on a one-acre site deeded to UCAR by the Na
tional Science Foundation. It will be constructed of poured-in-place 
concrete, mixed with native sandstone aggregate and sandblasted to bring 
out the red-brown sandstone color.
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Because the surface of the NCAR mesa site is extremely hard and rocky 
a pneumatic jackhammer was substituted for the shovel usually used for 
groundbreaking ceremonies. Dr. Roberts; Dr. John W. Firor, director of 
NCAR; and Dr. Bernhard Haurwitz, director of the NCAR Advanced Study Pro
gram, each took a turn at the controls of the jackhammer.
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