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Building Named After Sydney Chapman

Boulder, Colo.-- A building to be constructed soon at the University
of Salford, England, will be named after Dr. Sydney Chapman, one of the 
most active and distinguished members of Boulder's scientific community.

The Chapman Building will be a lecture hall and theater to be used 
in university programs. The name was chosen by the Council of the 
University, which felt it would be appropriate to name the building after 
a distinguished person who had been associated with one of the parent 
institutions of the University. Dr. Chapman attended the Royal Technical 
Institute, which later became a parent institution of the University of 
Salford.

Chapman was born in Manchester, England, and educated at the 
Universities of Manchester and Cambridge. He is a senior research fellow 
at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), and a special 
visiting professor in the Department of Astro-Geophysics of the Univer
sity of Colorado, both in Boulder. Although he considers Boulder his 
permanent address, Dr. Chapman also spends part of his time at the 
University of Alaska, where he has been advisory scientific director 
of the Geophysical Institute since 1951.

Dr. Chapman's position in the world of science is best summarized 
by a testimonial that appeared in the preface of a book published in 
1968 to honor his eightieth birthday:

"Sydney Chapman has painted bold, skillful strokes across the whole 
broad canvas of geophysics. Since 1910, when he first unlimbered his 
scientific talents as a young chief assistant at the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich, he has participated continuously and creatively in the 
study of geomagnetism.

"Graduate students entering astro-geophysics today, challenged by 
his astonishing command of the tools of their trade, find it hard to
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believe that this is the same Sydney Chapman who, nearly five decades 
ago, published his first great works on the kinetic theory of gases.

"Younger colleagues envy the sustained scientific vigor that today 
enables him to surpass his lifetime average output, which for over a 
half-century has exceeded one published scientific paper every two 
months.

"Chapman, as Marcel Nicolet has pointed out, 'belongs to several 
generations.' He was strongly influenced by men like Schuster, Larmot, 
and Dyson; he produced distinguished works of collaboration with such 
colleagues as Ferraro, Cowling, Bartels, and Vestine; he profoundly 
affected the scientific careers of promising young scientists of today, 
as witness, Sugiura, Cain, Brittin, Akasofu, and Fogle. His direct 
influence, thus, will nearly span the twentieth century."
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