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ANNOUNCEMENT OF DR. FRY'S APPOINTMENT

BOULDER, Color-Dr. Thornton C. Fry, nationally known computer expert 

and research director, has been appointed consultant to the director of 

the National Center for Atmospheric Research. His appointment was 

announced by Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, NCAR director, and Dr. H>nry G.

Houghton, chairman of the NCAR Board of Trustees.

Dr. Fry, who recatly retired as vice president for research and 

engineering of the Sperry-Rand Corporation, will advise Dr. Roberts on 

financial management and will supervise the development of the Center's 

computer facility.

The computer will be a chief tool in the Center's broad attack on 

basic atmospheric problems whose solution may lead to new and better
*

weather prediction methods, and, possibly, tar.weather control.
f)

Dr. JtFry previously served as vice president and director of the 

UNIVAC Engineering Division of Remington Rand and as assistant tothe 

director of the Bell Telephone Laboratories. He was amember of the 

Bell staff for more than 30 Jiears.

His fields of specialization are applied mathematics, mathematical 

physics, theory of probabity and computer theory. His book,"Probabiltiy
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and its Engineering Uses," is a standard text book in the field;

He has been a lecturer at Princeton and the Massachusetts Institute 

has
of Technology and/served three terms on the National Research Council,

Division of Physical Sciences

A graduate of Findlay College, Findlay, Ohio, Dr. Fry received

his Ph.D. degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1920. He also

F
received an honorary doctor of science degree from Jlindlay in 1958.

Dr. Fry has served as vice president of both the Anerican Mathe

matical Society and the American Mathematics Association, and is still 

a member of those groups, as well as of the American Astronomical Socieety,

the Society of Engineering Education, and the American Association for 

/the
Advancement of Science.

He is also a fellow t of the American Physical Society, the American 

Institute of Electrical Engineers and the Institute of Mathematical 

Statistics.

The National Center for Atmospheric Research was founded in 1960 

as part of a concerted national effort to improve and broaden the frHr- 

science of meteorology. It is supported by the National Science 

Foundation and governed by the University Corporation for Atmospheric



3

Research, whose members are 14 American universities with advanced 

programs in the atmospheric sciences.

Located in tempcoary quarters in Boulder, ttely be

housed in a laboratory being planned on a 500)jf- acre site on Table 

mountain, just south of Boulder.

The National Center will serve three main functions in proirottng 

atmospheric research. First, it will be a national center for basic 

research; second, it will be a cener for planning cooperative research 

programs, and third, it will serve as a research operations center,

s
providing nationals research facilities where a clear need ex^ts.
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