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Harvard Professor to Give Free Public Talk 
on Environmental Risks at NCAR

B O U L D E R — William C. Clark, a Harvard professor and an expert on how 

societies learn to cope with policy issues arising through the interactions of 

environm ent, developm ent and security concerns in in ternational affairs, 

will give a free public lecture on Monday, January 10, at 5:30 p.m. at the 

National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR).

The talk will be held in the main seminar room of NCAR's Mesa
( » '

Laboratory, located at the west end of Table Mesa Drive in south Boulder. NCAR 

is sponsored by the National Science Foundation.

Clark has consulted for such international groups as the United Nations 

Environment Programme, the World Bank, and the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization. He is currently Harman Professor of 

International Science, Public Policy and Human Development at Harvard 

University, and director of the Center for Science and International Affairs at 

Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. He is coeditor of 

E n v i r o n m e n t , a monthly m agazine of international environmental affairs.

Before joining the Kennedy School of  Government in 1987, Clark led a 

team of scholars conducting the Program on Sustainable Development o f  the 

Biosphere at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in 

V ienna, Austria.
I

In his talk, "What Is to Be Done? The Evolution o f  Response Assessm ents 

in the M anagem ent o f  G lobal Environm ental R isks," Clark will discuss actions
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that could change environm ental risk through prevention, adaptation, or 

offsetting environmental changes. His analysis will draw from experience in 

the areas of acid deposition, stratospheric ozone depletion, and climate change.

Using a comparative and historical approach, he will analyze how 

response assessments have evolved as a component of various national and 

international efforts to address the risks of global environmental change.

In 1983, Clark was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship for his 

achievements in environmental policy. He is coauthor of R edes ign ing  Rural 

D evelopm ent— A Strategic Perspective (Hopkins, 1982) and A d a p t iv e  

Environm ental A ssessm ent and M anagem ent (Wiley, 1978), editor of the 

Carbon Dioxide Review (Oxford, 1982), and coeditor of The Earth Transformed 

bv Human Action (Cambridge, 1990) and Sustainable Development of the 

B io sp h e re  (Cambridge, 1986.)

Clark received his bachelor's degree from Yale University where he 

graduated magna cum laude, with honors of exceptional distinction in biology. 

His Ph.D. in zoology was granted by Canada's University of British Columbia.

His talk is the sixth in a series of public lectures sponsored by NCAR in 

Boulder with the support of the National Science Foundation. Organized 

through NCAR's Climate System Modeling Advisory Committee, the lecture 

series is intended for an audience of nonspecialists with an interest in science. 

The series explores a wide range o f  topics in the science of  studying the earth 

as a whole system and is being presented by a distinguished group of 

internationally renowned scientists between April 1993 and February 1994.


