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NCAR Scientist Appointed to Great Lakes Science Advisory Board

Dr. Michael H. Glantz, a senior scientist at NCAR and head, Environmental and Societal 
Impacts Group, has been appointed a member of the Great Lakes Science Advisory Board 
by the International Joint Commission of the United States and Canada for a three-year 
term. The board of eighteen members (nine from the United States and nine from 
Canada) was established as part of the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.

The agreement expresses the commitment of each country to restore and maintain the 
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Great Lakes basin ecosystem and 
includes a number of objectives and guidelines to achieve these goals. In 1987, a 
protocol was signed amending the 1978 agreement. The amendments aim to strengthen 
the programs, practices, and technology described in the 1978 agreement and to 
increase accountability for their implementation.

Among the topics addressed by the board members are atmospheric deposition of toxic 
pollutants, contaminated sediments, groundwater, and nonpoint sources of pollution. The 
board also monitors the development and implementation of remedial action plans for 
areas of concern and lakewide management plans to control critical pollutants. The 
commission monitors progress under the agreement and advises both countries' 
governments on matters related to the quality of the boundary waters of the Great 
Lakes system.

Glantz, the author or editor of four books, is an expert on the impacts of environmental 
change on social, economic, and political systems. He directs a research program at 
NCAR which focuses on the impacts of weather and climate on people throughout the 
world. Currently, he is serving on the National Academy of Sciences' Board on 
Atmospheric Sciences and Climate, and the Ocean Studies Board. He also is chairman, 
Working Group on Drought and Development of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and is senior editor for a new Wiley Interscience series entitled 
Climate and the Biosphere.
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