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PROVOCATIONS —  #10 
US/USSR BI-NATIONAL RESEARCH ZONE IN THE BERING STRAIT

The mainland of the Soviet Union lies only 60 miles from the 
mainland of the United States in the Bering Strait, which separates Alaska 
and Eastern Siberia. The two sides of the Strait are like mirror images 
of each other. On both shores are lagoons, bays, rivers and other common 
environmental features of great ecological importance. In the Strait 
itself are meteorological and oceanic phenomena of high scientific 
interest, and the Strait is a channel of extraordinary importance for the 
migration of fish and ocean-going mammals. The regions have common arctic 
birdlife, botany and land animals living in equilibrium with common and 
fragile arctic permafrost ecosystems.

Would it not make sense, in the present stress between our two 
countries, to create an American-Soviet Bi-National Research Park that 
will promote cooperative scientific studies of the unique natural 
environment common to both halves of the area? The region could become a 
common laboratory for cooperative environmental investigations of great 
fundamental importance. I would like to see the two governments agree to 
permit establishing laboratory facilities on both continents, within short 
single engine airplane travel distance from each other, with lab space, 
dormitories, cafeterias, conference space, and small plane airstrips. 
They should also make special arrangements for frequent and facile summer 
travel by scientists from both sides to work on common research problems 
in a cooperative mode, free from the red tape of usual bi-national scien
tific exchanges.

The idea of creating a bi-national environmental research "park" 
in the Bering Strait area occurred to me more that 15 years ago, when 
relations between the US and the USSR were characterized by detente. But 
it did not "catch on." Under the concept, the two nations would designate 
as a research park a region about 175 miles by 110 miles centered exactly 
on the Bering Strait. The research preserve thus would extend about 50 
miles inland on both continents. A look at a large scale map reveals that 
the two land masses possess remarkable symmetry of lagoons, bays, 
estuaries, rivers, and landscape, and have similar ecosystems. Bird 
nesting and migration, fish migration in the Strait, ocean currents 
through the narrow passage between the continents —  and a host of other 
natural ecosystem topics beckon to researchers.

Within the zone special and joint researches could be conducted on 
biological, environmental, anthropological, cultural, atmospheric, 
oceanographic and other fascinating aspects of this unique region, the 
point of closest geographic contact of the two nations.

The concept may be too idealistic. But it seems to me it would
have great symbolic power. It could be a tangible sign of cooperation
between the world's two most powerful nations, whose relations today are
at a deep impasse. I can foresee no national security hazards from either
nation's standpoint. Is it worth a try?
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