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NCAR Invites Public to Experience New  
Exploratorium Collection of Weather-Related Exhibits

BOULDER-Learning about science becomes a hands-on experience

September 17, when a new collection of exhibits debuts at the National Center

for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, Colorado.

Starting Saturday, visitors can generate lightning bolts or touch a ten-

foot tornado as they experiment with exhibits designed and built by the

world-famous Exploratorium in San Francisco. The new exhibits are part of

NCAR's expanded program in public education. They augment existing

displays in the NCAR Mesa Laboratory's 10,000-square-foot public galleries.

The interactive collection was made possible by a $50,000 grant from

the Exploratorium (though the National Science Foundation) which was

matched by a total of $50,000 from three major Colorado philanthropic

organizations: the Boettcher Foundation, the Gates Foundation, and the

Adolph Coors Foundation.

Also contributing from the Boulder community were Syntex

Chemicals, Bank One Boulder, Synergen, Valleylab, and Public Service

Company of Colorado.

Visitors to NCAR will be able to experience (see next page):
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• Tornado, a ten-foot tall vortex created with ultrasonic mist that 

visitors can interact with and touch

• Chaotic Pendulum, a device that demonstrates principles of chaos 

when spun by visitors who try to predict its behavior

• Turbulent Orb, a 30-inch diameter glass sphere that when spun or 

stopped, displays effects of global circulation patterns

• Fog Chamber, an instrument allowing visitors to explore the 

dynamics of changes in air pressure and dew point, sometimes creating fog in 

the process

• Blue Sky, an experiment that shows why the sky is blue during the 

day and why sunrises and sunsets are different colors in the red spectrum 

of light

• Quiet Lightning, a seven-foot tall plasma tube that can create 

electrical discharges resembling lightning

• Light Island, an experimental bench with lenses, prisms, diffraction 

devices, filters, and mirrors that enables visitors to explore properties of 

visible light, the solar spectrum and other phenomena.

NCAR's Mesa Laboratory is located at the west end of Table Mesa Drive 

in south Boulder. The public is welcome to explore NCAR's exhibits from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. weekends and holidays and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

weekdays throughout the year.

NCAR is managed by the University Corporation for Atmospheric 

Research (UCAR) under sponsorship of the National Science Foundation.

NOTE TO EDITORS: Media are invited to preview the exhibits 

between September 12 and 15 by contacting Joan Frisch, UCAR Media 

Relations manager, at 303-497-8607 in Boulder.


