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1985-16 For Release: Week of September 8-14, 1985

T O R  Invites Public to 25th Anniversary Open House on September 14

BOULDER --An ODen house featuring distinctive exhi ics for children and adults of 
all ages will be held at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) on 
September 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its Mesa Laboratory building overlookina 
Boulder at the base of the Rockies.

Special exhibits include a children's science show, a portable weather balloon 
launching system used aboard ocean-going ships, a termite farm, computerized 
storm formation graphics, a laser used to measure minute amounts of trace gases 
in the atmosphere, a video on the hazards of wind shear, and displays on acid 
rain, nuclear winter, and other new develooments in atmospheric research.

Visitors may also view NCAR's twin CRAY-1A computers, among the fastest machines 
in the world, and a new slide show describina the center's scientific research.

NCAR's Mesa Laboratory building is located at the west end of Table Mesa Drive on 
a site of more than 400 acres adjoining the mountain parklands in southwest 
Boulder. Visitors for the open house may use the NCAR parking lot or a free 
shuttle bus service provided for the occasion. A marked van will leave from the 
parking lot of St. Martin de Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa Drive, every hour on 
the hour and Ivalf hour to bring visitors up to the mesa between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

In addition to exhibits at the main laboratory, the public may tour NCAR's 
Research Aviation Facility at Jefferson County airport in Broomfield. Aircraft 
buffs may view NCAR's twin-enqine North American Rockwell Sabreliner jet, four- 
engine Lockheed Flectra and twin-turboprop Reechcraft Kina Air research aircraft. 
There will also be a slide presentation on scientific projects usina the aircraft, 
and RAF staff will be present to answer questions. (See enclosed map.)

Members of NCAR's scientific and technical groups will be staffing the exhibits 
and demonstrations. Preparations for the event, the first in five years, have 
been in process since early spring.

NCAR and the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research, which operates the 
center, are celebrating their 25th anniversary this year with the theme, "Our 
Atmosphere, Our Future." The laboratory is sponsored by the National Science 
Foundation, the federal agency responsible for the support of basic research 
across the nation.

MOTE: The open house event is in addition to NCAR's regular visitor 
arrangements, including quided tours of the Mesa Laboratory exhibit areas.

-The Fnd-

Joan Vandiver Frisch, Manager 
Media Relations and Information Services
National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colorado 80307, (303) 497-8721

T h e N atio n al C en ter fo r  A tm osp h eric R esearch  is operated  by the U niversity  C o rp o ratio n  fo r A tm osp h eric R esearch  under the sponsorship  o f the N ational Scien ce  Fou ndation .


