
S P E C I A L  I S S U E

ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

FOR

THE 1977 U.S. GATE CENTRAL PROGRAM WORKSHOP

This announcement is intended to bring the GATE community up-to- 
date on the status of this very important GATE research activity and 
to issue a formal call for abstracts of papers. All scientists who 
plan to participate in the Workshop are asked to read this announce
ment. The initial announcement of the Workshop was given in both GATE 
Information Bulletin (GIB) Number 12 and in the Bulletin of the AMS, 
57, p678.

I. ORGANIZATION

The general organization of the workshop was outlined and prin
cipal organizers were identified in the earlier announcement. Since 
that time, two committees have been formed to carry out the plans for 
the workshop. The Management Committee (MC) consisting of R. Greenfield 
(NSF), Chairman; William Murray (NOAA) and S. Ruttenberg (NCAR) will 
handle organizational and administrative matters.

The Scientific Organization Committee (SOC) will handle sci
entific questions related to the workshop organization. The SOC 
consists of the Workshop Principal Organizers, the Workshop Chair
man, and a liaison representative from the U.S. GATE Project Office.
Dr. Greenfield will serve as the Workshop Chairman.
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II. SPECIFIC WORKSHOP TOPICS

Section 1. General Circulation, Tropical Waves and ITCZ 
Phenomena of Both the Atmosphere and Ocean:
(R. Burpee, Principal Organizer)

Data quality; statistics, structure, energetics, and interactions 
of large-scale waves and disturbances; cloud cluster preferred 
locations; aerosol and cloud cluster effects on large-scale 
radiative fluxes; diagnostic studies and observational analyses 
of large-scale variables; numerical model results and valida
tions.

Section 2. Cloud-Cluster Scale Phenomena Including Undisturbed 
Conditions
(W. Gray and D. Martin, Principal Organizers)

Observations evaluation; structure of undisturbed and disturbed 
atmosphere; organization, interactions and radiative cooling 
rates of cloud clusters and environment; dynamics and budgets 
of convective disturbances; diagnostic and modeling studies.
The following Section 2 priority days, given in the expected 
order of importance, have been selected for special attention 
by the principal organizers:

Disturbed conditions - Sept. 5, 4, 6, 2, 18, Aug. 10 
Supressed conditions - Sept. 10, Aug. 14.

(Note - boundary layer processes and individual cumuli are ex
cluded from this section.)

Section 3. Mesoscale and Smaller-scale Phenomena, Emphasizing 
Most Convection
(M. Garstang and W. Seguin, Principal Organizers)

Structure and dynamics of ocean surface layers; mass and energy 
fluxes at air/sea interface and through subcloud and lower cloud 
layers; vertical structure of the subcloud and lower cloud 
layers.

Section 4. The GATE Central Program; Description, Interaction, 
Parameterization, Modeling 
(Richard J. Reed, Principal Organizer)

This section will be involved with evaluation and synthesis 
activities.
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WORKSHOP STRUCTURE

The Workshop is planned for August 1 through August 19, 1977.
It will consist of an initial period during which the sections will 
be independently organizing the work of their respective topic areas 
followed by approximately a two-week period of increasing inter
action among the groups with exchanges of ideas and information 
fostered by common research objectives and common time periods. The 
activities of Section IV will be ongoing during these phases of the 
Workshop with members of a nucleus group, to be identified and 
directed by the Section IV organizer, focusing on the GATE Central 
Program. The Workshop will conclude with a symposium, lasting about 
two days, during which a combination of summary papers and particularly 
important scientific discussion papers will be presented.

III. IMPORTANT DATES

DATE ACTIVITY

10/1/76 Submission of abstracts

12/1/76 Selection of participants

12/1/76 Assignment of participant
responsibilities

6/15/77 Submission of preprints of
workshop papers

8/1/77 Workshop convenes

RESPONSIBILITY

Potential participants

Scientific Organiza
tion Committee

Section Organizers

Participants

IV. SELECTION OF ATTENDEES

NCAR facilities will limit the number of workshop participants 
to about 75 at any single time. The Scientific Organization Committee 
will screen the prospective participants and make the final selections. 
Selectees will fall into two groups:

A. Those who plan workshop activities and participate and 
present material to the workshop, and

B. Those who make a presentation and have limited participation 
or who simply attend briefly to make a presentation.

Participants in Group A will attend the entire workshop, while
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Group B participants will attend only a fraction of the workshop. It 
is premature to assign firm numbers to these categories; however, 
initial estimates are that category A will take up about 50 slots and 
that there will be 25 category B participants present at any one time.

Graduate students will be encouraged to participate, both as 
members of the regular workshop group of 75 and through a special NCAR 
program which will potentially involve approximately 5 students who 
are not presently directly involved in GATE research. No graduate 
student "quota" will be established within the 75 slots for regular 
attendees; the graduate students will compete for inclusion among the 
75 solely on the basis of their potential contribution to the workshop 
Foreign scientists may also participate if their potential contribu
tion is considered especially vital to the accomplishment of workshop 
goals.

NSF and NOAA will jointly be responsible for sending letters of 
invitation to those selected and for notifying unsuccessful candidates 
that they have not been selected.

V. WORKSHOP PRODUCT

It is currently envisioned that the workshop will produce a 
written report and a volume of the papers presented. Briefly, the 
report will consist of two sections. One will be a description of 
the structure of the tropical atmosphere as observed from GATE data. 
The other section will consist of an assessment, based largely on 
workshop activities, of the progress of the U.S. research effort in 
meeting the central objectives of GATE and recommending the most 
promising avenues for future GATE research to achieve those objectives

VI. COMPUTER TIME

It is expected that small amounts of time on the NCAR computer 
will be available to workshop participants. However, any participant 
who foresees a requirement for significant computer time during the 
workshop or whose participation is dependent on having access to the 
computer must make his requirements known, both to his Section 
Organizers and to the Workshop Chairman, as soon as possible. Efforts 
will be made to provide the required support, but each requirement 
will have to be individually evaluated.
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Titles and abstracts for the 1977 GATE Workshop 
must be submitted to the appropriate section 
organizer(s) by October 1, 1976 (see GATE 
Information Bulletin No. 12 or AMS Bulletin 
57, p678 for organizer addresses). Note 
that the selection of participants will be 
completed by December 1, 1976. The sub
mitted abstracts will be principal factors 
in the section process. Any questions 
related to the workshop may be directed to 
a principal organizer or to the Workshop 
Chairman:

Dr. Richard S. Greenfield 
Program Director for GARP 
Climate Dynamics Research Section 
National Science Foundation 
Washington, D.C. 20550

* * * * * * * *  *

R E M I N D E R !  In the last numbered issue of the GATE INFORMA
TION BULLETIN (No. 12, April 1976) we informed our readership that the 
mailing list was being revised. We have by now received over 200 requests 
from individuals who wish to remain on the mailing list for future 
issues.

Because of its wide interest, this Special Issue is being 
circulated to all those who have been receiving the GATE INFORMATION 
BULLETIN, regardless of whether or not they sent in the questionnaire 
from GIB No. 12.

H O W E V E R ,  the next regular issue of GIB No. 13, now in 
preparation, will be sent only to those who have notified us that they 
wish to remain on the distribution list. If you have not notified us 
and do wish to receive subsequent issues, PLEASE TAKE THE TIME NOW TO 
FILL IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE FROM GIB No. 12 AND SEND IT TO NCAR,
Attention: Pat Jones.

* * * * * * *  * *
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