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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER 2013 

  
 9-13 AGU Annual Meeting San Francisco 

    UCP Booth #207 
  

 17 UCP Annual Holiday Celebration, FL4 2nd Floor 

  3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
  

 18 UCAR Education Group meeting, FL4-2101 

  3:00 p.m - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 

I recently came back from 2 days in Ames, Iowa, visiting our 
UCAR partners at Iowa State University.  Before I left, someone 
asked why visit universities and why start with Iowa State?  
Next to water, food is probably the simple most important 
challenge society faces, in terms of resources, around the 
planet.   Agriculture, in a broader sense, is in the crosshair of 
any future we have. Here was an opportunity to visit a premier 
institution that approaches agriculture from pretty much all 
directions, not shying away from sometimes opposing 
viewpoints and even objectives. As it turns out, ISU is pretty 
much US Ag Central.    And besides, it’s Iowa!  Corn, cows and 
flat with the black dirt and elm trees I grew up with in 
Wisconsin.  What’s not to like? 
 
While I did get a ‘crash course’ in all things ag, I also found 
unexpected things.  To start with, Gene Takle, Chitra Rajan, 
and Jill Euken took me at my word, building a remarkable 
detailed agenda that included experts on biofuels, the 
bioeconomy, plant breeding for extreme climate, impact of 
climate on plant pathology, coordinated agriculture programs 
that are trying to adjust to climate, food security and 
sustainability (and yes, it did keep going!).  Dozens of 
scientists graciously spent time to provide insight into a 
myriad of approaches to the wider ag challenges we face, 
filling my brain with their latest results. 
 
But what was unexpected?  UCAR has always had a 
commitment to support its university partners.  Increasingly, 
we are looking for opportunities to expand on that support – 
both on the research side, but increasingly on the service side.  
Iowa has built a lot of its support structure by collaboration 
across departments, campus and institutional activities.  It 
could be that the next step for them is to tap more 
consciously into some of the UCP support resources they 
haven’t considered.  We can explore together new 
opportunities for how UCAR can support its university 
partners -- some nearly immediately and some over the long 
term.   

Two examples illustrate what I found.  As a 
land grant school, part of its missions is 
bringing its science and education to Iowans 
across the state.  During my visit, several 
groups came with specific areas that they 
were looking for support for:  K-12 
educational content, UG education best 
practices (including REU-like programs, cross-
campus diversity initiatives, etc.), models for 
public outreach, and a need for an external 
evaluator.  Spark, not surprisingly, was ready-
made to fit their needs with readily available 
K-12 content (they had, of course, already 
known about NSDL), new models for UG 
engagement through the expanded SOARS 
vision, and UConnect.  Add in Valerie Williams, 
UCP’s evaluator, and UCP was able offer 
options for almost all of their requests.  In the 
new year, we will begin to pair Spark and ISU 
staff to identify concrete funding 
opportunities that they can jointly pursue to 
the benefit of both.  ISU wants to be seen as a 
model for how UCAR can support an entire 
state-wide effort in education and outreach, 
something that UCP has been interested in 
exploring.  Win-win-win-win…capacity in the 
process.   
 
 
 

By Emily CoBabe-Ammann 
 

http://s36.a2zinc.net/clients/agu2013/agu2013/public/MainHall.aspx?ID=34&sortMenu=101000
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GLOBE Update 
The GLOBE 2014 calendar, illustrated by GLOBE 
students from around the world, will be available 
for download from the GLOBE website in 
December.  Images from more than 250 entries –
depicting the uniqueness of GLOBE students’ 
local environments- will illustrate the calendar. 

Art from last year’s competition will continue to 
be on display on the first floor of the NCAR Mesa 
Lab through December 2013.  If you are up at 
the Mesa, be sure to have a look! 

The next UCAR Education Group meeting 
focusing on Newsletters and Pinterest for 
Education resources will be on December 18, 
3:00-4:30 p.m., in the GLOBE conference room 
(FL4-2101).  The meeting will be hosted by Julie 
Malmberg (GLOBE) and Moira Kennedy (Spark). 

The GLOBE Program is pleased to announce that 
Taiwan has joined the GLOBE Community as the 
newest Partner in the Asia and Pacific Region.  
Implementation of The GLOBE Program in Taiwan 
will be administered by the National Central 
University and led by Project Coordinator, Dr. 
Pay-Liam Lin, of the Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences and Graduate Institute of Atmospheric 
Physics.  He will be assisted by Ms. Wei-Jun 
(Grace) Chen.  The GLOBE implementation is 
supported by the Taiwanese National Science 
Council. 
 

FROM THE DIRECTOR (cont.) 
state-wide effort in education and outreach, something 
that UCP has been interested in exploring.  Win-win-
win-win… 
 
A second, longer term, opportunity presented itself in 
one of the last meetings of the visit.  ISU has an 
extensive program in food security, including the Seed 
Science Center which tests and monitors seeds 
worldwide to improve seed production and quality 
assurance.  One of their new initiatives is the multi-
partner Global Food Security Consortium, a group that 
is dedicated to addressing the problems of food 
security through focused research initiatives.  During 
our conversations, we discussed how UCP programs 
could help bring that research to stakeholders, building 
capacity in the process.  There seems to be roles for 
COMET, JOSS, VSP, Unidata, GLOBE, and Spark in their 
future plans.  At the end, UCAR was asked to join the 
Consortium, with the specific goal of providing the 
science support services the group will identify.  This 
partnership has great potential for UCP in the long 
term, with new funding possibilities as we move 
forward. 
 
I’m not suggesting that every university visit will be as 
productive as my visit to Iowa.  But UCAR, and 
particularly UCP, can benefit from such interactions by 
looking at the collective opportunities between the 
university partners and the UCP programs – particularly 
when UCP programs can be presented on their own 
strengths, as well as a more integrated ‘full-service’ set 
of capabilities.  At the end, this partnering should lead 
to new funding opportunities for both sides! 
 
 
JOSS in the News 
Winners of the 2013 Greengov Presidential Awards are 
announced.  JOSS’s Megan McVey of the US Global 
Change Research Program (USGCRP) is part of a team 
that designed and developed an interactive post-Sandy 
sea level Rise tool.  More information may be found 
here. 

 

The GLOBE program was recently awarded the 
Liferay Pulse Award for Website of the Year.  
Liferay Pulse Awards recognize the people and 
companies behind innovative and creative 
solutions built using Liferay Portal.  The Liferay 
Pulse Awards were first announced at the Liferay 
Symposium North America in San Francisco, 
California, on Oct. 21, 2013.   

 

Awards and Recognition 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/11/05/obama-administration-announces-winners-2013-greengov-presidential-awards
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Spark 
GEO REU:  A workshop for REU leaders 
9 December 2013, 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Spark’s SOARS Program will host a workshop at the 
2013 AGU Fall Meeting to explore what makes 
undergraduate research experiences successful.  Panel 
speakers and working groups will discuss best practices 
in designing internship programs, recruiting diverse 
students, supporting science mentors, and assessing 
program effectiveness, as well as funding opportunities 
and program sustainability.  Details may be found on 
the workshop website. 

Science Careers Webinar Series hosted by SOARS 
3 December 2013, 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
SOARS will be launching a new webinar series on 
careers in the atmospheric sciences with a presentation 
on “Internship Opportunities at NCAR/UCAR/UCP.”  The 
inaugural webinar is a collaborative effort between all 
internship coordinators at NCAR/UCAR/UCP and will 
feature speakers from CISL, EOL and SOARS.  Extra 
resources and tips will be provided for students here. 

 

 
 

AWARDS and RECOGNITION (cont.) 
With four categories including Best in Design and 
User Interface, Best Mobile Experience, Multiple 
Platform Integration and Website of the Year, the 
Pulse Awards for customers spanned the wide 
breadth and scalability of the portal and its 
implementations. 

Funded by NASA, the new GLOBE website Liferay 
portal debuted in July 2012 and is the product of 
the team at Raytheon Web Solutions (RSW) (sic) 
with the collaboration by the GLOBE Program 
Office (GPO) technical team.  The Data 
Information Systems (DIS) Team, GPO Staff and 
the GLOBE Community should all be recognized 
for their significant contributions. 

Winning the Liferay Pulse Award for Website of 
the Year Award has been cause for celebration.  
“Both technical teams at Raytheon Web Solutions, 
and the GLOBE Program Office should be proud 
of the many boundaries they pushed, and 
creative solutions they produced, while 
developing and creating the website portal and 
the applications that make this all possible,” said 
Jonathan Lang, GPO Technology Manager. 

 

 Congratulations to Wendy Abshire of Spark on 
her election to the AMS Council as an Academic 
representative.  Wendy will assume her new 
duties in February 2014. 

Congratulations to Terry Mitchell of Unidata for 
coming up with the name of our new Newsletter 
–The UCP Pulse– and thank you to everyone who 
submitted a contribution! 

Name That Newsletter 
 

http://www.globe.gov/
http://www.soars.ucar.edu/
https://spark.ucar.edu/internship-application-tips
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Spark (cont.) 
NGSS Alignment:  What does it mean and 
how do you do it? 

Spark’s Formal Education Program Manager, Lisa 
Gardiner, presented about the Next Generation 
Science Standards at the 20 November GLOBE 
Program webinar “NGSS Alignment:  What does it 
mean and how do you do it?” with Dr. Matt 
Gilmore of the University of North Dakota and 
Kristin Wegner of the GLOBE Program.  The 
presenters and participants had a lively 
discussion about how different districts and 
regions are implementing the new science 
standards. 

 

COMET News 

COMETS’s latest MetEd publication is ASMET 7:  
Forecasting Fog for Aviation:  Kenya Case Study.  
This lesson aims to improve aviation forecasts of 
fog in the African airspace by teaching 
forecasters to make more accurate forecasts 
using satellite imagery, numerical weather 
prediction, and other available data.  This lesson 
is one of three aviation case studies developed 
by the ASMET project to improve aviation 
forecasting in Africa.  Refer to: 

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.p
hp?id=1027. 
 
 

We Want to Hear from You 
 The UCP Director’s Office now has an online 
anonymous suggestion box as another way for 
staff to communicate directly with Emily.  
Comments or suggestions will be submitted 
anonymously to Emily’s email, 
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/sugge
stionsbox.php3 

https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionsbox.php3
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1027

