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PROVOCATIONS —  #0

Once a week or so, I'm planning to cook up some provocative comments 
related to scientific issues. They will mostly focus on weather, climate, 
the sun, near space— fields in which I've done some work or have run into 
people with ideas that provoked my own curiosity and caused my to do some 
added study. Some of them, I hope, will be controversial. I plan to share 
these comments, each less than a page, with the Executive Net. They will be 
done as the spirit dictates, without strict schedule, rhyme, or reason. My 
hope is that they'll stimulate some in similar vein from other participants, 
as well as protests, concurrences, counter arguments, embellishments, etc.

Some will deal with agriculture, some with forestry, some with 
aircraft operations. And some will be concerned simply with the mystery, 
legend and beauty of the sun, the clouds and the sky. Some will probe the 
enigmas of a civilization like ours in the vastness of a universe in which 
we may just possibly be unique, improbable as that may seem.

Please, all of you, send your feedback! Ask questions, suggest 
topics that interest you, voice your support or disagreement, write your own 
items in like form. I will editorialize in some entries, hoping to stir 
some debate— especially when it comes to air pollution control or acid rain, 
and to things like the nuclear winter. In a separate endeavor I'm trying to 
write a book about folklores of weather and climate— their scientific bases 
or lacks thereof. This will involve things like "Red skies at night, 
sailors delight; red skies in the morning, sailors take warning." I may try 
out some of the drafts of this stuff on you. I've gathered some fascinating 
material on this.

For most of the month of June I'll be travelling in the Soviet 
Union, getting to Akademgorodok (near Novosibirsk), Kislovodsk (in the High 
Caucauses), Moscow and Leningrad. This will be my tenth or fifteenth trip , 
there over the last 25 years. Needless to say, I'll be incommunicado then at 
least so far as the Executive Net goes, but I hope to have some entries 
ready for my assistant to send along during my trip. When I return I expect 
I'll have some new observations about the USSPx. to share.
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