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NCAR Scientist to Receive National Meteorological Award

The American Meteorological Society will present the Cleveland Abbe Award to 
Vincent Lally, a scientist in NCAR's Atmospheric Technology Division (ATD), at the 
AMS Annual Awards Banquet on February 7 in Anaheim, California.

The Abbe Award recognizes scientists for "activities which have materially 
contributed to the progress of the atmospheric sciences or to the application of 
atmospheric sciences to general social, economic, or humanitarian welfare." In the 
letter announcing the award, the AMS cited Lally for his "outstanding leadership in the 
development of scientific ballooning and its application to meteorology."

A senior scientist in ATD's Surface and Sounding Systems Facility, Lally came 
to NCAR in 1961 as director of the National Scientific Balloon Facility (formerly under 
NCAR management) in Palestine, Texas. In 1965 he established the Global 
Atmospheric Measurements Program, which he managed until 1987.

Lally led the national program to develop facilities for scientific ballooning and 
has contributed extensively to the use of balloons in making atmospheric 
measurements. His demonstration of the ability of superpressure balloons to fly on 
multiple orbits around the earth drew international support for the Global Atmospheric 
Research Program. In 1955 he designed the instrument that is still the principal 
vehicle for rocket soundings of the upper atmosphere. Around this time he also 
developed a technique for inflating in space two large earth-orbiting spheres, Echo 
and Pageos. By 1980, he had created the radiation-controlled balloon (RACOON), 
which uses the radiation environment rather than ballast to achieve long-duration flight 
for zero-pressure balloons. This is now the standard technique for global flight and 
recovery of heavy scientific payloads.

Lally earned a B.S. in meteorology from the University of Chicago, and a B.S. in 
electronic engineering and M.S. in engineering administration from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He has published over 30 papers on instrumentation, 
ballooning and navigation techniques, including the definitive publication on 
superpressure ballooning. Lally is a fellow of the AMS and former chair of its 
Instrumentation Committee.
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