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Update 88-22

NCAR Announces Selection of National Bureau of Standards Site 
in Boulder, Colorado, for Proposed Second Intellectual Center

The University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) has announced the 
selection of about 15 acres adjacent to the National Bureau of Standards (NBS) in 
Boulder, Colorado, as the proposed site for a second intellectual center of the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), according to Richard A. Anthes, acting UCAR 
president.

The agreement between NBS and NSF, expected to be executed within the next few days, 
involves no-cost transfer of the land from the Bureau to the Foundation for building the 
center. Approval for the construction has been requested from NSF.

Building plans call for the first phase of the construction to encompass 150,000 net 
assignable square feet (nasf), with long-term plans for a total of 225,000 nasf. The 
building will permit consolidation of research efforts of UCAR and NCAR, which are 
currently located in nearly a dozen sites around Boulder, and will allow for gradual 
expansion of the program over roughly the next decade.

UCAR is proposing tax-exempt revenue bonds of $32 to $35 million dollars to be issued 
by Boulder County to finance the construction. Robert M. MacQueen, NCAR's acting 
director, and William F. Rawson, UCAR vice president for finance and administration, 
met with the Boulder County commissioners this week to discuss the bond issue proposal. 
Boettcher and Company, Denver, has been selected by UCAR to serve as the underwriter 
for the financing.

The schedule for the proposed NCAR building involves issuing bonds by late summer, 
selecting architectural and engineering firms after approval by NSF, and breaking 
ground for the center in the spring of 1989.

Occupants of the new building will include UCAR activities, four of NCAR's scientific 
divisions—the Atmospheric Technology Division, the High Altitude Observatory, the 
Mesoscale and Microscale Meteorology Division, and the communications group of the 
Scientific Computing Division—and most of NCAR's administrative functions.

The NCAR divisions remaining on the Walter Orr Roberts Mesa laboratory site are the 
Climate and Global Dynamics Division, the Atmospheric Chemistry Division, and the 
majority of NCAR's Scientific Computing Division, including its two CRAY 
supercomputers.
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