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UCAR President Richard Anthes to Speak on “The Global Trajectory” 

BOULDER—Richard Anthes, president of the University Corporation for Atmospheric 

Research, will give a free public address on the state of the earth’s environment. “The 

Global Trajectory” will be presented at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, July 12, in the main 

auditorium of the Boulder Public Library, located at 1000 Canyon Boulevard.

Anthes’ talk is based on an article of the same title that he wrote for the June issue of 

the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society (AMS). It surveys the deteriorating 

state of the global ecosystem from four perspectives—overpopulation, unsustainable 

development, poverty, and environmental degradation. Anthes also looks at the implications 

of this global state of affairs for science and the roles that scientists can play as “global 

citizens” in addressing these problems.

The talk will precede UCAR's Intergenerational Symposium on the Environment, 

which will take place in Boulder July 14 through 17. The inaugural event of the new 

Walter Orr Roberts Institute, the four-day symposium will bring eminent scholars and 

scientists together with citizens of all walks of life and all ages to consider the question, 

What obligations does a generation have to preserve and maintain the environment for 

succeeding generations?

Anthes was named UCAR president in 1988 after directing the National Center for 

Atmospheric Research (operated by UCAR) for the previous two years. A prolific 

researcher and author, Anthes has cowritten several meteorology textbooks and many
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scientific papers. In 1987, Anthes received the second-highest honor of the AMS, the Jule 

Charney Award for “sustained contributions in theoretical and modeling studies related to 

tropical and mesoscale meteorology.” Anthes received his Ph.D. in meteorology from the 

University of Wisconsin in 1971 and joined NCAR in 1981.

Anthes’ talk is being sponsored by NCAR’s Learning about Science Easily and Readily 

Series (LASERS). Founded in 1990, it presents topics in the atmospheric and related 

science in a nontechnical format. LASERS talks and publications are managed by the NCAR 

Information and Education Outreach Program with support from the NCAR director’s office. 

The last major LASERS presentation for the general public was a talk by former NCAR solar 

physicist Dick Fisher on the total solar eclipse of July 11, 1991.

Following Anthes’ talk, a reception for audience members will be held in the Boulder 

Public Library’s auditorium foyer. The reception will also honor a group of artists whose 

environmentally oriented work is being displayed in the library foyer and at the NCAR Mesa 

Laboratory in connection with the intergenerational symposium.

For more information on the talk, contact the NCAR Outreach Program, 497-8600. 

For more details on the symposium, contact UCAR at 497-2104.

UCAR operates NCAR under the sponsorship of the National Science Foundation.
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