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The events for approval of the Summary for Policy Makers (SPM) of the IPCC report took 

place at UNESCO.  This was about a 20 minute walk from our hotel. The CLAs (Coordinating 
Lead Authors of the 11 chapters, 2 each chapter) and invited experts (30 or so in all) assembled 
on Saturday and Sunday before the Intergovernmental meeting to go over the comments by 
governments on the draft SPM.  We prepared possible responses and text to update the report. 

The SPM was approved line by line by 113 governments in a major meeting in Paris from 
29 January to 1 February, 2007. The meeting began on Monday 29 January at 10:00 a.m. with a 
large number of press present for the opening session of speeches.  We began the afternoon 
sessions at 3:00 p.m. but with no coffee/tea breaks at any time.  The meeting adjourned Monday 
at 6:00 p.m., as scheduled, and was followed by a reception.  Progress on the report was slow and 
undue amounts of time were used on trivial word-smithing and longwinded speeches by 
politicians.  At the end of the day we had approved about half the amount of text required to 
finish in the time available. 

Tuesday began at 10:00 a.m. and again broke at 1:00 p.m. to restart at 3:00 p.m. after lunch.  
At 4:45 p.m. the section on radiative forcing was completed and the observations (my section) 
were dealt with, so I was on the podium until we adjourned at 6:00 p.m. for an official dinner.  
The rate was still very slow and about 20% of the report was done in about 40% of the time 
available. 

Wednesday, day 3 we continued and we spun off a “contact group” to deal with language 
on tropical storms. Lunch was as usual, but by then 29% of the text was approved vs 58% of the 
time having passed.  Hence an evening session was scheduled and the “dinner” break was only 
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. with sandwiches brought in.  However, the contact group met during this 
time and I gave a short powerpoint presentation of 15 slides on the observational evidence, so I 
had no break at all.  We resumed with some progress and several optional drafts on the screen.  
Subsequently the U.S. put forward suggested text, and after 10:00 p.m. I assembled a group of 4 
experts (myself, Brian Hoskins, Isaac Held and Neville Nicholls) to take those suggestions and 
we came up with proposed new text that was subsequently agreed to by the U.S.  

The observations section was otherwise completed at 9:05 p.m. that evening. Hence I was 
on deck for 8 ½ hours with a break of 1 ½ hours but that was taken up by the contact group (no 
break at all for over 11 hours). We also lost the translation at that time, and fortunately no-one 
objected so we were able to continue. The session adjourned for the day at 12:20 a.m.  One hour 
was spent on a single sentence wrangling over the attribution statement.  Another contact group 
was tasked to deal with several points that had come up on temperature projections and sea level. 

On Thursday, the second contact group started at 8:00 a.m., and the tropical storms 
breakout group (including me) started at 8:45 a.m.  Some further minor modifications were made 
to the tropical storms bullet and it was then agreed to and carried back into the plenary where it 
was later approved.  The full session began at 9:45 a.m. with a brief address by the French 
minister for science (?) 



By 1:00 p.m. Friday (lunch) 63% of the text was approved.  The chair (Solomon) tightened 
up and word-smithing largely disappeared in all the rest of the report, although progress hung up 
several times on items that at first sight seemed benign.  We took a very short break for 
sandwiches at lunch, and finally approved the text and figures in the report at 10:40 p.m. at night.  
The TSU rushed off and assembled the report which was copied and handed out over an hour 
later.  It was finally approved and the full report accepted at 12:40 a.m. early Friday morning.  So 
we were done, finally, but with a great rush at the end. 

On Friday, the full press conference began at 09:30 a.m. and there were a reported 500 
press registered. However, I did a TV interview with Good Morning America at 08:30 on tape for 
showing later. There must have been order 50 TV cameras set up in the room.  The plenary 
session of presentation and some Q&A went for an hour.  I subsequently did many TV interviews 
(Skye, BBC, Turkish TV, Japanese TV, one other? and many radio interviews.  I also did many 
interviews with reporters.  However, it was very chaotic and poorly organized by UNESCO.  
Many reporters had signed up to spend some time with me in 15 minute slots but I was never 
given a schedule and it ended up being first in first served.  I completed interviews about 3:30 
p.m. and, after doing some email, returned to the hotel at about 4:30 p.m. to get ready for the US 
telecon at 6:00 p.m.  Over 60 media people signed in for the telecon, and it went on for an hour 
and about 20 minutes, until 7:20 p.m.  It went well, with Richard Somerville, myself, Jerry Meehl 
and Linda Mearns (at NCAR) all participating.   

At 8:00 p.m. I was on live by phone on National Public Radio (NPR) in the US on Science 
Friday with Ira Flato.  I had some trouble with feedback in my phone (my voice coming back to 
me slightly delayed) that was quite disconcerting, and my concentration was no longer as good as 
earlier in the day, but it went OK.  So that finished at 8:20 p.m, and I rushed out with Jon 
Overpeck to get some dinner.  I was back by 9:25 p.m. to get ready for a taxi pick up to go to the 
AP studios across town, where I was hooked up for a broadcast on TV to the U.S. for the Lehrer 
News Hour at 10:30 p.m. Paris time.  I was on with Michael Oppenheimer for 9 minutes.  It was 
not easy, as I was in a room with only an earpiece and camera pointing at me, and no sight of 
when I was on the screen or what was on.  I was back in my hotel room about 11: 30 p.m. 

So it was an incredibly long day, requiring great alertness, from early morning.  And that 
was on top of two days where I did not get to bed until 1:30 a.m. or so (as the hotel is a 20 minute 
walk from UNESCO). 

 My colleague, Phil Jones was quoted in the Guardian newspaper upon being asked if he 
was feeling a sense of history at the completion of the report.  He responded “Mainly what I am 
feeling is knackered”.  Seems about right. 
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