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S NCAR Scientist  Is President-Elect , American Meteorological Society 

BOULDER— Warren Washington, an expert in computer modeling of the 

earth's climate at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in 

Boulder, Colorado, has been elected president-elect of the 11,000-member 

American Meteorological Society (AMS), founded in Boston in 1919. His term as

R  president will extend through 1994.

The AMS consists o f  professional meteorologists and atmospheric scientists 

who conduct climate and weather research at institutions such as NCAR and 

universities; o ther meteorologists are involved in research and forecasting with 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm inistration 's  Environm ental Research

L Laboratories and with National W eather Service facilities throughout the United 

States. Many television weather reporters hold degrees in meteorology and are

E  members of the AMS; many members of the Society work in the private sector.

One of the developers of the first numerical climate model at NCAR and 

current director of the center's Climate and Global Dynamics Division,

A  Washington is the sixth meteorologist from NCAR to be tapped for AMS president. 

Previous AMS presidents from NCAR include David Atlas, the late Bernhard

S Haurwitz, William Kellogg, Chester Newton and Philip Thompson, all retired 

meteorologists. Clifford Murino and Robert White, both former presidents of the 

University Corporation for Atmospheric Research in the 1980s and William 

Bonner, the new director o f  programs at UCAR, also have served as AMS 

L p r e s i d e n t s .
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W ashington is dedicated to attracting larger numbers o f  minorities to 

science and mathematics. The first black president of  the AMS, Washington 

founded the Black Environmental Science Trust (BEST), a nonprofit multidonor 

foundation, to work towards increasing the numbers o f  black enviromental 

scientists. One of BEST'S goals is to ensure that informed and articulate blacks 

have a voice and a significant presence in policymaking, academic, research and 

industry positions in the environm ental sciences.

Washington is also involved in setting policy at the national level. He 

recently served on one of  president-elect Bill Clinton's transition teams and was a 

member of the current U.S. Secretary of Energy's Advisory Board. He served on 

the President's National Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere from 1978 

to 1984. Washington is one of 16 scientists honored in the Chicago Museum of 

Science and Industry's exhibit, Black Achievers in Science, which has been 

traveling throughout the United States, allowing people— particularly  youngsters— 

to interact with examples o f  scientists' work.

Involved in research for more than 30 years, W ashington believes the 

answers to questions about climate change will come from computer climate 

models being developed by researchers. The major challenge for the modelers is 

to fit together all of the many complex components o f  climate. When newer, more 

powerful supercom puters become available, more realistic and comprehensive 

modeling o f  climates will facilitate global and regional climate predictions.

Bom  in Portland, Oregon, Washington earned a bachelor's degree in 

physics and a master's degree in meteorology at Oregon State University. Upon 

completion o f  his doctorate in meteorology at Pennsylvania State University, he 

joined NCAR in 1963. Washington has nearly 90 technical publications in 

professional journals to. his credit. He is coauthor, with Claire Parkinson of the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, o f  a book considered to be a 

standard reference on climate modeling: An Introduction to Three-Dimensional  

Climate Modeling.

NCAR is sponsored by the National Science Foundation.


