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ABSTRACT 
 

Southern Terrebonne parish is home to a community of people that live off of the land and water 
that shares a unique connection to their environment. Unfortunately, the loss of their land due to 
land dynamics such as subsidence, sea level rise and salt-water intrusion is seldom recognized 
outside the state of Louisiana. If no action is taken to counter the current trend in wetland loss, 
communities would lose about a football-size piece of land every hour – a pace that is currently 
being exceeded. The phone application Vanishing Points concept was developed to broaden the 
awareness of coastal land loss in this area. This study describes merging physical and social 
science through the use of Participatory Action Research (PAR) methods used to 1) identify the 
‘Vanishing Points’ - locations of cultural, personal, and historical importance as chosen by the 
community members, 2) determine the history and importance of these locations, 3) record 
personal testimonies, and 4) collect family historical pictures portraying changes both in land and 
use.  Our study also involves creating animations of historical land loss for each location which 
will be incorporated in the application. Vanishing Points will bring community and national 
attention to the impacts of coastal and wetland loss, and encourage advocacy for the protection of 
the land and - culture of Southern Terrebonne parish. 
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I. Introduction 
 
 As a young researcher, I have been constantly exploring where my calling is for a 
professional career. Thanks to the generosity and hard-working staff of the Significant 
Opportunity in Atmospheric Research and Science (SOARS) internship program, I have been 
able to gradually finding my place in the professional world. The opportunity I received to do 
field work in Louisiana this summer has been the epitome of my journey and has forever 
changed my outlook on the importance of constructing the bridge between physical science and 
social science.  
 
 The opportunity to do field work in Louisiana was presented to all SOARS participants; 
however, only two accepted the invitation. Just as a normal SOARS summer, we would have 10 
weeks to complete research. On the other hand, it would be a very atypical summer because of 
the social science aspect anticipated in the research. SOARS has previously provided the 
opportunity to complete social science work off-site; however, it has never involved adopting the 
Participatory Action Research (PAR) methodology. I was a bit apprehensive that we were in a 
sense guinea pigs. Yet at the same time, I was excited to work hard and accept the changes ahead 
in order to have a successful summer and prove the importance of interdisciplinary work. 
 
 Upon our arrival in Louisiana, I was uncertain of my research topic – this was the first of 
many challenges. Although my project was not defined within the first week, I did learn about 
the issues in coastal Louisiana and realize my purpose and motivation for whatever my project 
would be. Through the countless meetings and introductions with various organizations such as 
the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP), it became apparent how much the 
residents of South Terrebonne Parish needed to be recognized as a population in eminent danger. 
 

A few of the important facts I learned was coastal Louisiana is the number one producer 
of shrimp, oyster, and crawfish in the US. BTNEP reports that the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary 
System (BTES) (see Figure 1) produces about half a billion pounds of fish and oysters a year. 
About one-third of the seafood and natural gas consumed in the United States is harvested in 
Louisiana. In addition, this state ranks first for the volume of commercial landings for shrimp, 
oysters, and blue crabs. However, the land and people that support this industry is disappearing. 
Since 1932, the amount of land lost is equivalent to the size of Delaware This land loss not only 
affects the industry but the habitat of about 735 species of birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, and 
mammals that depend on the BTES being in a healthy state. Substantial land subsidence resulting 
from factors such as oil canals and levee installations threatens the culture of these coastal 
communities (Benoit et at. 2010, BTNEP 2010). Community and government support is needed 
to sustain restoration and conservation efforts; however, not many are aware of the severity of 
the situation.  

 



 
Figure 1. Illustration of the 4.1 million acres that comprise the Barataria-Terrebonne 

Estuary System courtesy of BTNEP. 
 

Therefore I asked the following question: How can we provide awareness, education, and 
motivation for participation in wetland restoration efforts? This paper narrates the work 
completed towards the development of Vanishing Points, an iPhone application that provides a 
solution to the posed question. This reflective narration aims to describe the following: 1) the 
conceptualization of Vanishing Points, 2) PAR methodology, 3) action steps for the continuation 
of this work.  
 
2. Conceptualization 
 
 The concept of Vanishing Points originated from Jonathan Foret, the Development 
Director of the South Louisiana Wetlands Discovery Center. Jonathan presented this simple yet 
powerful idea for a land loss awareness application when we first met. He had a skeletal 
structure for the application, but we both knew that this project was going to involve working 
close with the community. Thus, one of the first objectives that evolved was adding a “human 
element” to the design of the application.  
 

The residents of Terrebonne parish understand the vulnerability of their people and 
culture. The challenge lies in educating the nation, especially those holding prominent decision-
making positions, about the importance of their disappearing land. I also realized that the affect 
of land loss on the coastal residents had not been addressed. Consequently, we decided that 
Vanishing Points would highlight areas of cultural importance throughout the “5 fingers” of 
Southern Terrebonne Parish. Figure 2 shows the communities of (from West to East) Dularge, 
Dulac, Chauvin, Montegut, and Pointe Aux Chenes. By focusing our research on the culturally 
significant locations, we are making an important yet lost connection between the land and the 
people as indicated by a community member:  



 
“How can you even begin to tell us anything at all when you have not come down here? 
They only look at us from a map.” 
 

 
Figure 2. Map of South Terrebonne Parish ‘5 Fingers’: (from left to right) Dularge, Dulac, 
Chauvin, Montegut, and Pointe Aux Chenes. The formation of these fingers is a result of the 

natural historical meandering of the Mississippi River (Blum et al. 2012). 
 

One of our goals for this project was to obtain the needed information directly from the 
community. Therefore, our first step was to have the communities identify locations of cultural 
importance. For each location, we also wanted Vanishing Points to include the following 
information: 

• Brief history as told by the community members 
• Historical pictures for comparison of previous state/condition  
• Short video testimony of an individual sharing their personal connection  
• Animation of historical land loss  
• Links to current restoration projects and volunteer opportunities 

In order to effectively collect the information for the application, we used the participatory action 
research (PAR) methodology. Although I have never been exposed to PAR, I was quickly able to 
understand and adopt this methodology, as described in the following section. 

 



3. Participatory Action Research  

 As previously mentioned, I knew that my summer would involve working within 
communities. However, I had no prior experience in this type of field work, let alone using the 
PAR methodology. Complete submersion in to the communities demanded a rapid grasp on this 
methodology. Fortunately, it only took me two weeks to recognize the significance of PAR 
thanks to the support and advice of several individuals including my two project supervisors 
from the University of New Orleans Center for Hazards Assessment, Response & Technology 
(UNO-CHART), Kristina Peterson and Shirley Laska. 

In brief, PAR is a methodological and philosophical yet unconventional approach that 
calls for researcher(s) to collaborate with community members, making them co-researchers. 
This creates a learning environment that allows the researcher to learn from the community and 
have the research center on the knowledge and experience of those affected by communal issues. 
For this project, the issues at hand are land loss and lack of recognition and respect of land loss 
effects. When I was fortunate enough to meet Peter Park, he told me to never go into a 
community with the mentality that you are there to help. Using the word “help” automatically 
creates a sense of misfortune and creates a gap between the researcher and the people. Not only 
does collaboration increase the effectiveness of problem solving and lead to new practical 
knowledge, it also allows fosters communal abilities to create knowledge for restoration 
advocacy (Taylor et al. 2011).  

For effective collaboration, the researcher must overcome his/her biases about the 
culture, education, region, etc. Going into Louisiana, I know I made assumptions about the 
education and culture of the people. I quickly learned the importance of Decolonization of Self, a 
reflective process where the researcher accepts and evaluates the existence of his/her 
assumptions (Smith 1999). A simple example of an assumption I made deals with smart phones. 
I was skeptical of the idea of creating an application for a phone, thinking not enough people will 
have such phones, when in fact most residents in lower Terrebonne Parish own smart phones. 
Due to the frequent flooding and consequential disconnection of power and internet, the people 
have chosen to use the smart phone over owning a computer. Another realization I made was that 
yes, I come from a scientific background but that does not mean that the less-scientific 
knowledge of the community should be dismissed. In actuality, their knowledge is just as 
valuable as mine (if not more) because it is based from common sense and direct experience with 
the land.  

For me, with successful decolonization came transparency. With the new mindset that I 
am there to learn from the community, I found that it was easier for the people to trust me and 
open up their homes and hearts. When I started receiving invitations for dinner and be able to sit 
on a family’s porch for hours, I felt accepted into the community. Something interesting I 
realized was my acceptance as an African American. The two main demographics represented in 
the communities in South Terrebonne Parish are Native American and Cajun. I was told by 



members of both groups that their people have historically suffered and understand the 
shortcomings of discrimination. Sharing the similarities of their culture with my native Kenyan 
culture also provided means for communal connection. 

Once a researcher is accepted into the community, they can collect the needed 
information from the community. However, the PAR process does not stop here. It is important 
that the researcher is in constant reflection participates in weekly meetings where peers share 
observations, feelings, ideas, etc. During my summer in the field, project supervisors Shirley 
Laska and Kristina Peterson, who have been connected to the communities for over 20 years, 
scheduled these meetings where the responsibility of note-taking and leading the meeting 
circulated within the research group. These meetings were very important for addressing any 
problems during the week, what went well, and any special needs/requests for the following 
week. The agenda for most of our meetings covered the following topics: tasks, schedule, 
communication, tools, resources, and reflection. Reflection is another key part of the PAR 
process that is seemingly cyclical in its nature. Once reflections are made, then actions are 
carried out that then again have to be reflected on. It is a constant self-analysis of cause and 
effect (Park 1993).  

3. Methodology 

 a. Collaboration with the community 

Before asking the community about significant locations, I needed to be introduced into 
the communities. The wealth of resources of CHART to the community and various agencies 
was made apparent through the personal introductions and meetings, as mentioned previously. 
Within the first three weeks in the field, Kristina Peterson and Shirley Laska also took the 
research group to community wide gatherings, such as the local priest’s 50th year ordination 
celebration. My project mentor Jonathan Foret introduced me to his family in Chauvin. One of 
the most helpful people during this time was Julie Maldonado, a PhD student who had been 
working in the 5 fingers for the past eight months. The validation of these individuals allowed 
for an expedited acceptance into the community which proved to be very important. We needed 
to be linked with people that had an established rapport in the community (Park 1993). Such 
relationships paved way for participation in activities such as trawling all night long (Figure 3). 



 
Figure 3. Partaking in the everyday activities of the community, such as trawling, became an 

integral part of the community acceptance.  
 

Once I became a familiar face in the community, I was able to start asking about 
culturally significant locations. As PAR dictates, the community must be inconvenienced as little 
as possible. Therefore, my conversations in the community took place on porches, docks, and 
boats (see Figure 4). For each of the five fingers, conversations with Indian chiefs, elders, and 
even children helped identify these locations. A location was confirmed significant if it was 
mentioned by three or more individuals. To start with, we had a goal of identifying 10 locations 
– two for each of the five communities.  

Figure 4. Images portraying the various settings for community conversations. 

Once the locations were identified, a history of each site had to be obtained. However, I 
did not want to resort to books or the internet. Instead, I wanted to write collaborative histories as 
told by the communities in order to have Vanishing Points made by the people and for the 
people. When circulating around the bayou, it became apparent that the elders were the most 
knowledgeable. Most felt more comfortable speaking in their native language of Cajun-French, 
requiring a translator for some conversations (Berkes et al. 2002, Kindon 2008). 

During the conversations (Herda 1999), I had families share pictures often dating back 
100 years. It was a pleasant surprise to see the stacks of albums full of pictures that tell the story 
about their families. As I was told about their ancestor settlements, pictures accompanied these 
remarkable stories. Through the pictures and stories, it was clear that family is the most 
important institution down in the bayou. This is why I felt that all the families were more than 



willing to share their pictures with me and ultimately those in the mobile community. The people 
genuinely want to get their stories out to the public and welcome assistance doing so. As a 
community member stated: 

 
“We have a treasure here and we need to be loud and proud. Terrebonne Parish is a 
beautiful place. People should have a voice. We have a voice but not that big of a voice.” 
 

 After collecting and returning the scanned pictures to the respective families, I went back 
to the members that held a leadership position in their community. For the various chiefs and 
elders, I asked if they would be willing to record a short two to three minute video describing the 
importance of one culturally significant location. For all those that were recorded, we first went 
over a few of the main points that they wanted to make. Therefore, when the interview was 
recorded, I asked questions that would elicit the responses we previously ‘rehearsed’. The 
purpose of these short clips was to show the personal connection that their community has with 
the particular site. Thankfully, I faced no opposition to the request for recording. Again, the 
community members are eager to get their story out in order to protect their future (Feyerabend 
et al. 2007). In fact, many were very appreciative that I asked them to do this because they just 
felt that current researchers do not care about the people, as described by one chief: 
 

“They are so book smart that they lack common sense. You have to get in it. You have to 
talk to the people that have been here for 40+ years.” 
 
This quote along with many helped affirm the objective of adding the “human element” to this 
study.  
 
 b. Collaboration with organizations  
  
 The resources needed to create historical land loss animations and attain restoration 
project information were obtained outside of the communities. The United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette and the education branch of the 
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) provided personnel and 
information vital to the structure of Vanishing Points. Bayou Grace Community Services also 
played an important role more for the future effectiveness of the application, which will be 
further discussed later on in the paper.   
 
 During my fist few weeks in the field, I noticed that most of the maps of South 
Terrebonne Parish were produced by the USGS National Wetlands Research Center. I was 
particularly interested in the current maps that illustrate the amount of land loss from 1932 to 
2000 and projected loss to 2050 (see Appendix A). Consequently, I contacted them for assistance 
in creating animations of projected land loss for the identified culturally significant locations. 



The purpose of these animations was to show the vulnerability and disappearance of these 
locations if no further action (e.g. restoration and conservation) is taken. Unfortunately, the 
predicted land loss marked as yellow on the map in Appendix A does not take into account the 
various land dynamics such as sea level rise and land subsidence currently affecting theses areas. 
Instead, it is determined by analyzing historical and current land loss rates. 
 

It was frustrating to hear that the predicted land loss was in a sense “hard-coded”. 
Therefore, it was decided that Vanishing Points would provide historical animations of land loss. 
These maps would essentially perform the same purpose except by portraying how much land 
has been already lost. To create the animations, I coordinated with Brady Couvillon and Holly 
Beck with the Coastal Restoration Assessment Branch of the USGS National Wetlands Research 
Center (NWRCS). As a geographer, Brady played an integral role in resolving the issue of not 
being able to create projection animations.  

 
The first steps taken to create the historical land loss maps involved the use of Google 

Maps. Using a satellite map, the areas of interest were identified with polygons that encompassed 
an area small enough to distinctly see the location yet large enough to show the change in a 
broader region. Once completed, the map was sent to USGS where it was converted by Holly to 
a shapefile and used to zoom into the particular areas on 1973 and 2010 LANDSAT images. If 
maps dating from 1932 were used, the animations would resemble paintings. For the purpose of 
the application, we needed the visuals to be realistic, as provided by the LANSDAT imagery 
seen in Figure 5. Once I received the maps (two for each location), animation software was used 
to create short clips that fade in and out between the 1973 and 2010 maps. Doing this truly shows 
the substantial land loss just within the past three decades.  

 

    
Figure 5. LANDSAT imagery for 4 of the 5 Fingers courtesy of USGS NWRC. The abundance of 
marshland (light grey color) in 1973 disappears in the year 2010 as indicated by the amount of 

water (black color). 
 
 
 
 



Susan Bergeron, an Education Specialist and CWPPRA Outreach Coordinator at the 
USGS National Wetland Research Center assisted Jonathan and I by acquainting us with the 
CWPPRA website at LaCoast.gov. The website explains CWPRRA as federation legislation that 
mandates coastal wetlands restoration projects. Using a series of interactive maps, we could 
identify the restoration projects in the vicinity of our areas of interest. Direct links to the project 
description will be on the application. In addition, links to the CWPPRA Newsflash and calendar 
would keep the mobile user informed of opportunities to be directly involved with the coastal 
restoration efforts. 

 
4. Results  
 
 As previously mentioned, the initial number of “Vanishing Points” for the application 
was ten – 2 from each of the five bayous. Within the 8 weeks spent in Louisiana, we successfully 
collected the information for three locations throughout three different communities in the 
bayou. The locations are listed below, where the community name precedes the name of the site:  

• Dulac – Provost Cemetery 
• Chauvin – La Butte 
• Pointe Aux Chenes – Isle de Jean Charles 

The areas of interest in Dulac and Chauvin are both cemeteries; therefore I will only talk about 
one in detail. Isle de Jean Charles is an entire island that is home to about 30 families that are at 
high risk of losing their land.   

a. Provost Cemetery 
 

Conversations in the community of Dulac repeatedly mentioned Provost Cemetery as 
important location in their community. The individual that I spoke with extensively about this 
cemetery was Shirell Parfait-Dardar, the Chief of the Grand Caillou/Dulac Band of the Biloxi-
Chitimacha-Choctaw Confederation of Muskogees (BCCM). In my conversations with Chief 
Shirell, it was clear to see the connection that she had with the cemetery. Figure 6 shows a 
picture I took of her standing next to her father’s grave. Not only is her family buried there, but 
98% of her people (Indian community) dating back to the 1940s rest there as well.  

 



 
Figure 6. Chief Shirell of the Biloxi-Chitimacha Choctaw BCCM standing next to her father’s 

burial site in Provost Cemetery, one of the cultural points of interest. 
 

Unfortunately, there are two forces that may keep her family from staying at rest. One, 
her people currently do not have ownership of Provost Cemetery. Chief Shirell is currently 
fighting to gain the right of the land so they can take care of the land. As seen in Figure 7a, the 
cemetery is not well maintained, making it difficult to access most graves. The second force is 
nature. When the nearby bayou floods (less than 50 yards away) due to storm surge, for example, 
it is common for the graves to float away leaving empty burial sites pictured in Figure 7b. The 
effects of salt water intrusion can also be seen towards the back of the cemetery where there is a 
line of leafless trees. Chief Shirell also stated that there is a sinkhole towards the back that is also 
slowly eating away at the land.  
 

a)    b)  
Figure 7. Images of the current condition at Provost Cemetery where a) shows the unkempt 

nature of the burial site and b) an empty grave due to flooding. 
 
While visiting Provost Cemetery, Chief Shirell agreed to be recorded for the short video 

testimony. During the recording, I found the following quote to be distressing because she lives 
with the reality that her community is slowly disappearing: 
 

“Unfortunately, with the lack of assistance and funds to help stop what’s going on with the 
land erosion and salt water intrusion and sea level rise and all of the things that combine 



together that eat away at our land, I’m very afraid this will no longer be here in a very short 
amount of time.” 
 
b. Isle de Jean Charles 

 
 As stated by the Chief of Isle de Jean Charles, this will be the first location to disappear 
out of all the communities across the 5 fingers. The areal picture in Figure 8 portrays how 
vulnerable the island is to environmental hazards such as hurricanes. Isle de Jean Charles is also 
fighting off developers and corporations that want to buy the island, force the people to move 
out, and build camps and resorts (A.N. 2012, personal communication). Stories from the 
residents, including children, all concluded the similar question of: who wants to spend money 
on us?  
 

 
Figure 8. An aerial view of Isle de Jean Charles. The vast amount of water surrounding the 
island puts into perspective the vulnerability of its residents, even with the visible ring levee 

around the island’s perimeter. 
 

 
The individuals I talked to the most on the Island were Albert Naquin and Ernie Dardar, 

the Chief and Deputy Chief, respectively, of the Isle de Jean Charles Band of the BCCM. Both 
would tell me stories about how the Island used to be a paradise, lush with vegetation and vibrant 
with activity. Once home to about 300 people, the Island is now home to about 90 residents. 
Back in its ‘hay day’, it was common for the women and children to stay and home while the 
men went out into the marsh in their pirogues to hunt. There were gardens and pastures 
throughout the Island.  Unfortunately, no gardens or pastures exist anymore because of the 
adverse effects of salt water intrusion and land corrosion, as illustrated in Figure 9.  
 



a)               b)  
Figure 9. Once covered in lush foliage in the a) before picture (1970s), the same location in b) 
the after picture (2012) shows the damaging effects of salt water intrusion on the landscape. 

 
Hurricanes pose a great threat to the Island, especially to the one access road 

appropriately names Island Road. Figure 10a shows an aerial picture of the road, where it looks 
like strand of hair surrounded by a vast amount of open water. On the ground (Figure 10b), the 
water is very close to either side of the road with only some rocks acting as barriers. I found the 
following statement to be a running joke about Island Road: 

 
“You could probably put your nets down from a boat and go trawlin’ down der!” 

 

a)   b)  
Figure 10. The only access road to Isle de Jean Charles called Island Road from an a) aerial 

and b) on the ground view.  
  
With a major hurricane hits, the Island let alone the road has zero protection from nature’s wrath. 
Deputy Chief Ernie told me that in 1995 the roads were elevated. After Gustav hit and destroyed 
the road, the cost was $7 million to rebuild.  
 
 As previously stated, the residents of Isle de Jean Charles face the threat of not only 
natural hazards, but relocation as well. In a conversation with Chief Naquin, he voiced how 
developers want the residents to move so they can build multi-million camps and resorts (Solet 
2006). However, the people of the Island know that they will have to move eventually. They just 



do not want to lose the land that is rightfully theirs. The struggle that Chief Naquin faces now is 
keeping his people together. Some residents have already relocated, but they want to move back 
into the community. Realizing the peril the Island faces, Chief Naquin wants to be able to 
identify a single location for the relocation of ALL his people and encourage such a move 
through economic development projects such as fisheries. 
 
5. Application Design  
 
 The framework for our application Vanishing Points was inspired by the iPhone real 
estate app powered by Zillow. In this application, locations of residential homes for sale are 
provided on a Google map. From that map, the user can receive information such as the history 
of the property value, size, and pictures. Using a similar design, we have created a few 
screenshots of the potential layout of the application as if it was tailored for the iPhone platform. 
In the following screen shot images (Figures 11), Isle de Jean Charles is used as the Vanishing 
Point. 
 

Figure 11. Archetype screenshots for the application Vanishing Points. 
 
Interactive Map 
 
Similar to Zillow, we would place the Vanishing Points locations on a Google map symbolized 
by a particular icon.  
 
Detailed Information  
 
Upon selection of the location, the user is directed to the detailed information about the location. 
The information provided will be the following: 



• GPS location 
• Ground elevations 
• FEMA Advisory Base Flood Elevation Level (ABFE) 
• Height the structure(s) for location must be elevated pass FEMA standard (ABFE level 

subtracted from ground elevation) 
• History of the location as told by the community 

Historical Pictures and Personal Testimony 

We believe that it is important to be able to show the user how the location once looked. 
Therefore, one of the screens will have both historical and current pictures courtesy of the 
community members. Other content for this screen will be the short personal video testimony. It 
is anticipated that the videos will be uploaded to YouTube and connected to the application.  

Get Involved 

The final screen option will include an animation of historical land loss of that location – from 
1973 to 2010 thanks to the collaboration with the USGS Wetland Research Center. Links to the 
restoration projects near the Vanishing Point will also be provided via CWPPRA. Other links to 
CWPPRA’s Newsflash publication and communication to legislative delegates would also be 
available in order to motive the user to join coastal wetland restoration. 

6. Next Steps 

 For us to move the development of Vanishing Points forward, a few steps need to be 
taken:  

1) Determine additional culturally significant locations. 
2) Collect information (history, pictures, video testimony) of each location 
3) Collaborate with USGS Wetlands Research Center to gain access to 1973 and 2010 

LANDSAT images for the historical land loss animations 
4) Go on CWPPRA website to determine the website link(s) of restoration projects near the 

Vanishing Point 
5) Identify software/computer professional (i.e. engineer) to build prototype of Vanishing 

Points 
6) Expose prototype to the public, especially to fundraising communities such as 

Kickstarter, Inc. 

Steps two through four are simply repetitions of the procedure presented in this paper. 
Advances have already been made towards step one. Thanks to the generosity of Bayou Grace 
Community Services, Jonathan Foret and I had the pleasure of presenting Vanishing Points at 
one of their free community dinners for residents across the five fingers (Figure 12). Because this 
application is essentially created by the people, it only seemed right to ask the community for 



their reactions and suggestions. Once everyone ate, I made a short ten minute presentation about 
the application. Afterwards, pre-selected team leaders sat within groups that were created to 
discuss the following questions: 

• What is your overall impression of the “Vanishing Points” phone application? 
• List suggestions for points of cultural/historical importance in the lower Terrebonne 

Parish 
• What features might make you use the application more than one time? List any 

suggestions that would make the application more effective and useful. 

           
 

 
Figure 12. Pictures taken during the Bayou Grace Community Dinner on July 17, 2012.  

 
What were their reactions? Overwhelmingly positive. Most people said that it was something 

good to have so that people in other states and areas can be connected to the issues they face 
daily. A number of people said that it would help the younger generation in the communities 
keep in touch with their reality that they are in peril. With regards to suggestions for addition 
locations, a large list (seen in Appendix B) was constructed with sites stretching across all 
bayous. The feedback about the effectiveness of the application proved to be very valuable. It 
was almost unanimous that in order for the application to be used more than once, it should 
incorporate a social networking. Suggesting for pursuing this included the option of checking 
into a location, submitting pictures, sharing the application through Facebook and Twitter, and 
having a website to compliment the application. 

Using the list of suggestions for Vanishing Points, anyone can collect the content needed for 
the application. Because I live out of state, it is a possibility that working with the community 



can turn into a high school senior project, for example. Once the content has been collected, 
Jonathan and I must identify who can build the application. The Group Head of the Web 
Engineering Group at the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) stated that 
this is a “Mash-up” application due to aspects such as the Google map and YouTube videos – a 
description than can be used when pitching the idea to those who would build the prototype. The 
application can be in the prototype stage for up to a year. During that year, it has been suggested 
that the application idea is submitted and showcased to fundraising communities.  

7. Final Thoughts 

 Inspirational - the one word that describes my experience doing research in south 
Terrebonne Parish. Because of how influential this summer has been, I know that I will never do 
my research the same ever again. I have always inquired about the involvement of social science 
research with physical science and now realize its upmost importance in a fast progressing 
society such as the one we live in. To me, the work completed this far towards the development 
of Vanishing Points is a true portrayal of the interdisciplinary work that will be needed in the 
near future for successful research. How is it possible to do research that is supposed to benefit 
society if one does not understand the dynamics of the people and culture the work is affecting?  

 Asking such a question, especially in a room of sociologists, sparks excitement about the 
new direction you scientists are taking. When I presented my research at the Rural Sociology 
Conference in Chicago, I received affirmation about my aspirations of creating a bridge between 
the gap of social and physical scientists. As a result, it is my intention to extend this work into 
my thesis for graduate school. I hope  to continue working with the community as well as create 
a model than can properly predict the amount of land loss in accordance with the various land 
dynamics (e.g. land subsidence, sea level rise).  

 The implications and importance of Vanishing Points centers on awareness. Once other 
communities and even personnel at the government level understand the importance of these 
communities, a greater effort can be made to save their land through restoration and conservation 
projects. In Chief Shirell’s case, additional support would help upkeep and assure that her people 
stay at rest in Provost Cemetery. For Chief Albert, he needs to locate, purchase, and maintain a 
location to relocate his people of Isle de Jean Charles. 

As Chief Shirell said: 

“If the land washes away, we want to move as a community. Because if they move us 
individually, they have just completely annihilated our tribes. Not more culture, no more 
heritage…all gone. Let’s say if we move among a community, we have to adapt to them 
and just like that, we have lost our culture. It’s to go know about difference cultures, it’s 
good to adapt, but not when it’s at the cost of your own. If we moved together, we could 
hold on to what we have.” 
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Appendix A 
 

Map for coastal Louisiana land loss from 1932-2000 and predicted land loss from 2000-2050 
 

  



Appendix B 
 

List of Additional Vanishing Points suggested by community members at Bayou Grace 
community dinner 

 

 Montegut Gym 
 Montegut Schools  
 LaCache School (Chauvin) 
 Chauvin boat launch 
 Dulac Community Center  
 Methodist Church (Dulac) 
 Dulac Coast Guard Station 
 Mount Calvary Church (Smithridge) 
 Marina (Dularge) 
 Harbor Light (Dularge) 
 Indian Schools 
 Boudreaux Canal Bridge 
 Floodgates  

o Humble Canal 
o Madison  

 Lapyrouse Grocery – Cecil and Terry  
 Dreamland Inn – Old Point Rd 
 Lake Barre – past Bush canal 
 Bayou Terrebonne 
 Bird Sanctuary 
 Last Island  
 Bisland Cemetary 
 The Pig 
 Pointe Aux Chenes supermarket/Mini Mart 
 Sugar refinery 
 Island Road 
 Price’s Supermarket 
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