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N C A R 's  E S IG  Con venes  In te r n a t io n a l  W orkshop  in B u d a p es t  on the 
Poss ib le  Value o f  El  Nino Forecas t ing  to Fam ine  Ear ly  W arnin g  Sys tems

A very select group o f 28 participants from A ustralia, England, E thiopia, Haiti, 
Hungary, Indonesia, Kenya, Nam ibia, N igeria, Sw itzerland, the United States, 
Uzbekistan (part of the form er Soviet Union) and Zimbabwe will meet in Budapest, 
Hungary, O ctober 25 to 28, to explore the possible value to fam ine early-w arning 
system s of inform ation regarding the onset o f El Nino events in the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean.

The workshop will be convened by M ichael Glantz, head o f NCAR's Environm ental 
and Societal Im pacts Group (ESIG), with support from the United Nations 
Environm ent Program  (UNEP) and the Agency for In ternational D evelopm ent's (AID) 
Office of Foreign D isaster Assistance in W ashington, D.C. NCAR is sponsored by the 
N ational Science Foundation.

The topic will be the value o f dissem inating inform ation about im pending 
occurrences of the El Nino-Southern Oscillation, or ENSO. Popularly known as El 
Nino, it is a recurrent change in sea-surface tem peratures in the tropical Pacific, 
whose varia tions every few years affect w eather patterns from southern and eastern 
Africa across the Indian and Pacific Oceans to Peru and Brazil. Some researchers 
have noted that sta tistical correlations suggest possib le linkages betw een droughts in 
various part o f the sub-Saharan A frica and these tem perature changes. As a result, 
there 's a strong suggestion that inform ation used in attem pting to forecast the onset 
and severity o f an ENSO event may be operationally useful in early-w arning systems.

G lantz' w orkshop will bring together ENSO researchers and forecasters, early 
warning specialists, and clim ate impacts researchers to focus on the use of ENSO- 
related inform ation  in early-w arning  system s designed to identify  im pending severe 
food shortages, particularly  in sub-Saharan Africa. Each participant will present a 
discussion paper. A second workshop, to be convened in early 1994 by Glantz, will be 
held in Southeast Asia, focusing on a variety of early warning system s for areas 
affected by typhoons, droughts and floods. Proceedings of these w orkshops will be 
p u b l is h e d .

O ther organizations and agencies involved in the ESIG workshop include the Food 
Security Project and the National M eteorological Services Agency of Ethiopia; the 
Land & A griculture Policy Center in Johannesburg, South Africa; the M inistry of 
Environm ent at the D epartm ent o f International R elations in B udapest, Hungary; the 
United N ations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O rganization; the Kenya 
M eteorological D epartm ent in Nairobi; the United N ations Food and A griculture 
O rganization; the Southern A frican D evelopm ent Com m unity’s Regional Early 
W arning System  in Zimbabwe; the newly created United N ations D epartm ent of 
H um anitarian A ffairs' D rought Em ergency in Southern A frica Program m e; the Aral 
Sea Centre o f the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan; the National Oceanic and 
Atm ospheric A dm inistration 's Office of Global Program s; and several U. S. and 
foreign university  representatives as well as UNEP, AID and NCAR participants.
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