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TELEPHONE CHANGE

Once again the FGGE Newsletter has a new telephone number; namely 
(301) 443-8415.

FGGE OPERATIONAL YEAR COMPLETED

The World Data Center-A for Meteorology (WDC-A; Federal Building, Ashe
ville, N.C. 28801) is now in possession of the complete Main Level 11-b data 
set for the FGGE Operational Year (27 November 1978 - 30 November 1979).

Since the Operational Year data processing took precedence over the 
Build-up Year (January - November 1978) data processing, no Level 11-b data 
tapes for the Build-up Year have been produced yet. All data subsets for the 
Build-up Year from the FGGE data management components have been delivered to 
the Surface-Based Data Center (USSR) or the Space-Based and Special Observing 
System Data Center (Sweden). The first data tapes for the Build-up Year are 
expected to be mailed in early November, and the complete set of Build-up Year 
data tapes are now expected to be received by WDC-A in May 1981.

RESTRUCTURED FGGE LEVEL II-B DATA SUBSETS

The FGGE Level 11-b global data set was compiled on a 1 atitude-1ongitude 
grid every six hours. Such a structuring of the data set was selected to facili
tate its use in numerical models aimed at examining the basic objectives of 
the Global Weather Experiment. For many users a restructuring of the data by 
selected observing systems would be preferable. To accommodate these needs, 
the U.S. FGGE Project Office in conjunction with the National Climatic Center 
has developed a program to restructure and compact the Level 11-b data set for 
the FGGE Operational Year. This data set will be constructed on 1600 bpi tapes 
and consist of four subsets of Level 11-b data exclusive of satellite soundings 
and radiances as indicated in Table 1 below.

It is expected that such a restructured data set will permit a potentially
far larger number of scientists to use the FGGE Level 11-b data set directly.
The first 7 months of "restructured" data is expected to be available in 
December 1980.
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Table 1. Restructured FGGE Level 11-b Data Subsets

SUBSET TYPES OF DATA
TOTAL 

NO. TAPES
NO. DAYS 
PER TAPE

All Data Types Except Satellite 
Radiances and Soundings

61 6

1 Upper Air Profiles (RAOB, PIBAL, 
Aircraft Dropwindsonde, TWOS, 
LIMS Soundings)

19 20

2 Flight Level Data (AIREPS, AIDS, 
ASDAR, Constant Level Balloons, 
Satel1ite Winds)

7 60

3 Land Surface Data (SYNOP) 25 15

4 Marine Data (SHIP, BATHY, TESAC, 
Drifting Buoy, Satellite Sea 
Surface Temperature

13 30

CREATION OF A FINAL FGGE LEVEL II-B DATA SET

A significant amount of data for the FGGE Operational Year was not 
incorporated into the FGGE Level 11-b Data Set. Some data were received after 
scheduled availability times while other data were not considered when the FGGE 
data collection plans were drawn up. Additionally, during the Level 111-b 
processing, some systematic errors were detected in the FGGE Level 11-b data.

A special international strategy meeting was convened in September to study 
the feasibility of preparing a final Level 11-b data set which would incorporate 
the additional data available as well as correct the systematic errors. The 
meeting concluded that the effort was needed and resources were available. Sub
sequently, the WMO Working Group on the FGGE Data Management met and developed 
a plan for the preparation of the "Final Level Il-b Data Set" which would incor
porate the following data:

(1) The "Main Level 11-b Data Set" which is the set containing data from 
surface-based, space-based and special observing systems, produced 
in accordance with the schedules in the FGGE Data Management Plan.

(2) The "Single Supplementary Level 11-b Data Set" which is the set con
taining those data from surface-based, space-based and special 
observing systems which were delivered to the collecting centres 
after the scheduled cut-off times in the FGGE Data Management Plan, 
and which for that reason were not incorporated into the "Main Level
11-b Data Set".
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(3) The "Regional Level 11-b Data Sets" which are the sets containing 
data from the FGGE Regional Experiments (Winter MONEX, Summer MONEX 
and WAMEX).

(4) "Additional Available Level Il-b Data Sets", which are sets con
taining data produced for the FGGE Operational Year outside the 
framework of the FGGE Data Management Scheme, but which have been 
identified to be valuable for FGGE research.

The Swedish Level 11-b Data Centre plans to produce the Single Supple
mentary Level 11-b Data Set by June 1981. This Centre also plans to create 
the Final Level 11-b Data Set by August 1982.

STATUS OF LEVEL III-B DATA SETS

As of 30 September 1980, ECMWF reported that it had completed Level
111 — b production through 12 May 1979 and expected to finish its processing 
of FGGE Operational Year data by June 1981. WDC-A has received ECMWF Level 
111-b Operational Year tapes through 10 February 1979.

GFDL has completed an evaluation of its Level 111-b data processing and 
assimilation programs and has produced Level 111-b data through 5 January 1979. 
GFDL expects to finish its Level Ill-b processing by August 1982. WDC-A is 
expected to receive GFDL Level 111-b tapes beginning 15 December 1980 for 
the period starting with 1 January 1979.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. International Conference on Early Results of FGGE and the Large-Scale 
Aspects of the GARP Monsoon Experiments

An International Conference on Early Results of FGGE and Large-Scale 
Aspects of Its Monsoon Experiments, organized by the United States National 
GARP Committee, the Joint Scientific Committee (JSC) for GARP and the World 
Climate Research Program will be held 12-17 January 1981 at the Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, Florida. This conference will also be organized in 
conjunction with the AMS.

Contributed and invited papers on FGGE and its Monsoon Experiments will 
cover a range of topics which include: (1) impact of FGGE observing systems 
on global analysis, diagnostics and prediction; (2) sensitivity studies of 
physical processes with the FGGE data base; (3) planetary scale monsoon prob
lems; (4) Winter MONEX problems; (5) Summer MONEX problems; (6) WAMEX problems, 
and (7) oceanographic aspects of the monsoons.

Although the conference will emphasize the large scale aspects of monsoons 
as well as FGGE, it is anticipated that some papers on regional scale monsoon 
problems will be included. The Program Chairman is Prof. John A. Young, Dept, 
of Meteorology, University of Wisconsin, 1225 West Dayton Street, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53706 or telephone (608) 262-5963 or 2828. For hotel information, 
etc., contact Mrs. Marge von Goeben, Dept, of Meteorology, 404 Love Bldg., 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 32306.
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2. Summer Monsoon Satellite Wind Atlas

A limited number of copies of an atlas entitled "Summer Monsoon Windsets 
from Geostationary Satellite Data" are available to individual scientists with
out charge. The atlas was produced at the University of Wisconsin by J.A. 
Young, H. Virji, D.P. Wylie, and C. Lo.

During 1979, the GOES satellite over the Indian Ocean gave researchers 
the first opportunity to continuously view the monsoon circulation during one 
complete annual cycle. Special cloud tracking efforts at the University of 
Wisconsin allowed relatively complete synoptic wind coverage for the summer 
monsoon at two levels. The coverage included the experimental areas of Summer 
MONEX as well as the southern equatorial Indian Ocean during the period 1 May - 
31 July, and forms the basis for this atlas. These cloud motion vectors 
constitute the complete FGGE Level 11-b satellite wind data set produced at 
the University of Wisconsin, and form a majority of all upper air wind observa
tions over the Indian Ocean during this period. The gridded daily maps cover 
the "pre-monsoon", "onset" and "established" periods of evolution. Also shown 
are visible and infrared imagery from the TIROS-N satellite. These fields 
illustrate the applicability of the satellite data for future diagnostic study 
of the monsoonal "climate machine". Requests should be sent to Prof. John A. 
Young whose address is above.

3. Call for Contributions to Next Working Group 

on Numerical Experimentation (WGNE) Report

A large number of numerical studies performed in many countries are 
closely related to the GARP/WCRP NUMERICAL EXPERIMENTATION PROGRAM. The WGNE 
wishes to consider these activities as part of the GARP/WCRP program and to pro
duce a progress report on these efforts every nine months based on contributions 
from individual scientists.

Scientists engaged in numerical experimentation related to the GARP first 
objective or in model development, evaluation, sensitivity studies, etc., 
related to the WCRP (World Climate Research Program) are invited to submit a short 
report on their activities. A selection of these reports, based on relevance to 
the numerical experimentation program and adherance to the guidelines below, 
will be distributed as part of the next issue in the series.

Many groups already will have carried out experiments with the FGGE data. 
Reports on this work would be particularly relevant. Contributions should not 
exceed one typewritten page, unless they include figures or tables. They must 
be on sheets of 21x28cm or 8.5xl1in. with wide margins on all sides. Each 
contribution should have a title and should give the author's name and affilia
tion. Sheets may be folded for mailing. A photographic reproduction process 
wi 11 be used.

Please mail your reports to Ian D. Rutherford, Editor; Recherche en 
Prevision Nuinerique, #508; 2121 Trans-Canada Highway; Dorval, Quebec H9P 1J3, 
Canada by 30 May 1981. Approximately 750 copies of the next publication will 
be circulated in December 1980.


