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NCAR Hosts Live Satellite Broadcast for 5 Million Students in U.S., Canada

The National Center for Atmospheric Research's visualization laboratory is the site of a live 
educational satellite "field trip," produced by the Live Educational Resource Network (LERN), 
Inc., a not-for-profit public agency, on Friday, April 2, featuring NCAR scientist Warren 
Washington, between noon and 1:30 p.m. EST.

Approximately 5.2 million students and teachers throughout the continental United States, 
Hawaii, and Canada are participating in the interactive satellite broadcast titled, "Caretakers of 
the Earth: Restoring the Balance," aired on C-band or KU-band satellite hookups. The program 
is airing live from three locations, including the National Science Teachers Association national 
convention in Kansas City; a Native American school in southern New Mexico, and NCAR in 
Boulder, Colorado.

LEARNLINK specializes in bringing interactive television directly into middle and high school 
classrooms along with numerous college and university campus sites. Students and teachers are 
directly involved in the broadcasts. After an initial overview of NCAR filmed in the Scientific 
Computing Division's visualization laboratory with Warren Washington and visits to the other 
live sites, the remainder of the show will feature a question-and-answer portion involving 
three teenage hosts and the other program participants at all three live sites. As part of each 
broadcast, students in the classroom can ask questions, via satellite and a toll-free number, 
with Washington and other scientists at the other two sites who are working in specialized areas 
of the earth sciences.

Over the past three years, LERN has taken students and teachers on 14 satellite field trips. At 
no charge to viewers or downlink sites, the students and their teachers have traveled three 
times to EPCOT Center at Disney World, twice to NASA's Space Lab at the Johnson Space Center 
in Texas, and once each to the Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution in Florida, Sea World of 
Florida, and Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama. They recently completed their first live 
broadcast from France.

Previous broadcasts have included the subjects: "The Wild Blue Yonder and Beyond,"
"Food for the Future," "Fueling Man's Flight to the Future," "Oeillades at Newton's Laws," 
"Romancing the Stones—the Lunar Stones," "Food Science—Technology with Taste," "Get Hooked 
on Aquaculture," "Spacelab Life Sciences—the Ultimate Human Adventure," "Mars— Live the 
Adventure," "Red Star in Orbit," "Pathway to the Stars: Hawaii's Quest for Space," "Women in 
Science: Seizing Opportunities to Strengthen America's Future," and "Environmentality: 
Learning to Share Our World."

NCAR is sponsored by the National Science Foundation.
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