
 

 

 

 

From the “Guest” Director 

December  2014/January  2015  

By Karyn Sawyer, JOSS Director 

 

 

 

 

In September 2014, I visited India with Tom Bogdan 

(UCAR President) and Scott Rayder (Tom’s senior 

advisor). Embarking on this adventure, we had two 

main objectives. The first objective was to sign a 

Memorandum of Understanding with India’s Ministry 

of Earth Sciences (MoES). The second objective was 

to begin to develop a relationship between UCAR 

and various sectors in India (public and private) that 

use seasonal weather forecasting. 

 

As a team, we visited Mumbai, Pune, Jaipur, and 

Delhi. During these excursions, we met with Indian 

state officials from Maharashtra and Rajasthan, 

several insurance companies engaged in insuring 

agricultural interests, and various Government of 

India institutions (including the India Meteorological 

Department, the India Institute of Tropical 

Meteorology, the National Centre for Medium Range 

Weather Forecasting, and various Ministry staff). 

 

We held discussions with two insurance companies: 

ICICI Lombard General Insurance and HDFC Ergo 

General Insurance. These two companies specialize 

in providing crop insurance to farmers in the states 

of Maharashtra and Rajasthan. Our group also 

visited Godrej Agrovet, which is a privately held 

company that provides commercial services to 

Indian farmers. 

 

 

Continued on Page 2 

 

 
 

GLOBE 

 

NASA SMAP Launch Party!   

January 29, 7:15 a.m.., FL4, Room  2101 

 

GLOBE International Scientist Network (GISN) 

Webinar: The Nuts and Bolts of GLOBE 

February 5: 11 a.m. 

 

GISN Webinar: How to Use GLOBE Earth System 

Science Data  

February 26: 11 a.m. 

 

 GPM-GLOBE Student Precipitation Field 

Campaign Begins February 1 

 

JOSS 

 

 5th North American Carbon Program Principal 

Investigators' Meeting (PIM5) 

January 26-29, in Washington, D.C. 

 

SciEd 

 

 Smithsonian Affiliation Kick-Off Event 

January 29: 10:30 a.m. 

NCAR Mesa Lab, Main Seminar Room 

 

 Gallery Event for Hard Rain Revelations 

February 5: 5 p.m. 

NCAR Mesa Lab, Damon Room and Art-Science 

Gallery 

 

Unidata 

 

 2015 Unidata Users Workshop 

June 22-25, Center Green Campus 

 
 

 

 

We Want to Hear From You  

 

As another way for staff to 

communicate with Emily, the 

UCP Director’s Office has an 

online anonymous suggestion 

box. Comments or suggestions 

can be submitted anonymously 

Emily’s email:  
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/inte
rnal/ 
suggestionbox.php3 

 

On occasion, the Pulse will be 

featuring special program 

highlights written by UCP directors. 

This month’s highlight is written by 
Karyn Sawyer, Joss Director.  

https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionbox.php3
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionbox.php3
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionbox.php3
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Climate Voices News 
 

On February 4, Climate Voices will be hosting a 

webinar titled “On the Road to Paris: Promises, 

Opportunities and Challenges for the American 

Public.” Dr. Rachel Cleetus, the webinar presenter, 

is lead climate economist with the Climate and 

Energy Program at the Union of Concerned 

Scientists (UCS). In this webinar, she will discuss 

key elements that could lead to a successful 

outcome in Paris this December. For more 

information, click here>   
 

 

COMET News 
 

 
Liz Page (COMET) 

AMS Meeting 

 

COMET staff actively participated at the AMS 2015 

Annual Meeting in Phoenix! We had our own booth 

in the exhibit hall and leveraged the opportunity 

to meet with many of our users, sponsor 

representatives, and potential new business 

partners. Numerous side meetings were held 

throughout the week, and staff gave oral 

presentations and participated in AMS committee, 

board, commission, and council meetings. 

 

Latest MetEd Publications 

 

 Introduction to Tropical Meteorology, 2nd 

Edition, Chapter 7: Synoptic and Mesoscale 

Systems 

 

 

 

 

Continued from Page 1 

 

In addition, we met with the Secretary for 

Agriculture in Maharashtra and the Agricultural 

Commissioner in Rajasthan (both Indian states have 

major agricultural sectors). We also pursued 

meetings with private weather corporations that are 

active in India’s agricultural sector. 

 

Mission accomplished – the MOU was signed with 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences. It supports future 

activities between UCAR and the MoES in areas of 

common scientific interest. These areas include 

radar meteorology, observing systems, airborne 

research platforms, hydrometeorology, satellite 

research and development related to remote 

sensing data, and oceanographic and climate 

research. It also includes capacity building through 

lectures, as well as distance learning and training. 

(Additional topics of mutual interest can be added at 

any time.) Collaborative work will be pursued 

through individual tasks negotiated under the 

general terms of the umbrella agreement. The 

agreement will be in effect for five years and can be 

renewed, with the agreement of both parties.  
 

All in all, it was a great trip. Through NCAR/UCAR, I 

have worked with India for nearly 40 years and I 

continue to enjoy the country, the culture, and my 

ongoing interactions with their science community.  

India offers a wide variety of diverse and vibrant 

communities – opening up numerous opportunities 

for interactions with UCAR and NCAR. 

 

 

 Tom Bogdan, Karyn Sawyer, and Scott Rayder in 

India  

 

http://climatevoices.org/
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COMET News (Cont) 
 

This module examines the  wide variety of synoptic 

and mesoscale weather systems that affect the 

tropics, including tropical easterly waves, upper 

tropospheric troughs, monsoon depressions, 

subtropical cyclones, westerly wind bursts, and cold 

fronts. 

 

 Introduction of Aircraft Meteorological Data Relay 

(AMDAR)  

This module provides national meteorological 

services, airlines, and aviation organizations with 

information about the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) aircraft-based observing system. 

The content includes interviews with several experts 

to provide examples of AMDAR use for both 

meteorological and aviation applications. 

For a list of all modules, click here> 
 

 

COSMIC News 
 

AMS Honors Richard Anthes 

 

UCAR president emeritus Richard Anthes has been 

named an Honorary Member of AMS. This rare 

designation, which has gone to fewer than 120 

people in the AMS’s 95-year history, is limited to 

"persons of acknowledged preeminence in the 

atmospheric or related oceanic or hydrologic 

sciences, either through their own contributions to 

the sciences or their application or through 

furtherance of the advance of those sciences in some 

other way." 

 

 

 

 

COSMIC News (Cont) 
 

Anthes, the fifth president of UCAR (and the 

longest-serving), held the post from 1988 to 2012. 

He previously served as NCAR director and held a 

faculty position at Pennsylvania State University. He 

has conducted extensive research in tropical and 

mesoscale meteorology, and played a key role in 

the development of the COSMIC observing system. 

 

Inauguration of GPS Station in Cuba 

 

UCAR President Emeritus Richard Anthes and 

COSMIC’s John Braun, along with Glen Mattioli and 

Jim Normandeau (both from UNAVCO), recently 

returned from a trip to Camagüey, Cuba. They  

were in Cuba to help celebrate the establishment of 

a continuously operating Global Positioning System 

(GPS) and surface meteorology instrument. This 

station is part of a larger network of 

instrumentation being installed throughout the 

Caribbean as part of the Continuously Operating 

Caribbean Observational Network (COCONet) 

project that is focused on natural hazard research 

across the broader Caribbean basin (Braun et al., 

2012).  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anthes receives award from AMS 

President Bill Gail 

U.S. and Cuban representatives pose for a photo 

in the GOAC administrative office after the 

inauguration ceremony.  

Left to right: Jim Normandeau (UNAVCO); John 

Braun (UCAR/COSMIC); Glen Mattioli (UNAVCO); 

René Estevan Arredondo (Director GOAC); 

Richard Anthes (UCAR); Luis Enrique Ramos 

Guadalupe (Meteorology Historian, Academy of 

Sciences of Cuba); and Juan Carlos Antuña-

Sánchez (GOAC). Photo courtesy of Luis Enrique 

Ramos Guadalupe.  

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1112#.VMFoqv7F8mM
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1114#.VMFo2P7F8mM
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_detail.php
http://www.unavco.org/
http://coconet.unavco.org/
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COSMIC News (Cont) 
 

The Grupo de Optica Atmosferica de Camagüey 

(GOAC) is hosting the station at their research facility 

near the Ingnacio Agramonte International Airport.  

 

The two-day inauguration event included a tour of the 

station, demonstration presentations from the GOAC 

team members regarding activities and research 

conducted by the group, a tour of the historical center 

of the city, a scientific symposium summarizing the 

research that has already been conducted within the 

COCONet project, as well as how the station in 

Camagüey will support research vital to both Cuban 

and U.S. scientists. (To see a Cuban press video, click 

here>) 

 

UCAR’s interest in establishing collaborative ties with 

Cuban scientists began in 2007 when Richard Anthes, 

Karyn Sawyer (JOSS Director)), Tim Spangler (former 

COMET Director), and Oswaldo Garcia (San Francisco 

State University) traveled to Havana to visit the Cuban 

Institute of Meteorology (INSMET). A synopsis of the 

events leading up to the installation of this Camagüey 

station (Anthes et al., 2015) is available for early 

online release from the Bulletin of the American 

Meteorological Society (BAMS). 

 

 

Anthes, R. A., A. Robock, J. C. A-M, O. Garcia, J. J. Braun, 

R. E. Arredondo (2015): Cooperation on GPS-Meteorology 

between the United States and Cuba, Bulletin of the 

American Meteorological Society, doi:10.1175/BAMS-D-

14-00171.1 

Braun, J. J., G. Mattioli, E. Calais, D. Carlson, M. Jackson, 

R. Kursinski, M. Miller, R. Pandya, 2012: Multi-disciplinary 

natural hazards research initiative begins across 

Caribbean basin, EOS. Transactions of the American 

Geophysical Union, Vol 93, No 9, 

doi:10.1029/2012EO090001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

COSMIC News (Cont) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DLS News 
 

NSDL Handoff 
 

On December 19, the operations of the National 

Science Digital Library (NSDL) were transferred to 

the Institute for the Study of Knowledge 

Management in Education (ISKME), an independent 

non-profit established in 2002.ISKME’s mission is 

to improve the practice of continuous learning, 

collaboration, and change in the education sector.  
 

 

Attendees of the inauguration ceremony pose 

following the installation of the GPS station in 

Camaguey, Cuba.  

Front row (left to right): Celso Pazos Alberdi 

(General Director INSMET); Andrea Armas 

Rodríguez (Chair, CITMA-Camagüey); Daniel 

Martínez Castro (INSMET); Tomas Gutiérrez Pérez 

(INSMET); Juan Carlos Antuña-Marrero (GOAC); 

Iralmis Yipsy Platero Morejón (GOAC); Frank 

García Parrado (GOAC); Rick Anthes (UCAR 

President Emeritus); Albert Rodríguez Vega 

(Clima Department, GOAC student); Jorge Rosas 

Santana (GOAC); and Luis Enrique Ramos 

Guadalupe (Meteorology Historian, Academy of 

Sciences of Cuba). Back row: Armando Muñoz 

Mendez (INSMET); Abel Centella Artola (INSMET); 

Dositeo García Bargados, (Director Camagüey 

Meteorological Center); Daysarih Tápanes Robau 

(INSMET); Andrés Planas Lavié (INSMET); Jim 

Normandeau (UNAVCO); René Estevan Arredondo 

(Director GOAC); John Braun (UCAR/COSMIC); 

Juan Carlos Antuña Sánchez (GOAC); and Nelson 

Diaz Spencer (GOAC). (Note that Glen Mattioli, 

from UNAVCO, is partially obstructed by Rene 

Estevan Arrendondo.) Photo courtesy of Richard 

Anthes. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQ0ouMxfFaA
http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/abs/10.1175/BAMS-D-14-00171.1
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DLS News (Cont) 
 

With NSF funding for the NSDL ending this year, DLS 

worked hard to find a path forward that would ensure 

sustainability for the library, as well as for all of the 

work the entire community devoted to it over the 

past decade. 

 
 

The handoff from the folks at DLS… 

 

 
 

…to the folks at ISKME! 

 

 
 

“We're very pleased with this transition because it will 

ensure not only long-term hosting for the library, but 

also the opportunity for further development, thanks 

to the broad and active community of users and 

collaborators at OER Commons.”  

Mary Marlino, DLS Director 
 

In addition to the dedicated work by John Weatherley 

and Julianne Blomer, preparing partner metadata and 

other technical components for transition, we would 

also like to recognize the incredible legal work 

performed by Sarah Pritchard and Gina Taberski. 

 

DLS News (Cont) 
 

In the end there were four agreements 

executed to affect this transition. Their 

expertise and dedication kept the legal gears 

moving while holding the interests of UCAR 

and DLS at the center of the process; both 

ISKME and UCAR benefited from their guidance. 

(All internet traffic is now directed to the new 

NSDL microsite operating at 

nsdl.oercommons.org) 

 

Special Recognition Awards 
 

In December, John Weatherley and Julianne 

Blomer each received UCAR’s Special 

Recognition Award for their work on the NSDL. 

Their nominations recognized their efforts to 

prepare NSDL’s community, collections, and 

infrastructure for transfer to the OER Commons 

(OERC) platform, operated by ISKME. Their 

work allows the NSDL to continue to operate 

and serve the STEM education community and 

many of the original NSDL community partners 

who continue to play an active role in the 

NSDL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DLS Director Mary 

Marlino presents John 

Weatherley and Julianne 

Blomer with their awards  

 

https://nsdl.oercommons.org/
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GLOBE News 
 

2015 GLOBE Student Art Calendar! 

 

The winner of GLOBE’s 2015 Calendar Art Competition 

was selected! More than 300 students from around 

the world submitted artwork for consideration. 

 

GLOBE provides students with an integrated view of 

the subjects they study and supports curricular 

interconnections in all areas. This year, the Calendar 

Art Competition encouraged students to use art to 

illustrate how GLOBE connects us to Earth Observing 

Satellites, locally and globally.  The calendar is a 

tribute to all GLOBE students whose efforts to 

understand their environment are a source of 

inspiration as we begin the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

GPM-GLOBE Student Precipitation Campaign 
 

 
 

NASA’s Global Precipitation Measurement (GPM) 

Mission will be partnering with The GLOBE Program to 

hold a student precipitation field campaign to collect 

data from February 1 through mid-April 2015. The 

GPM Mission, which launched on February 27, 2014, 

examines one important aspect of the water cycle – 

precipitation. 

 

The GLOBE field campaign is an opportunity for 

students to participate in ground validation for the 

GPM satellite, investigating the question: "How do 

ground-based observations compare to satellite  

GLOBE News (Cont) 
 

rainfall estimates?" Students will also be able 

to compare their data with that of 

participating schools around the globe, 

networks of "official" rain gauges, as well as 

to long-term climatological data. 

 

AMS Presents GLOBE with Distinguished 

Educator Award  
 

On January 4, 2015, the AMS presented The 

GLOBE Program with the Distinguished 

Educator Recognition Award for Outstanding 

Contributions to Non-Formal Education. The 

AMS recognized GLOBE for excellence and 

innovation in the promotion of Weather, the 

Ocean, Climate, the Water Cycle and Space 

Weather Studies. For more information, click 

here>  

 

The award to GLOBE cited significant efforts 

to educate the general public about these 

Earth Science topics. "The award is a 

testimony to the outstanding efforts of the 

GLOBE community and to the sponsors who 

have continued to support the Program over 

the last 20 years," said GIO Director Dr. Tony 

Murphy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view and download the calendar, 

click here! 

GLOBE’s Dr. Julie Malmberg accepts the award 

on behalf of The GLOBE Program. (Pictured 

here with AMS Commissioner Dr. Rajul Pandya, 

left, and John Moore, GLOBE Partner and Chair 

of the AMS Board on Outreach and Precollege 

Education.) 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/GPM/main/
http://www.globe.gov/web/gpm
http://www.globe.gov/web/guest/news/newsdetail/globe/globe-receives-distinguished-educator-award-from-the-american-meteorological-society
http://www.globe.gov/events/competitions/calendar-art-competitions/art-for-2015-calendar
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GLOBE News (Cont) 
 

GISN Webinars 
 

The GLOBE International Scientist Network (GISN) is 

recruiting scientists to share their expertise in Earth 

system science with GLOBE students and teachers 

throughout the world. Currently, the GISN has 200 

members. The network is growing and GLOBE 

welcomes you to become involved!  

 

In 2015, GLOBE is offering a series of webinars to 

help participants learn more about GLOBE and the 

GISN. Upcoming webinars include: 

 Webinar 1: “The Nuts and Bolts of Using GLOBE 

to do Outreach and Education” (February 5, 11 

a.m. MT/1 p.m. ET)  

 Webinar 2: “Panel Presentation: How to Use 

GLOBE Earth System Science Data in Your 

Research and Teaching” (February 26, 11 a.m. 

MT/1 p.m. ET) 

 

NASA’s SMAP to Launch! 

 

NASA's Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP) Mission 

is scheduled to launch January 29 from Vandenberg 

Air Force Base (California).   

 

When the SMAP spacecraft is in orbit, it will take 

measurements of surface soil moisture and produce 

maps of soil moisture with global coverage every 

three days. As part of the SMAP-GLOBE Program 

Collaboration, SMAP scientists will be using data 

collected by GLOBE students to help validate the 

satellite moisture measurements and monitor their 

accuracy. For more information, click here>  
 

 
 

The GLOBE Program is having a SMAP Launch Party! 

Come on up, January 29, 7:15 a.m. (FL4, Rm. 2101). 

Refreshments! 

 

 

JOSS News 
 

From the JOSS Boulder Office 

 

Okeanos Explorer-in-Training Program 

 

UCAR/JOSS is currently seeking mapping trainees 

to participate in the Okeanos Explorer-in-

Training Program for the 2015 field season. This 

program is open to enrolled undergraduate and 

graduate students, as well as those who have 

recently graduated from a higher education 

program.  
 

The Explorer-in-Training Program will provide 

trainees the opportunity to gain experience using 

an advanced multibeam bathymetric sonar 

mapping system, while contributing in a 

significant way to the Okeanos Explorer ocean 

exploration mission. For more information, click 

here> 

  

From JOSS Offsite Offices 
 

 U.S. Global Change Research Program 

(USGCRP) 

 The Global Change Information System 

(GCIS), developed by the USGCRP, was 

recently recognized in EOS. GCIS “was 

proposed as a typical use case for cross‐

agency data tracing. Earth Science 

Information Partners (ESIP) will take up 

activities (1) to facilitate discussion across 

‘curation centers,’ including institutional 

repositories, domain repositories, archives, 

etc., as proxies for the agencies, and (2) to 

circulate best practices of creating, 

publishing, and using vocabularies.” 

 JOSS employee Brian Duggan was invited to 

give a presentation on GCIS at the Fall AGU 

Meeting. His discussion included the 

system architecture for the GCIS, how it was 

used for the Third National Climate 

Assessment, and how it continues to be  

used to represent and connect a variety of 

types of information, such as publications, 

datasets, models, platforms, instruments, 

people, and organizations.  

http://www.globe.gov/teaching-and-learning/professional-development-resources/webinars/gisn-webinars
http://www.globe.gov/teaching-and-learning/professional-development-resources/webinars/gisn-webinars
http://www.globe.gov/teaching-and-learning/professional-development-resources/webinars/gisn-webinars
http://smap.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.globe.gov/web/smap
https://joss.ucar.edu/okeanos-explorer-in-training-program
http://data.globalchange.gov/
https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm14/meetingapp.cgi#Paper/5536
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Joss News (Cont) 
 

 Free print copies of Our Changing Planet, the 

latest annual report for the USGCRP, are now 

available by request at GlobalChange.gov. The 

report describes major accomplishments over the 

past year in climate and global change research, 

decision support, national and international 

climate assessments, and communication and 

education. The USGCRP National Coordination 

Office, which oversees production of the report, is 

operated by UCAR/JOSS.  
 

 U.S. CLIVAR   

 Fall Edition of Variations 
 

Building upon the 2014 Summit, the latest edition 

of Variations focuses on applications of U.S. 

CLIVAR science for management and decision-

making. Contributing authors provide insights 

about bridging the gap of climate science 

communication, information needs of 

management agencies and organizations, and 

opportunities for scientists to work with 

intermediaries of the climate service community. 

 US CLIVAR Scientific Steering Committee  
 

Welcome! U.S. CLIVAR is excited to welcome new 

members to the Scientific Steering Committee 

(SSC) starting in 2015. The new members include 

SSC Executive Committee Co-chair Sonya Legg 

(Princeton University), POS Panel Co-chair Art 

Miller (Scripps Institution of Oceanography), PSMI 

Panel Co-chair Caroline Ummenhofer (Woods 

Hole Oceanographic Institution), and PPAI Panel 

Co-chair Kathy Pegion (George Mason University).   

Thank You! A big thanks for their years of service 

goes out to Janet Sprintall (Scripps Institution of 

Oceanography), Dimitris Menemenlis (NASA Jet 

Propulsion Laboratory/California Institute of 

Technology), Tom Farrar (Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution), and Bruce Anderson 

(Boston University). 

 

SciEd News 
 

UCAR Honored to Become Smithsonian Affiliate 
 

UCAR recently became a member of Smithsonian 

Affiliations! (Thank you to Emily CoBabe-Ammann and  

 

SciEd News (Cont)   
 

Becca Hatheway for their leadership, which will 

serve both organizations well.) This partnership 

will give UCAR and the Smithsonian Institution the 

opportunity to develop important collaborations. 

 

The UCAR Center for Science Education (SciEd) is 

hosting a kick-off event to celebrate this 

partnership on Thursday, January 29, and all staff 

are invited to attend. Emily CoBabe-Ammann and 

Harold Closter, the Director of Smithsonian 

Affiliations, will give brief remarks about this new 

partnership and about the initial plans to 

collaborate on the development of our new climate 

exhibit. Jeff Kiehl will give a talk about climate 

communication, which will be followed by Q&A. 

 

Rebecca Haacker Honored with UCAR 

Diversity Award 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

“Rebecca has played a key role in helping the 

Geosciences community become a more diverse 

discipline. She has become a trusted leader by 

disseminating best practices on how to mentor 

and retain students from underrepresented 

backgrounds in the discipline.” 
 

NSF Program Director Dr. Lina Patino 
 

 

“Rebecca Haacker’s leadership in broadening 

participation of underrepresented students in the 

geosciences has gained national recognition and 

become a standard by which many institutions are 

pursuing similar efforts. Notably, of the 

atmospheric science PhDs awarded to 

underrepresented minorities in the past few years, 

more than 40 percent have gone to SOARS alumni. 

Also, the number of SOARS alumni earning 

doctoral degrees has increased 100 percent since 

2010, when Rebecca became SOARS Director.” 

UCAR President Tom Bogdan 
 

 

In December, Rebecca Haacker 

received a UCAR Outstanding 
Accomplishment Award. 

http://www.globalchange.gov/browse/reports/our-changing-planet-fy-2015
http://www.usclivar.org/newsletter/newsletters
https://affiliations.si.edu/Mainpage.Asp
https://affiliations.si.edu/Mainpage.Asp
https://www2.ucar.edu/for-staff/update/outstanding-accomplishment-awards-2014-nominees
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SciEd News (Cont) 
 

Randy Russell Presents on Games at AGU 
 

 
 

and simulations, as well as through SciEd's kinesthetic 

nitrogen cycle activity. The event, which featured 

several games (mostly card and board games) from 

different science education groups, was held on 

Sunday, December 14, and drew about 40 attendees. 

AGU plans to make Game Night an annual event at the 

Fall Meeting.  
 

Randy Russell also co-chaired (with Erin Wood of 

LASP) an education session at the AGU Fall Meeting, 

titled "Games, Interactive Simulations, and Virtual 

Labs for Science Teaching and Learning." The session, 

which was held on December 19, featured eight talks 

(one presented by Randy Russell) and 16 posters. 

 

WeatherFest at the AMS Annual Meeting – 

It’s all About the Weather Fun! 
 

Approximately 2,000 weather enthusiasts of all ages 

joined the AMS event in Phoenix on January 4 for 

WeatherFest. The UCAR Center for Science Education 

showcased "Weather that Spins" with visitors spinning 

on lazy-susan-like spinners as they pulled hand 

weights to their chest to experience conservation of 

angular momentum firsthand!  
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you Tim Barnes for staffing and Tom Bogdan 

for your support! 

At the first annual "Game 

Night" at the AGU Fall Meeting, 

Randy Russell guided 

attendees through some of 

SciEd’s computer-based games  

SciEd News (Cont) 
 

Hard Rain Revelations on Display at the 

Mesa Lab Art-Science Gallery 
 

Artist Jane McMahan made rain into art and 

explored the changing water cycle for this exhibit, 

which is on display from January 15 through March 

29, 2015. Her images are close-up photographs of 

water that she and friends took in locations 

around the world where water-cycle changes are 

already highly visible. She then layered rice paper 

on top of the photos, and sprinkled water, snow, 

or ice on top of the rice paper. 

 

 

 

The resulting images, with wet and dry areas, 

show fragments of the land and water under the 

rice paper, which were then printed and 

embellished. Hard Rain Revelations will be 

celebrated with a public event on February 5 at 

5:00 p.m. in the gallery and the Damon Room.  

    

 

Unidata News 
 

2015 Unidata Users Workshop Coming in 

June 

 

Every three years, the Unidata Users Committee 

and the Unidata Program Center host a community 

workshop sponsored by the NSF. These workshops 

focus on topics of interest to a broad community 

of users in the atmospheric and related sciences.  

 

 

https://scied.ucar.edu/interactives
https://scied.ucar.edu/activity/nitrogen-cycle-game
https://scied.ucar.edu/events/agu-2014-games-simulations-sessions
https://scied.ucar.edu/events/agu-2014-games-simulations-sessions
http://fallmeeting.agu.org/2014/events/game-night/
http://fallmeeting.agu.org/2014/events/game-night/
http://fallmeeting.agu.org/2014/
https://scied.ucar.edu/games
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Unidata News (Cont) 
 

For the 2015 workshop, titled “Data-Driven 

Geoscience: Applications, Opportunities, Trends, 

and Challenges,” the committee is focusing on 

helping community members stay abreast of 

changing technologies and software trends in the 

face of surging geoscience data volumes. 

 

Previous workshops have dealt with a wide range of 

topics, including “Teaching Mesoscale Meteorology 

in the Age of the Modernized National Weather 

Service” (1994); “Using Environmental Data and 

Model Output for Education, Prediction, and 

Decision Making” (2003); and “Using Operational 

and Experimental Observations in Geoscience 

Education” (2009).  

 

 

 

 

 

While the themes change over time, the workshops 

have always had the common goal of sharing new 

concepts, tools, and techniques for geoscience 

education and research among the broadest 

possible cross-section of Unidata’s academic and 

research community. 

 

In addition to bringing educators and researchers 

together, the workshops sponsor university 

students working in the geosciences to attend and 

participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unidata News (Cont) 
 

At the 2012 workshop, titled “Navigating Earth 

System Science Data,” several students gave 

presentations on the use of Unidata’s Integrated 

Data Viewer (IDV), and several students shared 

their research during the workshop poster 

session.  

 

The participation of these very early career 

scientists gives the workshops an added focus 

on the future of the field. 

 

 

 

 
 

This year’s workshop will be held June 22 

through 25 at the Center Green campus. 

Additional details will be available at the 

Workshop Homepage, as planning progresses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendees at the 2012 Unidata Users Workshop, 

held at the NCAR Mesa Lab   

Presenter Daryl Herzmann from the Iowa 

State University at the 2012 Users 

Workshop 

University of Nevada student Moira O’Donnell 

at the 2012 workshop poster session  

http://www.unidata.ucar.edu/events/2015UsersWorkshop/
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Unidata News (Cont) 
 

The 2015 workshop will include a mix of 

presentations and hands-on activities grouped into 

four high-level themes related to data-driven science: 

 

● Big Data: Dealing with large data volumes using 

tools for remote access and streamlined data 

discovery 

● Cloud Computing: Making the most of remote 

access and remote processing technologies 

● Python: Leveraging the power of the open source 

Python language for scientific computing, with an 

emphasis on its use with Unidata software and 

services 

● Data Management: Putting the pieces together to 

create effective and efficient workflows for data-

driven exploration 

 

 

VSP News 
 

California Drought Research Letter Accepted by 

Geophysical Research Letters 

 

 

How unusual is the 2012-2014 California drought? In 

December 2014, an article co-authored by Daniel 

Griffin addressing this question was published in 

Geophysical Research Letters.  
 

Griffin's study presents a unique pair of paleoclimate 

reconstructions of drought and precipitation for 

Central and Southern California to place this current 

event in the context of the last millennium. For more 

information, click here> 

 

 

Daniel Griffin, NOAA Climate & 

Global Change Postdoctoral 

Fellow, Class of 23 

VSP News (Cont) 
 

 

 

NASA’s Living with a Star (LWS) Institute, a 

program supported by VSP, will hold its first 

Working Group Meeting in Estes Park, Colorado, 

March 2 through 6. 

 

The concept of these small working-group-style 

meetings is to focus on well-defined problems 

that demand intense, direct interactions between 

colleagues in neighboring disciplines to 

encourage and facilitate a deeper  

understanding of the variety of processes that 

link the Sun’s magnetic variability (radiation, solar 

wind, energetic particles) to Earth’s environment 

and atmosphere. For more information, click 

here> 

 

HELIOPHYSICS SUMMER SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Professional Development Opportunity for 

Undergraduate Faculty  

 

 
 

Three to five undergraduate faculty will be 

recruited to attend the Heliophysics Summer 

School. They will work with leading researchers in 

the field of heliophysics to develop course 

materials using heliophysics examples to 

illustrate important concepts in introductory and 

upper-division physics, astronomy, or earth 

science courses, as well as general science 

courses. 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/enhanced/doi/10.1002/2014GL062433/
https://www.vsp.ucar.edu/cgc/alumnae/Class23.html
http://lws.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/lws-institute-about.shtml
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/summer-about-over.shtml
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/summer-about-over.shtml
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VSP News (Cont) 
 

During the summer school, recruited faculty will 

be expected to work with the summer school  

instructors, other educators, and each other to 

outline and draft teaching materials that they can 

further develop and test during the school year. A 

strong evaluation plan will be an important part of 

the expected outcome of this work. 

 

Selected faculty must be able to field test these 

materials during the semester following the 

summer school. The goal is for these materials to 

be submitted to NASA for product review and 

hosting on NASA repositories. For examples, click 

here>; for more information on the program, click 

here>  

 

Heliophysics Textbooks 

 

 

 

Over the years, this project has developed three 

books, published by Cambridge University Press. 

For information on these, click here>  

 

A fourth printed Heliophysics volume, on 

comparative heliophysics of the solar system and 

exoplanet systems, is being prepared for 

publication. A fifth volume, focusing on space 

weather and society, is now available on line as a 

"living document" that may grow in the coming 

years. To download it, click here>  

 

The school has also developed lab exercises and 

question sets, and has collected the presentation 

files from the lecturers and - over past few years - 

recorded the lectures. To access these materials, 

click here> 

 

 

 

VSP News (Cont) 
 

New Offsite VSP Employees 
 

NOAA Climate & Global Change Postdoctoral 

Fellows 

 

 

 

Visiting Scientist 

 

Yuxiang He joined the NOAA Office of Hydrologic 

Development, Silver Spring, Maryland, as a Visiting 

Scientist, on December 15. He will work on adapting 

the National Weather Service’s operational multi-

sensor precipitation estimation system to enable 

offline execution and the ingest of a wider variety of 

inputs; evaluating recently-developed multi-sensor 

precipitation estimation system incorporating 

microwave and infrared satellite observations and 

ground radar observations; and executing and 

evaluating hydrologic model simulations based on 

multi-sensor precipitation inputs. 

 

Salvatore Pascale joined 

Simona Bordoni at the 

California Institute of 
Technology on January 5. 

Daniel Stolper 

joined Professor 

Michael Bender and 

Dr. Francois Morel 

at the Princeton 

University on 

December 14. 

 

http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/science-resources-undergraduate_materials.shtml
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/summer-about-recruitment.shtml
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/science-resources-textbooks.shtml
http://www.lmsal.com/~schryver/HSS5/HSS5.pdf
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/Heliophysics/science-resources.shtml

