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22 November 1960

Joint release by the National Science Foundation and the University 

Corporation for Atmospheric Research; from the UCAR Director's office, 

Boulder, Colorado, Hlllcrest 3-1960. (NOTE: This information is being 

released also by the National Science Foundation, Washington 25, D. C.).

*

COLORADO SITE SELECTED FOR HEADQUARTERS OF 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH

Selection of Table Mountain near Boulder, Colorado, as site of 

headquarters for the National Center for Atmospheric Research was 

announced today by the National Science Foundation and the University 

Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR).

Table Mountain was selected as the best available location for 

the headquarters of the Center, in view of its central location with 

respect to research establishments and departments throughout the 

country, its excellent and growing research environment, and its ad

vantages for the study of particular atmospheric phenomena.

Because no single location could give access to all phenomena 

likely to be studied, however, the headquarters site may later be 

supplemented by field stations or supplementary research facilities 

elsewhere in the United States.

In making the announcement, Dr. Alan T. Waterman, Director of 

the National Science Foundation, said: "The Foundation has kept in 

close touch with the proceedings of the site survey--carried on by
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a UCAR committee--through the Director of the Center, Dr. Walter Orr 

Roberts. We believe UCAR has done a commendable job in carrying 

through on one of its most difficult and complex responsibilities, 

that of a site recommendation.

"We believe that this location will aid in the recruitment of 

top quality, well-trained scientists," he added. "The abilities of 

the central scientific group will directly affect the ultimate suc

cess of the National Center for Atmospheric Research."

Dr. Roberts stated: "The National Center will be primarily an 

intellectual enterprise, devoted to fundamental research on broad 

atmospheric problems. It will serve as a coordinating center for a 

wide-ranging network of such investigations. Such an effort can be 

expected to develop a much more comprehensive understanding of 

weather and other phenomena than has ever been possible through 

isolated research."

Land at the site will be made available by the State of Colo

rado without cost to the Federal Government.

NSF approval of the site came after two years of work by a UCAR 

Site Selection Committee composed of Dr. Werner A. Baum, Dean of 

Faculties, Florida State University; W. B. Harrell, Vice President 

for Business Affairs, University of Chicago; and Dr. Jerome A. Spar, 

Department of Meteorology and Oceanography, New York University.

Among the advantages offered by the Table Mountain location, 

the Committee noted the following:
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-- Boulder is a highly desirable base for study of hail, thunder

storms , tornadoes, and associated squall line phenomena in the 

area east of the Rockies.

-- Boulder is a desirable location for study of jet stream,

mountain wave, and weather in the belt of maximum westerlies, 

although not an appropriate location for hurricane study.

-- Boulder is centrally located with respect to the distribution 

of research centers now engaged in atmospheric research and 

training. This is important because of the Center's planned 

function as coordinator in multi-institution investigation.

-- Nearby mountainous areas produce local weather phenomena that 

may materially affect weather conditions throughout the Great 

Plains, and even more extensively over the United States.

Some of these mountain effects extend up as high as 80,000 

to 100,000 feet.

-- High ionospheric layers and atmospheric air glow phenomena 

can be readily observed and studied at this site.

-- Generally excellent flying conditions prevail, an advantage 

in accessibility of this location and in special atmospheric 

research projects in the area.

-- Boulder is an expanding research center with a hospitable 

scientific environment.

Governor Steve McNichols of Colorado was influential toward 

the establishing of the National Center when such an institution was
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first being considered by the National Academy of Sciences, the 

National Research Council, and the National Science Foundation. At 

the Governors' Conference in Florida in May, 1958, he introduced a 

resolution which the Conference adopted, commending the National 

Science Foundation's proposals for atmospheric research and urging 

Congressional support for them.

Purpose of the National Center for Atmospheric Research is to 

assist universities and other research institutions, through co

operative basic research, to increase our knowledge and understanding 

of the atmosphere and the physical processes that govern its behavior. 

The Center will, as its programs mature, be particularly concerned 

with fundamental studies on a planetary scale, such as:

-- Interpretation of radiative effect of changes in world cloud 

cover;

-- Understanding the development of planetary wave systems mani

fested in the meandering of the jet stream;

-- Analyzing the association between north and south hemisphere 

circulation on a year-to-year time scale.

The Table Mountain site is a tract of land approximately five 

hundred acres in area, lying directly south and west of the present 

city limits of Boulder. The main building area on the site is an 

isolated, nearly level mesa sheltered in the lee of the Front Range 

of the Rocky Mountains. The site overlooks the city, the surrounding 

plains to the east, the National Bureau of Standards and the University
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of Colorado to the north, and open country to the south. It is at 

an elevation of 300 to 600 feet above the land to the south, east, 

and north.

The Denver firm of Ken R. White Consulting Engineers was en

gaged to study and report on the suitability of several sites earlier 

considered, including the Table Mountain site. Architect Tician 

Papachristou examined the site from the standpoint of architectural 

utilization, and a consulting physicist, Dr. Joseph H. Rush, reported 

on the adaptability of the prospective site to the requirements of 

specialized facilities that may be utilized at the headquarters.

The National Center for Atmospheric Research will be managed 

for the National Science Foundation by the University Corporation 

for Atmospheric Research, composed of representatives of fourteen 

colleges and universities with degree-granting programs in meteorology. 

They are: University of Arizona; University of California; The Univer

sity of Chicago; Cornell University; The Florida State University;

The Johns Ilopkins University; Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 

University of Michigan; New York University; The Pennsylvania State 

University; Saint Louis University; Texas A and M College System; 

University of Washington; and University of Wisconsin.
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