
19 February 2003

Dr. Robert A. Duce
Department of Oceanography 
  and Atmospheric Sciences
Texas A&M University
TAMU - 3146
College Station, TX  77843-3146

Dr. Franco Einaudi
Chief
Laboratory for Atmosphere, Earth Sciences Directorate
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Mail Code 900
Greenbelt, MD  20771

Dear Bob and Franco:

Thank you very much for your letter report of 17 February 2003, which responds to the
review by the NSF panel on 17-19 December 2002 of the October 2002 proposal from UCAR to
the NSF for the continued management and operation of NCAR.  As observers from the
Scientific Programs Evaluation Committee (SPEC), you play a very important role on behalf of
the UCAR Members in your participation in the NSF reviews of NCAR and UCAR.  I realize
that this is a very time consuming and demanding process, considering your busy schedules, but
I assure you that it is valuable and worthwhile.

NCAR and UCAR management are pleased that you found the NSF review thorough and
thoughtful, and that it was carried out in a fair and impartial way.  We are also pleased that you
found that UCAR and NCAR did an excellent job in writing the proposal and in presenting
material to the panel.

We agree with you that the NSF reviews in 2001 and 2002 (by different anonymous
reviewers and different panels) reached similar conclusions.  This perhaps suggests that two
major reviews so close together may not be necessary, and we will be discussing this issue with
NSF as we negotiate the next Cooperative Agreement.
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Finally, I found your comments on the private meeting that you and the NSF panel had
with NCAR management (without UCAR management) quite interesting.  The positive
teamwork between NCAR and UCAR leadership is important and essential to the Center’s
success, and I am pleased that you observed this to be the case.  In fact, as I mentioned during
my presentation to the review panel, I consider the excellent NCAR leadership team to be an
integral part of the overall UCAR leadership team (as is also the case for the leadership of the
UCAR Office of Programs.)

On behalf of the UCAR Member institutions, I thank you both once again for your
outstanding contributions during the 2001 and 2002 review process.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Anthes

cc:  Tim Killeen


