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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NCAR Scientific Balloon Flight Station to be 
Established in Texas -- Construction to 

Begin Immediately.

Boulder, Colorado-- A year-round facility devoted

exclusively to scientific balloon flights will be established this 

summer at Palestine, Texas by the National Center for Atmospheric 

Research (NCAR), Boulder, Colorado. Known as the NCAR Scientific 

Balloon Flight Station, its development will be funded by the 

National Science Foundation, sponsor of NCAR as well as of many 

leading scientific balloon experiments in recent years.

The station is expected to serve as a base for scientists 

whose research instruments are carried aloft in balloons for 

high altitude observations. Its establishment culminates nearly 

two years of planning, during which a clear national scientific 

need was established, scientific and other balloon experts were 

extensively consulted, and an extensive survey of potential 

sites in all parts of the United States was carried out.

The site at Palestine was selected on the basis of 

climatological conditions,expected flight trajectories, remoteness
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from established air lanes, existence of a suitable airport for 

use by aircraft in support of balloon experiments, cooperation 

of local officials, and other criteria.

Current plans call for establishment of the station on a 

temporary basis. Mayor Johnnie Herrington and the Palestine 

City Council, acting for the city, have made 183 acres of 

Palestine Airport land available for the station at a token 

lease price of $1. About $400,000 will be used for the develop

ment of the temporary facilities at the station. Construction 

is to begin immediately, and the station is expected to be in 

operation by fall.

The NCAR Scientific Ealloon Flight Station is being 

established as an integral part of the NCAR National Balloon 

Program, which is designed to spur improvement in balloon 

technology for use in scientific experiments and to make balloons 

more readily accessible to scientists who need their unique ability to 

float a large platform for heavy instruments at high altitudes 

over a long period of time. Balloons are particularly useful 

to atmospheric scientsts who wish to explore the highest reaches 

of the atmosphere and understand its composition and structure, 

to astronomers who wish to lift their telescopes above the 

clouding effects of the earth's atmosphere, and to physicists 

who wish to capture primary cosmic radiation particles.



The station will offer a better combination of climatological 

conditions and trajectories for recovery of valuable scientific 

payloads, on a year-round basis, than any current balloon-launching 

site.

Among its other advantages, the station will:

*Provide fixed equipment for launching, tracking, and 

communications.

*Provide assurance of safety from balloon-aircraft 

collision, because of its location remote from airways.

*Permit savings in the costs of scientific balloon 

flights by avoiding unnecessary duplication of field equipment.

*Reduce delays in flight programs, making possible more 

rapid progress in balloon technology.

*Build on recent advances by many Government agencies 

and private balloon firms. This should enable the station and 

the NCAR program to play an important role in the national effort 

to improve balloon technology to the point where balloons can more 

fully satisfy the demands that scientists are now putting on them.

In accordance with NCAR policy on national scientific 

facilities, use of the site will be open to all scientists 

regardless of affiliation. Emphasis will be placed on difficult 

balloon flights that are scientifically meritorious and whose 

successful execution will advance balloon technology. Develop

ment of the station, plans for its operation, and priorities
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for its use will be established by NCAR with the advice of its 

Panel on Scientific Use of Balloons, a group of scientsts with 

extensive experience in balloon experiments.

Present members of the panel are Dr. James K. Angell,

U. S. Weather Bureau; Dr. Alvin H. Howell, Tufts University;

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Northwestern University; Charles B. Moore, 

and Dr. Bernard Vonnegut, A. D. Little, Inc. (paired); Dr. Edward 

P. Ney and Dr. John R. Winckler, University of Minnesota (paired); 

Dr. Martin Schwarzschild, Princeton University; Willis B. Foster, 

Department of Defense; and Dr. Verner E. Suomi (Chairman), 

University of Wisconsin.

The Federal Aviation Agency, which governs the use of the 

nation's airspace, has approved the establishment of the station.

The site will contain a two-story, prefabricated operations 

and laboratory building and an asphaltic concrete launching area 

of approximately six and one-half acres. A total of 60 acres 

will be cleared, graded and replanted. The launch area is being 

designed to accommodate all launching techniques, payloads and 

balloons now in use or contemplated for land-based balloon flights, 

according to Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, director of the National 

Center.

The operation of the station will be administered by the 

NCAR Balloon Development Group, headed by Vincent E. Lally.
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Houselceeping and flight services will be supplied by private 

balloon contractors working on contract under close supervision 

by NCAR.

NCAR is operated by a 14-university management corporation, 

the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research, and is 

sponsored by the National Science Foundation. Founded in 1960 

and situated in Boulder, Colorado, NCAR is part of an intensified 

national effort to achieve new fundamental knowledge and comprehen

sive theory about the behavior of the atmosphere. NCAR has a 

three fold mission: to be an intellectual center where scientists 

is many disciplines can apply the specialized techniques of their 

individual fields to the study of atmospheric phenomena; to 

provide research facilities for which a clear national need has 

been established and which are too extensive for individual 

universities or research groups to build or maintain; and to 

provide sponsorship, support or facilities for planning conferences 

in the atmospheric sciences.
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