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Coronal sky time was up in May to 16% - pretty high for this time 
o f year, and a c t iv i ty  continued at a good le v e l  fo r  this time of 
the cycle (Fete claims that there have been more f la res  in the last 
two months than in the previous 12 put together).

The new Sanborn recorder for the K-coronameter is  now in fu l l  
operation and has replaced the old Texas Instrument recorders for  
a l l  data except the centering of the guider. In addition to y ie ld ing  
better data, this recorder w i l l  be a great aid in the data reduction. 
Beginning on 25 May a search has been made for  the Westford Needles 
recently  put into o rb it .  V/e are attempting to observe optica l 
scattering from the needles as they pass the sun. So far  the clouds 
have allowed observations to be made on only one day, and no evidence 
of the needles was apparent. The current plans now c a l l  for  the 
instrument to be moved to Hawaii immediately a fte r  the eclipse on 
20 July. The delay was caused by the in a b i l i ty  of the contractor 
to de liver  the new spar on time.

The f i lm  processing problem on the f la r e  patrol has been corrected, 
although the exact cause is not known to us. A new shutter blade 
was turned out by the shop, and th is is  a big help in contro lling 
the exposure.

Hal obtained some observations with the image tube and the spect.ro- 
heliograph at Mt. Wilson during the month. Ke has some very in te r 
esting photographs of the sun’ s disk in IO83O showing plages in 
absorption. As far as is known, these are the f i r s t  such pictures. 
There are now two complete setups fo r  image tubes, although both 
are s t i l l  in Boulder fo r  testing purposes.

The Halle f i l t e r  that is  being used with the 16 inch coronagraph 
wa s put in front of the small spectrograph and retuned during the 
month. I t  was quite a b it  o f f  temperature, and I  believe the 
pictures from i t  are improved now. The aperture at the occulting 
position  has been enlarged somewhat so that we get nearly a fu l l  
f i e ld  picture now. A film  with the intriguing name of Linagraph 
Shellburst has been tested in the system - i t  is s l igh t ly  faster 
than l+E, about comparable in grain, and not as contrasty. ^E s t i l l  
seems to be the best. One good long run of observations near the 
limb have been obtained, and they may make an in teresting movie 
sequence.

Red and green surveys were obtained on about ha lf of the days with 
the 5 inch coronagraph as well as a number of in teresting special 
observations. A p a rt ia l straight s l i t  Long Prominence program was 
shot that looks very nice according to Hal - this was the f i r s t  
good attempt at using the straight s l i t  on this program. Two 
excellen t Barium I I  sets were shot; one small active limb region 
gave fa in t to moderate yellow line ( fo r  the f i r s t  time in a year);



The Climax - May 1963

and a couple of very good H & K spicule sets were shot near the 
end of the month as well as several other sets earlier. Several 
K and H line series were obtained, as were also several Red line - 
Neon Source sets.
Flans are underway to paint both domes with some as yet undecided 
type of white paint. This will be done by a contractor. We also 
plan to plant grass of some type in the area to the south of the 
big dome this summer. All of the aspen that were planted late last 
fall around the small dome seem to have survived the winter, but 
they have not leafed out as yet - only budded. All of these things 
are calculated to improve the seeing around the domes (we hope).
In case there are some who have not heard, the Snowoff contest was 
a big success with the snow melting off on 12 May in the afternoon. 
This was a day that no one had picked, so the winners were those 
closest to this date - Jerry Weinberg and Carol Eddy on the morning 
of the 13th. They split the pot, getting $16.25 each, and I under
stand Jerry has already spent his share. This was, by the way, the 
earliest melt off date on record for the station. We had a short 
XH221EE winter, and now maybe it will be a long summer - another 
good fringe benefit under NCAR.


