
 

Why a Newsletter? Evolving UCP 
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November  2013  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 

 6 Science Discovery Day – Hydrology 

ML Damon Room 9:00am – 4:00pm 

 15 4U Network Fall Potluck, FL4, 2nd Floor  

  11:30am – 1:00pm 

 20 GLOBE’s Next Generation Science Standards  

  (NGSS) Alignment Webinar 11:00am  

DECEMBER 

 9-13 AGU Annual Meeting San Francisco 

  UCP Booth #207 

 17 UCP Annual Holiday Celebration, FL4 2nd Floor 

  3:00pm – 5:00pm 

 

There have been more than a few eye-rolls when I’ve 

mentioned to folks that we are starting a UCP monthly 

newsletter. Kindly, most folks have tried to do it when I’m not 

looking. Because, really, why would we need one?  We have 

Staff Notes and communications from the President’s Office. 

UCP Directors are fountains of information.  And certainly we 

can send emails to All UCP when needed. What do we gain 

with yet another newsletter?    

I’ve been here just about 6 months now, and one of the things 

that’s been striking to me during this time is how little (in 

general) programs talk to each other about what’s going on in 

their worlds. [Before I hear the chorus rising, this is not to say 

that this never happens or that some programs don’t do this 

often – it’s a generalization….]  It’s not surprising – it’s mostly 

historical legacy. Each UCP program was dveloped to stand 

alone, so there hasn’t been a need or the culture to talk cross-

programs. Plus, we’re busy.  

But there’s another side to this. Recently, it seems that every 

part of the UCAR/NCAR/UCP organization has been in flux. 

The challenge for any organization, especially one undergoing 

such significant change, is how do we keep everyone in the 

loop. As UCP programs explore new ways to team with each 

other on projects and new efforts, it’s more important than 

ever that we all have a way to tell each other what is going on.   

For me, it’s also been a revelation that I’m often one of the 

few conduits for information coming from the President’s 

Office and the President’s Council. And this is information that 

is important for you to have…because it gives you context for 

decisions that otherwise might seem like they are being made 

in a vacuum. And it’s easy to forget that you all don’t live in 

my head (which is really great for you!). The newsletter and 

these little blurbs will be a reminder for me to share with you 

what I know that you might be interested in.  

 And so, a newsletter – a place where you can 

share program highlights, successes, 

opportunities, and events. A newsletter that is 

also a window into UCP for the outside world, 

as it will be sent to UCAR senior management, 

as well as posted on the soon-to-be 

developed new UCP Directorate website. It 

doesn’t have to be a great work of literature 

or journalism, but just a place where we can 

go to find out what’s happening at UCP! 

 

 

 

 

 

By Emily CoBabe-Ammann 

 

We Want to Hear From You 

The UCP Director’s Office now has an on-

line anonymous suggestion box as another 

way for staff to communicate directly with 

Emily. Comments or suggestions will be 

submitted anonymously to Emily’s email  

https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/

suggestionbox.php3 

http://www.globe.gov/teaching-and-learning/professional-development-resources/webinars/ngss-webinars
http://s36.a2zinc.net/clients/agu2013/agu2013/public/MainHall.aspx?ID=34&sortMenu=101000
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionbox.php3
https://www.fin.ucar.edu/ucpdir/internal/suggestionbox.php3
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UCP Community News 

SOARS proteges Manny Hernandez, Gaby de la Cruz,  
Stanley Edwin, Jonathan Martinez and Meghan Applegate. 

Super Science Saturday (Spark) 

Over a thousand visitors joined the fun on October 26th 

for Super Science Saturday at the Mesa Lab. The theme 

this year was "Science is Everywhere" and there were 

many interactive exhibitors and participants sharing 

their "super" science with kids of all ages. This annual 

event features cryogenic shows, balloon launches, 

wizard shows, viz lab demos and all the science you can 

handle in one day. Thank you to everyone who 

contributed in making this a fantastic science 

happening. 

Awards and Recognition 

Congratulations to Emily Cloyd (UCAR-JOSS, 

Washington DC), who recently received an 

achievement award for her work as Public 

Participation and Engagement Coordinator for the 

National Climate Assessment. 

Funding Announcements 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Unidata has received the NSF Review Panel Findings 

and Recommendations for their 5-year proposal and 

the panel has recommended that the proposal be 

funded. Perhaps equally important is the fact that the 

overall tone of the report is highly positive. 

In conjunction with Malathi Veeraraghavan of the 

University of Virginia, NSF's Office of Cyber-

infrastructure awarded Unidata a 2-year, slightly less 

than $2M grant to create and deploy a Unidata LDM 

that uses multicasting over virtual-circuits to distribute 

data over the Internet. 

 

News & Updates 

SACNAS a Hit! (Spark) 

The Society for Advancing Chicano and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) National Conference took place on 

October 3-6, 2013, in San Antonio, Texas. Laura Allen, Rebecca Haacker-Santos and Jeff Weber represented UCP, 

and five SOARS protégés and two SOARS alumni attended as well.  The protégés presented their SOARS summer 

research. Of particular note is protégé Stanley Edwin, who was awarded an outstanding student presentation award 

in the engineering science/mechanics/physics category for his poster, “Simulating magnetosphere-ionosphere 

coupling in TIEGCM”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unidata Real-Time IDD Statistics 

Now that we’ve got our newsletter, it needs a great 

name! In the spirit of communication and collaboration, 

we’d like you to submit any ideas you have for a name 

via email to me by Friday, 15 November. The directorate 

will choose the top 3 names and then post them for 

staff to vote on. The goal is to have the new name by 

the time we publish the next newsletter. 

So, put on your thinking caps and send in those 

names! 

Name that Newsletter! 
By Ligea Ferraro 

 
 

http://sacnas.org/events/national-conf
mailto:%20lruff@ucar.edu
mailto:%20lruff@ucar.edu
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300,000 and Counting! (COMET) 

The COMET Program recently saw the number of 

registrants on the MetEd website exceed 300,000 

people and three online learning modules have been 

added to the site: 

1. Introduction to VIIRS Imaging and 

Applications 

2. Nowcasting for Aviation in Africa 

3. WRF-EMS Aviation Products  

Planning for the Future (NSDL) 

While NSDL's NSF funding ended on September 30th, 

NSDL will continue to provide STEM education content 

(NSDL.org), as well as technical tools and services. NSDL 

staff are working with the Department of Education and 

several Race to the Top states on shared challenges 

around open education materials and the Learning 

Registry, infrastructure created by the Departments of 

Education and Defense in order to more effectively 

share information about learning resources 

Science Literacy Maps Coming to NSDL 

We've also been working on some improvements to the 

SLM that you will soon see: greater efficiency and speed 

in map loading, improved readability for Benchmarks 

content, and overall improved accuracy in map 

rendering for all the Science Literacy Maps. Stay tuned! 

GLOBE 2014 Student Art Competition  

The 2nd Annual GLOBE Student Art Competition 

received more than 250 entries -- more than double 

the number from last year -- representing every GLOBE 

geographic region. The competition called on students 

to illustrate and write about what makes their local 

environment unique. Winners will be announced via 

GLOBE social media and on the GLOBE web page 

beginning 15 November 2013.   All entries can be 

viewed now on GLOBE Facebook. 

Call for PostDoc Applications (VSP) 

Recruitment has begun for the 2014 NOAA Climate and 

Global Change, Postdocs Applying Climate Expertise 

(PACE) and Jack Eddy Fellowships, as well as the 

Heliophysics Summer School.  Detailed program info is 

available through the VSP Website and new dedicated 

mobile sites. 

Budget Office Update 

by Kelly Smith 

Welcome to Fiscal Year 2014! We already know 

that FY14 will bring new processes and 

procedures in regards to proposals and 

managing awards, but rest assured that the 

Budget Office can help you with any questions or 

concerns. FY14 is the first fiscal year for the new 

indirect cost rate methodology, i.e., provisional 

and final indirect cost rates. Contact your 

program administrative staff and/or the Budget 

Office for any questions or concerns regarding 

this new methodology.  Feel free to visit the 

IRMC website for more information. 

This November we will also be rolling out the 

proposal component of the Proposal and Award 

(PandA) system to all remaining UCP programs. 

We have successfully completed extensive Beta 

testing of the system since May with COSMIC, 

Unidata and VSP participating. Now, we will be 

rolling it out to all UCP staff involved in the 

proposal process. The system will be available to 

users by November 18th, 2013 upon completion 

of training. Beginning January 1, 2014, all 

proposals must be submitted through the PandA 

system. Please contact your administrative staff 

and/or Budget Office for any questions regarding 

training or use of the system.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1075
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1075
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1020
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=1002
http://www.globe.gov/events/competitions/calendar-art-competitions/art-for-2014-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/TheGLOBEProgram
http://www.vsp.ucar.edu/
https://www2.fin.ucar.edu/irmc
https://www2.fin.ucar.edu/irmc

