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American Geophysical Union Honors Bernhard Haurwitz

Boulder, Colo. -- Dr. Bernhard Haurwitz, senior scientist at the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), has been named recipient 
of the William Bowie Medal, presented yearly by the American Geophysical 
Union (AGU). Dr. Haurwitz will receive the medal at the Awards Luncheon 
of the Fifty-First Annual Meeting of the AGU on April 21, in Washington,
D.C.

The Bowie Medal was established in 1939 "for outstanding contribu
tions to fundamental geophysics and for unselfish cooperation in research." 
The Bowie medal is deemed by many to be the top award in the field of 
geophysics.

In the citation that accompanies the medal, Dr. Haurwitz's contribu
tions to the field of geophysics are summarized as follows: "For more 
than four decades he has been a recognized leader in dynamic meteorology.
In reviewing his scientific work, one is reminded of the breadth of his 
interests which have included the physics of the high atmosphere, atmos
pheric tides, physical oceanography, radiative transfer and climatology.
This breadth of the scientific interests was one of the reasons for the 
unanimous selection of Dr. Haurwitz for the Bowie Medal by the committee.
Most of the leaders in meteorology today cut their eye teeth on 
Haurwitz's Dynamic Meteorology, the pioneering textbook in English."

Dr. Haurwitz was born in Glogau, Germany, and educated at the Uni
versity of Leipzig where he received his Ph.D. in 1927. In 1932 he 
emigrated to the U.S. to work at Harvard's Blue Hill Observatory before 
going to the University of Toronto and the Canadian Meteorological 
Office. In 1941 he came to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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as an Associate Professor of Meteorology, and he remained at M.I.T. until 
1947, when he became Chairman of the Department of Meteorology at New 
York University. In 1959 he accepted an appointment at the University 
of Colorado, and he joined the National Center for Atmospheric Research 
in 1964. At NCAR Dr. Haurwitz has been associated with the Advanced 
Study Program, serving as director of the program from 1967 to 1969.

At the present Dr. Haurwitz is a senior scientist in the Advanced 
Study Program at NCAR, serves as Professor Adjoint at the University of 
Colorado, and is a visiting professor at Colorado State University and 
Florida State University.
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