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Father o f Chaos Theory, M IT Prof Lorenz to Give Public Lecture in Boulder

Edward Lorenz, popularly considered the "father of chaos theory," who has led a 
distinguished career as a mathematician and meteorology professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, will give a free public 
lecture, "Climate Is What You Expect," sponsored by NCAR in Boulder, Colorado. 
Lorenz will speak here on December 9, at 5:30 p.m. in NCAR's main seminar room.

Winner of several prestigious awards in the United States and abroad, Lorenz most 
recently received the Roger Revelle Medal from the American Geophysical Union in 
1992; the Kyoto Prize from the Inamori Foundation in Kyoto, Japan, in 1991; and the 
Holger and Anna-Greta Crafoord Prize from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. 
Lorenz was also elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and 
the National Academy of Sciences, and an honorary fellow of the American 
Meteorological Society and the Indian Academy of Sciences. He is a foreign member of 
the former Soviet Union's Academy of Sciences.

In his talk, Lorenz will discuss whether the internal dynamics of the climate system, 
together with the external processes acting on it, uniquely determine the climate. He 
will consider the merits and shortcomings of a number of possible definitions of 
climate, each one formulated in the spirit of saying, "Climate is what you expect." He 
will illustrate climate determinism or the lack of it, according to the chosen definition, 
with a simple dynamical system.

Lorenz began his career as a teaching fellow in mathematics at Harvard University. 
After taking time out to serve as a weather forecaster in the U. S. Army Air Corps from 
1942 to 1946, Lorenz began his career at MIT as a research staff member from 1946 to 
1955. In 1962, he became a professor of meteorology and served as head of the 
Department of Meteorology and Physical Oceanography from 1977 to 1981. Since then 
he has been a visiting scientist at meteorological centers around the world, including 
the European Centre for Medium Range W eather Forecasts and the University of Oslo. 
In 1987, he was appointed professor emeritus of meteorology at MIT, where he has 
spent the bulk of his distinguished career.

Professor Lorenz's talk is the fifth in a series of public lectures sponsored by NCAR 
with the support of the National Science Foundation (NSF). Organized through 
NCAR's Climate System Modeling Advisory Committee, the lecture series is intended 
for an audience of nonspecialists with an interest in science. The series explores a wide 
range of topics in the science of studying the earth as a whole system and is being 
presented by a distinguished group of internationally renowned scientists between 
April 1993 and January 1994. NCAR is sponsored by NSF.
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