
Boulder, Colorado-- Henry Lansford, information officer for the National
Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) here, is the author of an 18-page 
article on "Environmental Pollution" in the 1972 edition of "The Book of 
Popular Science," published by Grolier, Incorporated.

In this article, Lansford points out that pollution may be defined simply 
as the accumulation of something where man does not want it. However, he main
tains that a broader and more subtle definition is in ecological terms that 
consider man's impact on complex natural systems in which he is only one of 
many interacting elements. Failure to recognize and accept this definition, 
he says, has led to some ecological blunders that may have serious long-term 
global-scale consequences.

But in many areas of environmental concern, such as possible human 
influences on weather and climate, Lansford says that "neither the prophets 
of doom nor those who deny their prophecies can do much more than make informed 
guesses at this point. Scientists do not have the knowledge to do more than 
conjecture about the effects of many human activities on the global environment."

He goes on to say that "guesses are not good enough. We cannot afford 
to gamble on the proposition that we are creating global environmental catas
trophes. We should decide which human activities need closer examination.
Then scientists should evaluate exactly what these activities are doing to 
the environment and how they are doing it. Finally, their findings should be 
readily available to decision makers in government and other institutions, so 
that they can guide public policy in directions that will avoid environmental 
catastrophes."
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A graduate of Tulane University, Lansford joined NCAR in 1965, after 
spending the previous five years as a publications officer with the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. His articles on the 
physical sciences, the environment, and other subjects have appeared in 
"The Brittanica Yearbook of Science and the Future," "Science Digest," 
"Natural History," and other publications.
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