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Bill Bonner Chosen Director of Newly Created UCAR Office of Programs

BOULDER—Bill Bonner has been named director of the University Corporation 

for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) Office of Programs, a newly created position, at its 

headquarters in Boulder, Colorado.

Major responsibilities of this position are to provide executive-level 

management, leadership and coordination of certain UCAR programs and to identify and 

develop new program opportunities consistent with UCAR's mission. A second aspect is 

to provide senior-level executive, scientific and policy leadership in UCAR as a member 

of its President's Council.

Current UCAR programs under the directorship of Bonner include the 

Cooperative Program for Operational Meteorology Education and Training (COMET), the 

Unidata Program, the University NAVSTAR Consortium (UNAVCO), the Southern Oxidants 

Study (SOS), the joint Climate Program/Project Office (JCP/PO), the Visiting 

Scientists Programs (VSP), the Tropical Ocean Global Atmosphere-Coupled Ocean 

Atmosphere Response Experiment (TOGA-COARE) International Project Office, and 

various data management and coordination activities.

According to Bonner, each of these programs performs a very useful service. 

Together, they can become a stronger and more visible part of the total UCAR effort in 

science and support to the scientific community.

Bonner will serve as one of six senior executives (including also the UCAR V.P. 

for finance and administration, UCAR V.P. for corporate affairs, UCAR V.P. and director 

of the Walter Orr Roberts Institute, and the director and associate director of NCAR),
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who act as advisers to the president of UCAR, Richard Anthes, in matters related to 

strategic planning, policy development and development and implementation of 

operational plans. These five, together with Anthes, constitute the President's Council.

Most recently, Bonner was the director of COMET, a UCAR-sponsored program 

created to train the nation's weather forecasters, modernize the National Weather 

Service (NWS) and link professionals working in all areas of meteorology. COMET 

serves as an information transfer vehicle as well as a training program.

Bonner's background includes expertise in many areas of meteorology. He 

received a B.A. in liberal arts at the University of Chicago, and a B.S. in meteorology 

from Pennsylvania State University. He received both his M.S. and Ph.D. in meteorology 

from the University of Chicago. He taught meteorology at the University of Chicago and 

at UCLA, and worked as staff meteorologist at KNBC-TV in Los Angeles. He has been 

deputy director and director of regional offices of the NWS and served as director of its 

National Meteorological Center from 1981 to 90 before joining UCAR as the director of 

COMET.

In addition to Bonner's extensive professional experience, he has received many 

professional honors. He just completed his term as president of the 10,000-member 

American Meteorological Society (AMS) in 1991. He has been a Ford Foundation Fellow 

and was elected a fellow of the AMS before becoming its president. He received the 

Presidential Rank Award, Senior Executive Service in 1982 and 1990, and received the 

Department of Commerce Gold Medal in 1989.

UCAR is a nonprofit membership corporation of 59 universities engaged in 

scientific and educational activities in atmospheric research and related fields. UCAR 

operates the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), under contract with the 

National Science Foundation.
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