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NCAR Program Director Receives A M S ’s Louis J. Battan Award.

John Firor, director of the Advanced Study Program and former NCAR director, has 
been honored with the American Meteorological Society’s Louis J. Battan award. This 
award is presented to an author of an outstanding newly published book on the 
atmospheric sciences with consideration to those books that foster public 
understanding of m eteorology.

The award is “in recognition of Dr. Firor’s popular book, The Changing Atmosphere. 
which clearly explains the complex relations between anthropogenic atmospheric 
effects and societal issues.” He accepted the award this week at the 72nd annual 
meeting of the AMS.

Firor was educated at the Georgia Institute of Technology and the University of 
Chicago, where he earned his Ph.D in physics. He has been a fellow of the American 
Meteorological Society since 1972 and has served on numerous advisory boards 
throughout his career.

In addition to his work at NCAR, Firor is also a trustee of the World Resources Institute 
and the Environmental Defense Fund. He chairs the advisory board of the Natural 
Resources Law Center at the University of Colorado and is a director of the External 
Tanks Corporation—an effort to reuse, in space, the large fuel tanks discarded by the 
space shuttle.

Firor has been a visiting professor at the California Institute of Technology and the 
University of Wyoming, a professor-adjoint at the University of Colorado, a visiting 
scholar at Resources for the Future in Washington, D.C., and a senior fellow at the 
Hubert Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota.

In his scientific research, Firor has joined expeditions to observe solar eclipses in 
New Guinea, Brazil and Kenya, and an expedition to measure continental structure 
along the Andes mountains of Peru, Bolivia and Chile. In 1981, he piloted an 
instrumented sailplane for in-cloud measurements during the Cooperative 
Convective Precipitation Experiment.

Besides the award-winning book—which is also available in Japanese and Greek 
editions—Firor has published many articles on the impacts of global warming and 
has given congressional testimony regarding policy im plications of global warming.
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