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Bonner Takes Reins of 10,000-Member American Meteorological Society

BOULDER—William Bonner, head of a new operational meteorological education and 

training program for the nation's weather forecasters located at the University Corporation 

for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) in Boulder, Colorado, will become president of the 

10,000-member American Meteorological Society (AMS) following its national meeting in 

New Orleans the week of January 14.

The AMS is the principal professional organization for college-trained 

meteorologists who hold degrees in atmospheric science, meteorology or related fields. The 

Society, headquartered on Boston's Beacon Hill, sponsors a variety of special scientific 

conferences each year on specific subjects such as radar meteorology and severe storms. It 

also publishes a variety of scholarly meteorological journals and is active in promoting 

scientific education throughout the nation's schools.

AMS members include research scientists at organizations such as the National 

Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder; professors at UCAR's 58 member 

universities in the United States and Canada; broadcast meteorologists for the nation's 

television newscasts; meteorologists who are employed in the private sector as well as by 

the National Weather Service (NWS), the National Environmental Data and Information 

Service, the Environmental Research Laboratories, all part of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and staff of the U.S. Air Force's Air Weather Service.

Bonner has a broad background, which includes the majority of these meteorological 

professions. After receiving a B.A. degree in liberal arts from the University of Chicago, he
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went on to receive a B.S. degree in meteorology from Pennsylvania State University, then 

M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in meteorology from the University of Chicago.

He has taught meteorology at both the University of Chicago and the University of 

California at Los Angeles. He also served a stint as staff meteorologist at KNBC-TV in Los 

Angeles. Between 1970 and 1990, Bonner has held various research and administrative 

posts with NOAA, beginning as a research meteorologist with the National Weather Service's 

Techniques Development Laboratory. During that time, he was also a visiting lecturer at the 

University of Maryland's Institute for Geophysical Fluid Dynamics and Applied Mathematics.

Since then he has held a variety of administrative positions including chief, Data 

Assimilation Branch, National Meteorology Center; director, Eastern Region, NWS; Deputy 

Director, NWS; and then director, National Meteorological Center, from 1981 until April

1 990.

Among his professional honors, Bonner was a Ford Foundation fellow and was elected 

a fellow of the AMS. He received the Presidential Rank Award, Senior Executive Service, in
(

1982 and 1990, and the Department of Commerce Gold Medal in 1989.

Bonner was tapped tc be the first director of UCAR's Cooperative Program for 

Operational Meteorology, Education and Training (COMET) in April 1990. COMET'S role is 

to link the research labs of NCAR, NOAA's Environmental Research Laboratories and UCAR 

universities with operations and training of the nation's weather forecasters; to involve 

UCAR universities and research laboratories with operational meteorologists; and to 

facilitate the transfer of research results to weather forecasting.

UCAR is a not-for-profit university membership consortium which carries out 

programs to benefit the atmospheric, oceanic and related sciences. Its 58 -member 

institutions grant Ph.D.s in the aforementioned fields. Among its other activities, UCAR 

operates NCAR under sponsorship of the National Science Foundation and the Institute for 

Naval Oceanography with Navy sponsorship through the Office of Naval Research.
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