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Provocation No. 277 
Strategies -for the Global Warming

Last week I sent my overview of the Greenhouse Glasnost symposium held 
at Robert Redford's Sundance Center near Provo, Utah. As I told the Climate 
Club, it was a most rewarding three-day affair. Here are some of my top-of- 
the-head ruminations about what transpired.

The agenda focused on global warming, and the implications for the 
future of human societies and the rest of global nature. While attention 
spotlighted the roles of the two superpowers, the concern was planet-wide. 
There were real 1y no surprises or totally new approaches generated, but the 
virtue of the symposium was the degree to which a wide range of people with 
different occupations and interests shared appreciation of the hazards and 
developed understanding of the potential pathways to remedies. For some it 
was the first deep look at a future problem characterized by almost invisibly 
slow onset, and profound long-term dislocations. It was also an opportunity 
for people with highly diverse work stations to share ideas about averting 
the long term risks and adapting to whatever changes may prove inevitable. 
There were, for example, wonderfully creative film makers from USSR and USA 
thinking about novel means of using their skills to increase public awareness 
and comprehension of the options facing humanity.

From the discussions emerged an increasingly strong perception that the 
issue of global change ranks with the threat of nuclear war at the very top 
of the human agenda. Some even expressed the view that the present 
widespread recognition of the total tragedy that would result from all-out 
nuclear war lowers the probability of such a disaster. Indeed, they argued, 
attention to the global environment now takes precedence over all other human 
problems.

Another salient view was that the global ecosystem cannot be stabilized 
and the global warming threat eliminated unless a totally integrated system 
solution is achieved. Piecemeal efforts were held to be unlikely to succeed. 
Among the issues that must be resolved for a happy accommodation to the 
future world are the following:

-> peace must prevail
-> all must have access to food, shelter and gainful work
-> new technologies must be used to enhance the global environment
-> severe toil and drudgery must be el iminated
-> global fairness must extend to all the world's poor
~> population growth must be stopped
-> waste must be made a resource and recycled
-> non-renewable resources must be conserved
-> toxins must be control 1ed and pollution arrested
-> education and training must be accessible to all
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Nobody minimized the magnitude of the social changes involved or the 
costs entailed in attaining these imperatives. Some questioned the wisdom o-f 
including population control in the agenda of averting global change because 
of controversies surrounding the options for attaining it. Regarding costs, 
several participants called attention to the huge bills the nations pay for 
military preparedness. Comparable outlays would suffice to gain the whole 
agenda listed above if the will and the way were clear. Several brought 
attention to the concept of policies that act as insurance against a possible 
or probable disaster in response to the clear uncertainties about the 
magnitude and timing of global warming.

For my own part, I stressed the 1 ack of sufficient attention now being 
paid to strategies for adapting to the changes that aversion measures mav not 
be able to prevent. For me it is essential that the world's people commit 
themselves to the dual goals of slowing the global climate change while at 
the same time embracing progress on the many available ways to assure the 
better life in a warmer world.
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