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The Death of the Earth

On July 9th the book "The Cold and the Dark: The World After 
Nuclear War" will appear in the bookstores. I’ve just seen an advance 
copy from W. W. Norton. Needless to say, in recommending it to you I’m 
prejudiced, because I played a substantial role in bringing it about—  
though not nearly so large a part as Carl Sagan and several others.

Lewis Thomas wrote the foreword, and I want to quote from the last 
part of it. Though one must, to be honest, affirm that there are large 
uncertainties in the projections about the "Nuclear Winter," I fully 
concur with Thomas in his assessment of the gravity of the situation.

"The continuing existence and buildup of nuclear weapons.... and 
the stalled, postponed, and failed efforts to get rid of these 
endangerments to the planet’s very life, including our own, seem to me a 
different order of problems from what they seemed a short while ago....We 
simply must pull up short, and soon, and rid the Earth once and for all of 
those weapons that are not really weapons at all but instruments of pure 
malevolence. As things now stand, we endanger much more than humanity 
itself. We risk the infliction of lasting injury on the life of the 
whole, lovely creature.

"The most beautiful object I have ever seen in a photograph, in 
all my life, is the planet Earth seen from the distance of the moon, 
hanging there in space, obviously alive....It is, to put it one way, the 
only truly closed ecosystem any of us know about. To put it another way, 
it is an organism. It came alive, I shall guess, 3.8 billion years ago 
today, and I wish it a happy birthday and a long life ahead....

"I have a high regard for our species, for all its newness and 
immaturity as a member of the biosphere. As evolutionary time is 
measured, we arrived here only a few moments ago and we have a lot of 
growing up to do. If we succeed, we could become a sort of collective 
mind for the Earth, the THOUGHT of the Earth. At the moment, for all our 
juvenility as a species, we are surely the brightest and the brainiest of 
the Earth's working parts. I trust us to have the will to keep going, and 
to maintain as best we can the life of the planet. For these reasons, I 
take these reports (the book) not only as a warning, but also, if widely 
enough known and acknowledged in time, as items of extraordinarily good 
news. I believe that humanity as a whole, having learned the facts of the 
matter, will know what must be done about nuclear weapons.

"But if the facts remain obscure, or are misunderstood to be 
arcane, theoretical guesswork, safe to ignore, then I have no hope for
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