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NCAR Computing User Conference to Highlight New Developments

The NCAR Scientific Computing Division will hold the Ninth SCD User Conference on 
June 11-12, as well as a one-day overview class on the new Thinking Machines CM-5 
(a massively parallel processor), on June 14. The user conference is the latest in a 
series that are held roughly every two years to keep users informed of the latest trends 
in NCAR computing. The theme of this year’s conference is “High-Performance 
Computing at NCAR in the ‘90s.” The CM-5 overview class will cover architecture and 
parallel programming techniques.

Pete Peterson, deputy director of SCD, will open the conference with an overview 
covering current usage, recent enhancements, and recent installation of the CM-5 and a 
CRAY-3; the latter, the newest CRAY and fastest com m ercially available 
supercomputer, is here for a six-month test period. Bill Buzbee, SCD director, will 
discuss four trends in high-speed computing; m igration of some jobs from 
supercomputers to powerful microprocessors, growth in use of parallel processing, need 
for capacious and efficient mass storage, and use of high-speed networks to exploit 
national data resources.

Richard Loft, Thinking Machines Corp. (CM-5), and Ron Larson, Cray Computer Corp. 
(CRAY-3), will introduce their respective machines.

These other presentations by SCD staff will follow:

• Bob Lackman, "What's New in NCAR Graphics 3.2," the version due to be released 
in late June.

• Tim Scheitlin and Don Middleton, “Creating High-Quality Videos at NCAR.”
• John Sloan, “Current Plans for the NCAR Mass Storage System.”
• Don Morris, “National Network Futures.”
• Dennis Joseph, “Overview of NCAR's Data Archives.”
• Don Middleton, “Addressing the User Interface for SCD’s Distributed Computing 

Environment.”
• Dan Anderson, "Are C luster Farms 'Green'?"— a ta lk on the NCAR cluster 

experiment using a "cluster" of IBM RS/6000 workstations. Clusters offer the 
potential to do some types of large-scale computing by spreading the work over a 
number of relatively low-cost processors.

NCAR is sponsored by the National Science Foundation.
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